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By the law constituting the State Board of Taxation, it is de- 
elaredy ixvter (dia, that it shall be the daty of sach Board to investi- 
gate the methods adopted by local Assessors in the assessment 
of real and personal property in this State, to carefully examine 
all cases where evasion of proper taxation is alleged, and to as- 
certain wherein existing Tax laws are defective, or are improperly 
or negligently administered, * * * particularly specifying 
any means, or practices, or devices used for the evasion of proper 
taxation, and that said Board should annually submit to the Leg- 
islature Buch recommeadations as it may find necessary to prevent 
the evasion of just and equal taxation. (Chapter CXIY., Laws 
of 1891, Section 12, page 189.) 

In fulfillment and discharge of that duty the following report 
is submitted. 




Office of the State Board of Taxation, 

Trenton, N. J., January let, 1894. 

To the Legislature of New Jersey : 

The State Board of Taxation herewith submits its Third An- 
nual Report, pursuant to an act of the Legislature, entitled ^^A 
general act concerning taxes,*' approved March 19th, 1891. (P. 
L. 1891, page 189.) A copy of said act is hereto annexed, and 
marked " Exhibit A." 

RULES ADOPTED BY THE BOARD. 
FIRST GENERAL BULES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF ASSESSORS. 

Mrst. All property must be assessed according to its true value. 

Second, Assessors must determine the true value of property 
from an actual view and from the best sources of information 
within their reach. 

Third, No deductions shall be allowed, either for indebtedness 
or for property claimed to be exempt from taxation, unless the 
person claiming such deduction shall sign a statement in writing, 
under oath or affirmation, in compliance with the acts of March 
29th, 1878, and February 23d, 1885. The Assessors, under said 
acts, have power to ascertain the truth of such statements. 

Fourth. Assessors shall enter in a separate list a description of 
all cemeteries, churches and public buildings and other real estate 
exempt from taxation, together with the name of the person or 
persons or corporation owning the same, and they shall value 
such buildings, property, lots and tracts of land at their true 
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valae in the same manner as other real estate, and in each case 
they shall state the ground of exemption. 

Fifth. Lands occupied by a person other than the owner may 
be assessed to the owner, or as lands of non-residents if owned 
by such, and unoccupied lands not owned by a person residing in 
the taxing district shall be denominated lands of non-residents, 
and shall be assessed as such. 

Sixth. The tax on visible personal estate shall be assessed in 
and for the township, ward or taxing district where such property 
is found. The tax on other personal estate shall be assessed on 
each inhabitant in the township, ward or taxing district where 
he resides, as of the day prescribed by law for commencing the 
assessment for each year. 

Seventh. All real estate shall be assessed in the township, ward 
or taxing district in which the same may be situated, and where 
the line between two taxing districts divides a farm or lot owned 
or possessed by the person taxed, the same shall be taxed, if oc- 
cupied, in the taxing district in which the occupant resides, and 
if unoccupied, each part thereof shall be assessed to the owner 
thereof, in the taxing district in which the same may be. (See 
P. L. 1892, page 378.) 

Eighth. Every person shall be assessed for all personal estate in 
his possession or under his control as trustee, guardian, executor, 
administrator, or in any other representative or fiduciary capacity, 
in the same manner as other persons are assessed. 

Ninth. Whenever an exemption is claimed by a person in a 
township or taxing district and the person to whom the indebted- 
ness is due resides in another taxing district than the one in 
which the exemption is claimed, it shall be the duty of the As- 
sessor allowing the exemption forthwith to notify the Assessor in 
the township or taxing district where the creditor lives. 

Tenth. Adopted and promulgated on the eig^hth day of March, 
A. D. 1892. It is hereby ordered by the State Board of Taxation 
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that hereafter in all assessments of real estate in all cities of this 
State classified in law as ^< First and Second-class cities/' the As- 
sessor or other taxing officers whose duty it is by law to make 
such assessments in said city, shall determine the true value of 
each lot and tract ot real estate in such city, without the build- 
ings and improvements, and shall note the same, and shall deter- 
mine and note separately the true value of every house and other 
building or structure worth over one hundred dollars, and the 
whole shall be added and carried out as the value of such lot or 
tract. 

It is hereby further ordered that this order shall apply to the 
cities of Newark, Jersey City, Paterson, Trenton, Camden, New 
Brunswick, Elizabeth, Hoboken, Bayonne, Orange, Passaic and 
Bridgeton. 

SECOND GENERAL RULES RBGULATING THE PRACTICE 

ON APPEAL. 

First. All complaints of individuals or corporations shall be by 
a written petition of appeal, filed with the Clerk and Secretary 
of said Board, setting forth, in short form and ivith clearness, 
his, her or its cause of complaint, and asking the relief which he, 
she or it desires ; such petition of appeal shall be verified by the 
oath of the complainant, and if a corporation is the com.plainant, 
by the oath of either its President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer or other officer or agent. 

Second. When the complaint is that of a taxing district or 
county, such petition of appeal need not be verified, but only 
signed by its attorney or other officer. 

Third. Complainants may appear by attorney, agent or in 
person. 

Fourth. Petitions of appeal shall be heard in the order of time 
in which the same shall be filed with the Clerk and Secretary, 
excepting those of a taxing district or county, which shall have 
preference over those of individuals or corporations. 
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Fifth. All 8uch petitions of appeal shall be heard sammarily 
by said Board, and the complainant shall produce at the hearing 
such evidence, documentary or otherwise, as will show the injus- 
tice complained of, and particularly the assessed value of similar 
property similarly situated in the same locality, if any. 

Sixth. The complainant filing a petition of appeal must serve a 
copy of such petition upon either the attorney or clerk of the 
taxing district in which such property was assessed, on or before 
the filing the said petition, and file with the Olerk and Secretary 
of the Board such evidence of service. 

Seventh. The said Board will sit in the city of Trenton on the 
first Monday of July next, at 10:30 A. M., for the purpose of 
hearing appeals, and from time to time thereafter until all 
appeals have been disposed of by said Board. 



RULB 8, ADOPTED AND PROMULGATED OCTOBER 18tH, 1892. 

Any cause or other matter may be referred oy the Board, at 
its discretion, to some suitably qualified person, before whom 
the testimony may be taken in writing, and in such case, each 
party, the complainant first and then the defendant, shall proceed 
to take and complete the testimony on his part before such per- 
son qualified to administer an oath, by sessions continued from 
day to day, on proper notice of the time and place of commencing 
the same, which notice shall be served at least two days before 
the day appointed for taking the examination. 

The time for taking testimony, and the time at which testi- 
mony must be closed and returned to the State Board, will be 
fixed by the State Board in each case on application or other- 
wise, and the time for taking testimony above limited shall 
not be extended except by order of the Board or a member 
thereof made upon notice. 

Documentary evidence may be offered as exhibits, or admitted 
by consent of parties, or produced by order of the Board. 

Application to have a cause referred may be made to the Board 
at any session thereof, or in writing to the Board, addressed to 
the Secretary at Trenton. 
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These rules, as will be noticed by the First Annual Report, 
were adopted and promulgated by the Board during the first 
year of its existence, with the exception of Rule Tenth, for the 
guidance of Assessors, which was adopted and promulgated on 
the eighth day of March, eighteen hundred and niuety-two, and 
Rule Eighth, regulating the practice . on appeal, which was 
adopted and promulgated on the eighteenth day of October, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-two. The reason and effect of 
these rules have been referred to at length in the First and 
Second Annual Reports of the Board. 



WORK OF THE BOARD FROM APRIL IST, 1891, TO JANUARY IST, 1894. 

After the First and Second Reports were printed and submitted 
to the Legislature, a copy of each of the reports containing a 
copy of the act of 1891, creating the State Board of Taxation, 
with the rules, recommendations and workings of the Board 
since its creation in April, 1891, was sent to each Assessor and 
Collector throughout the State, and the entire editions were dis- 
tributed, upon application and otherwise, to the press and citizens 
of New Jersey. The reports showing somewhat in detail the 
method and plan of work pursued by the Board, the work and 
results of the various Assessors throughout the State in valuing 
and listing property for the purpose of taxation, were commented 
upon at some length, not only by the press of New Jersey and 
sister States, but by a large number of citizens and organizations, 
by letter and personal interviews with the individual members of 
the State Board. It is gratifying to the Board to be able to state, 
and a source of much encouragement for the faithful and con- 
servative performance of our sometimes delicate, intricate and 
perplexing duties, that the trend of comment by the press and 
citizens of New Jersey was commendatory and encouraging, and 
that the work of the Board was directed in the right direction, 
with a view not only of aiding the Assessors in the performance 
of their duties, but in the correction of those grave abuses in the 
administration and enforcement of the Tax laws of New Jersey 
from which grew the legislation creating the State Board of 
Taxation. 
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SESSIONS OF THE BOARD FROM JANUARY IST, 1893, TO 

JANUARY 1st, 1894. 

At the time of submitting the First and Second Annual 
Reports, January 1st, 1892 and 1898, the Board took occasion to 
say that it was then engaged in hearing appeals filed from the 
assessments of the years 1891, 1892, that at the date of said 
reports all such business had been disposed of; such appeals con- 
tinued to be filed after that date, and the State Board of Taxation 
has held the following sessions for the purpose of hearing appeals 
from assessments for the years 1892 and 1898 : 



City of Trenton Mercer county January 
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Atlantic City Atlantic county. 

Jersey City Hudson county. 
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City of New Brunswick Middlesex county Sept. 20, 1893 [adjourned]. 

City of New Brunswick Middlesex county *' 21, 1893 [adjourned]. 
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City of Trenton Meroer county ^ September 22, 1893 

Freehold Monmouth county ^ " 26, 1893 

City ofTrenton - Mercer county October 3, 1893 

" ** " ^ " 17,1893 

City of Camden ^ Camdencounty " 24, 1893 

City of Patereon Passaic county " 27, 1893 

City of Trenton « Mercer county " 31, 1893 

~ " " November 8, 1893 

" " " " «* 9, 1893 

" " " " 14, 1893 

City of Patereon Passaic county " 15, 1893 

" *' " " 16, 1893 

City of Trenton Mercer county " 21, 1883 

" " " " " 28, 1893 

City of New Brunswick Middlesex county December 5, 1893 

" " Dec. 6, 1893 [adjourned]. 

City of Trenton Mercer county " 12, 1893 

City of New Brunswick Middlesex county " 14, 1893 

City ofTrenton Mercer county " 19, 1893 

20, 1893 

21, 1893 

22, 1893 

26, 1893 

27, 1893 

28, 1893 

29, 1893 

30, 1893 
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In addition to such stated meetings of the Board, the State 
Board of Taxation the past year has pursued the same method as 
in the previous years and as stated in the Second Annual Report, 
viz., meetings by the individual members have been held with 
the assessors in the various parts of the State, and complaints 
calling for special investigation have been made from time to 
time throughout the various parts of the State by single members 
of the Board as provided for in the said act of the Legislature 
creating the State Board of Taxation, and in addition thereto 
special meetings have been held by the Board for consultation, 
deciding the appeals, formulating the judgments, and in some 
cases personally inspecting the property under investigation, 
mapping out the work to be pursued, sending answers to the 
correspondence received by the Board, which has been volumi- 
nous from the Assessors and others, preparing the Annual Re- 
port, and attending to routine business details. 
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THE FIRST AND SECOND ANNUAL REPORTS. 

In the reports submitted to the Legislature, at the sessions of 
the Legislature for the years 1892 and 1893, the Board summar- 
ized the work then done. The first report dealt principally with 
the facts showing inequalities in the valuation of property by the 
Assessors and the large amount of property claimed to be exempt 
from taxation under the statutes of the State ; the second report 
dealt principally with the confusion and uncertainty of the 
statutes showing how individuals and corporations were able 
to evade a just and equal assessment in consequence of such con- 
fusion in the statutes ; and the practice adopted and applied by 
the Board sitting as a board for the purpose of reviewing the 
assessments. These facts, as expressed by the Board, will be 
found in the First and Second Aunual Reports under the heads, 
"True Value," I age 33, 24; "Appeals,'^ page 14; " Practice before 
the Board on Appeals," page 20; "Referring Cases," page 21; 
" Ordering a Re-assessment," page 22 ; " Equalization," page 
22; Statute of Limitations," page 23 ; " Judgments," page 23; 
" Seperate Assessment and Valuation of the Land and the Im- 
provements Thereon," page 25; " Contusion in the Law," page 
34 ; " The Tax Rate," page 38 ; " Classes of Property," page 40 ; 
"Agricultural Lands," page 40 ; " Time when the Assessment is 
Required to be Made," page 41 ; " Meetinsj of the County Board 
of Assessors," page 42 ; " Taxes — When Due and Payable," page 
42; " Exemptions," pas^e 43; "Corporations," page 47; ''De- 
ductions for Debts," page 51; " Mortgages," page 54; "Adjacent 
Farms or Tracts — Where to be Assessed," page 55; "Judicial 
Decisions," page 57 ; " Confirming Assessors' Duplicates," page 
58; "Reports by Assessors," page 58; "Records and Minutes, ' 
page 59; " Cost and Economy of the State Board of Taxation," 
page 59; " Principles of Taxation," page 60; " Theories of Tax" 
ation," page 62 ; " Maxims of Policy from Approved Authori- 
ties," page 62 ; " Constitutional Mandate and Municipal 
Charters," page 69; "School Fund," page 71; "Abstract of 
Ratables," page 72; "School Tax of 1891," page 72; " Com- 
parisoh," page 75 ; " Valuation and Percentage of Increase and 
Decrease," page 81. 
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What has been stated in those reports we hereby reiterate 
and respectfully call the attention of your Honorable Body to the 
same as embodying our views upon more mature reflection, and 
beg to refer to the same as part of this report. Some of the 
abuses therein mentioned have been eliminated if not entirely 
eradicated in the assessment and collection of taxes in this State. 
One of the principal causes producing this result has been a 
more thorough and intelligent understanding by the assessors of 
their duties of assessing property for taxation in the first instance 
throughout the State ; the result of a personal contact with the 
assessors and the State Board of Taxation when hearing appeals, 
making investigation of complaints, solicitation by the Assessors 
for information and the distribution of the Annual Reports of 
the State Board of Taxation to the Assessors, and such other in- 
formation as the State Board has been able to render to the 
Assessors concerning the Statutes of this State on the subject of 
taxation, the valuing and listing of property for assessment and 
the duties of Assessors. 



USEFULNESS OF THE STATE BOARD OF TAXATION. 

The statute creating the State Board of Taxation has been in . 
operation a sufficient length of time to adjust itself and its work- 
ings to the general scheme of taxation in New Jersey, and to 
demonstrate either its usefulness or its ineffiency to accomplish 
the object and purpose of its enactment. Summarized, its use- 
fulness to the State consists iYi these five principal features : 

First A tribunal in which the action of the taxing officers of 
any taxing district, such as the County Board of Assessors of a 
county, or that of any municipality or township, can be reviewe*! 
quickly, cheaply and effectively in the equitable distribution of 
the State school and county tax. This is a new remedy in the 
scheme of taxation in New Jersey, that by certiorari to the Supreme 
Court being inadequate to redress or even reach this class of cases, 
such class of cases having been brought before the State Board 
from the counties of Camden, Hudson, Monmouth, Mercer, Mid- 
dlesex, Salem and Warren. 



16 STATE BOARD OF TAXATION. 

Second. To review and equalize the individual assessments, 
either where the assessment is in excess of the constitutional 
mandate, i. e., true value, or where it is in excess of the valuation 
oi other individual assessments in the same taxing district, i €., 
assessed at a higher percentage of such comparative assessments. 
This later process of equalization is also the creation of a new 
remedy. As the Supreme Court has repeatedly held, until it is 
the established or settled rule of law in New Jersey that if other 
lands than those of the prosecutor or appellant in the township 
or taxing district are assessed much below their value, such as 
twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty or ninety per 
cent, of their value, it is no ground for setting aside an assess- 
ment made upon the constitutional standard, i. 6., true value, or 
one hundred per cent. State t;. Randolph, 1 Dutch. 427 (1856) ; 
State, Paulison v, Taylor, 6 Vr. 184, 189 (1871) ; State, Wharton 
V. Koeter, 9 Vr. 808 (1876) ; State, Cooper w. DeBow, 17 Vr. 286, 
289 (1884); State, Conover v. Davis, 19 Yr. 112 (1886); State, 
Applegate v. Pownell, 20 Vr. 169 (1886) ; State, Maxson v. Segoine, 
24 Vr. 339 (1891). This process of equalization on appeal by the 
State Board of Taxation has completely revolutionized the method 
of assessment in many taxing districts and counties, and it is a 
complete and effectual bar or remedy to the glaring favoritism 
and discrimination which existed for many years in the assess- 
ments as made in many taxing districts of New Jersey. 

Third. The distribution of useful and necessary information 
concerning the law in force and the facts concerning the assess- 
ments and taxation to the various. Assessors, thereby enabling 
them to make the assessments more accurate, equal and thorough, 
one noticeable result in this line has been the adoption, in nearly 
all the cities of this State, of a separate assessment of the land and 
impr^ovements thereon, thereby tending to greater equality in the 
assessments, as provided for by a rule of this Board, following 
the method pursued by one or two of the cities at the time of 
the creation of the State Board of Taxation. 

Fourth. The collection and distribution of facts concerning tax- 
ation and property exempt from taxation by this Board through 
the Annual Report submitted to the Legislature, the first attempt 
at the collection of such facts in the State, from which it has been 
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shown that the exempt property in New Jersey amounts in round 
figures to the enormous sum of seventy-five millions of dollars 
($76,000,000), and that the agricultural or farm lands in the State, 
as a rule, were assessed in excess of their true or market values. 
The entire editions of the First and Second Annual Reports of 
this Board have been so distributed to the people of the State, 
and largely upon application for such information. 

Fifth. The summarizing of the year's work of the Board in 
the Annual Report submitted to the Legislature, with the recom- 
mendations of the Board — the statute creating the State Board 
of Taxation, in express words, making it one of the duties im- 
posed upon the Board to ascertain wherein existing tax laws are 
defective or are improperly or negligently administered, particu- 
larly specifying any means or practices or devices used for the 
evasion of proper taxation, and that the Board should annually 
submit to the Legislature such recommendations as it may find 
necessary to prevent the evasion of just and equal taxation. 

SOME GASES HEARD ON APPEAL BY THE BOARD. 

Of the first class of cases above referred to that have been 
heard by the Board, viz., those of taxing districts in which it 
has been alleged that the appellant has been aggrieved by the 
action of the County Board of Assessors in the proportionate 
amount of State school and county tax such taxing district has 
been required to raise in proportion to the true value of the 
property therein. The Board, as above stated, has heard such 
cases from the counties of Camden, Hudson, Monmouth, Mercer, 
Middlesex, Salem and Warren. The method of investigation 
pursued by the Board in this class of cases has been referred to 
at some length in the First and Second Annual Reports-, to 
which the Board now begs leave to refer. A copy of the judg- 
ment rendered in one of those cases is annexed to this report 
and marked " Schedule B." One important case of such class 
the past year arose in Monmouth county. The township of 
Freehold alleged in a petition filed with the Board that such 
township was aggrieved by the action of the County Board of 
Assessors of that county, held at its annual meeting in Freehold. 

The County Board of Assessors increased the amount of 
2 



18 STATE BOAKD OF TAXATION. 

property returned by the Assessors from three million eighty-four 
thousand seven hundred and fifty-two dollars ($3,084,752) to tour 
millions of dollars ($4,000,000). The township of Freehold 
alleged that such actton of the County Board of Assessors was 
illegal in that the action of such Board was arbitrary and not 
^^ from a careful^ particular and thorough comparison of the said dupli- 
cate" as required by the statute (Sup. Rev., p. 980, section 1 ; P. 
L. 1883, p. 192, approved March 23d, 1883), and was also unwar- 
ranted, in that the Assessor of that township had assessed all 
the property in that township, and had assessed such property as 
near its true or market value as the other Assessors in that county. 

The State Board of Taxation heard- the case at Freehold, 
September 26th, all the taxing districts of that county being 
represented before the Board, either by the Assessors or with its 
attorney. The evidence produced on the part of the township 
of Freehold was heard by the Board, and such evidence as the 
other townships desired to submit, and the State Board of Taxa- 
tion decided that the complaint of the township of Freehold was 
a just one in part, and reduced the amount which the County 
Board of Assessors had imposed on that township from four 
millions of dollars ($4,000,000) to three million one hundred and 
sixty-seven thousand seven hundred and eighty dollars ($3,167,* 
780), being eighty-three thousand and twenty-eight dollars ($83,- 
028) in excess of the amount returned by the Assessor, due to an 
error in not adding the duplicate with accuracy. A case of like 
nature and importance came before the Board the past year from 
the county of Middlesex, and also from the county of Salem. 

Of the second class of cases above referred to that have been 
heard by the Board the past year, viz., those of individuals and cor- 
porations, in which it has been alleged that the appellant had been 
aggrieved by the action of the local assessors-^jfeVs^, in assessing prop- 
erty exempt under the law; second^ in assessing the property in 
excess of the Constitutional standard or true value; or, thirdj in as- 
sessing the property in excess of other property in the same taxing 
districts. The State Board of Taxation has heard such cases from 
the counties of Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, 
Camden, Bergen, Burlington, Mercer, Monmouth, Middlesex, 
Hunterdon, Hudson, Essex, Union, Somerset, Morris, Ocean, 
Passaic and Warren. The practice and method of investigation 
pursued by the Board in this class of cases has been referred to 
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at some length in the First and Second Annual Reports, to which 
the Board now begs leave to refer. A copy of the conaplaint 
as adopted by the Board and also of the judgment as rend- 
ered in those cases is annexed to this report and marked 
" Schedule A." Some of the most important cases of such class 
the past year came from Atlantic City, Camden, Jersey City and 
Paterson, including residential, manufacturing, suburban property, 
and, in fact, most of the different kinds of property in existence 
in those diversified communities. 

One of such cases will illustrate the importance of the cases 
brought before the Board for solution, viz., the Passaic Water 
Company at Paterson, in which the assessment was for five 
hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), and it was proven that part 
of such assessment was designed by the'Assessors to value the 
" Franchise " of such company. The company claimed among 
other causes of complaint that so much of the assessment as rep- 
resented the " Franchise," was not taxable under the statutes of 
New Jersey, and that it should be remitted by the State Board. 
After hearing the argument of Hon. John W. Griggs on the 
part of the company, and Hon. Thomas C. Simonton, Jr., City 
Solicitor, on the part of the city of Paterson, the Board decided 
to dismiss the complaint of the Water Company, for the purpose 
of having that question passed upon by the Supreme Court. 

The briefs submitted by the respective attorneys in this case, 
being so well considered and on a point of such wide interest to 
the subject of taxation, they are hereby made a part of this report 
and they are as follows : 

In the Matter of the Application of the Passaic Water 
Company for a Reduction of Tax Assessments for the 
Year 1893. 

Brkf of T, C. Simonton^ Jr.^ City Counsel of Paterson^ N. J. 

The Counsel of The Passaic Water Company has admitted to 
the State Board of Appeals that if the said company can be as- 
sessed upon its franchise or for its franchise, the assessment of 
five hundred thousand dollars, made by the Board of Assessors 
of Paterson, is not more than such franchise and the other prop- 
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etty incladed in said assessment of said company is worth, and 
in that case sach assessment should stand. 

It is contended on the part of the city that such assessment of 
the franchise was a proper one, and should stand. 

It is contended that the Constitution of the State, Article lY, 
Sec. 7, paragraph 12, as amended in 1875, which provided that 
^^ property shall be assessed for taxes, under general laws and by 
uniform rules according to its true value," inclndeQ franchises of 
corporations. 

First. Because the word property as so used embraced all 
property; "the term property embraces every species of valuable 
rights and interests, including real and personal property, ease- 
ments, franchises and hereditaments."' Black, N. J. Law Taxa- 
tion, Page 18. 

" The term alone embraces everything that is subject of owner- 
ship." Anderson's Die. of Law. 

Second. " Because a franchise is property and nothing more." 
West River Bridge Co. v. Dix et al., 6 Howard 529. 

In Veazie Bank v, Fenno, 8 Wallace (U. S.), p. 547, Mr. Chief 
Justice Chase said : " Franchises are property, often very valu- 
able and productive property, and seem to be as properly objects 
of taxation as any other property." 

In the courts of the United States and those of other States 
the question has been passed upon a number ot times, as the 
following will show. 

"A franchise of a corporation is property, and as such is liable 
to taxation as well as the capital stock and tangible property of 
the corporation. The franchise may also be condemned for pub- 
lic use, under the right of eminent domain, upon due compensa- 
tion being made. The fact that it is difficult to fix a true value 
upon a franchise, and the danger of doing an injustice in attempt- 
ing to tax it, furnishes no objection to the right of the State to 
tax it, as no other species of property can escape taxation on 
account of the difficulty of ascertaining its value." Porter et al. 
V. K. R. L & St. Z. R. R. Co., 76 III., page 561. Decided Jan- 
uary Term, 1875. 

" The franchise is the right to use tangible property in a spe- 
cial manner for the purpose of gain." 

State R. R. Tax Cases, 92 U. S. 575. 
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*' It 18 a thing capable of apprisal and ascertaiiiable by evidence, 

and is frequently made the subject of taxation. It is the right, 

separate and distinct from the capital and moneyed assets of a 

corporation, and as to the value which they furnish no evidence." 

Oonaughty v. Saratoga Bank, 29 N. Y. 401. 

^^ The capital stock, franchises and all real and personal prop- 
erty of corporations are justly liable to taxation." State R. B. 
Tax Cases, 92 U. S., p. 575. 

Bedfield on Railroads lays down the doctrine that the franchise 
is a proper subject of taxation in the following language : 

" We here find the clear recognition of three kinds of corporate 
property taxable to the corporation, and the shares in the hands 
of the corporators distinctly defined as a fourth species of cor- 
porate property, which is taxable to the owners or holders — 

"1. The capital stock. 2. The corporate property. 3. The 
franchise of the corporation^ all of which is taxable to the corpora- 
tion. 4. And the shares in the capital stock, which is taxable 
only to the shareholders." 

Redfield on R. R., 3d Ed., page 453. 

" Corporations, like natural persons, are liable to taxation, both 
npon their property and income and also upon their faculty. The 
faculty of a corporation is its organic life — its corporate existence, 
by which it is enabled to carry on business ; that which it devives 
from its charter of incorporation; its corporate franchise." 
Redfield on Railway, 3d Ed., page 452. 

All of the above decisions were rendered and the right to tax 
franchises clearly set forth by Mr. Redfield in his valuable work, 
before the decision of the Supreme Court and Court of Errors 
and Appeals in our own State in the. case of Central R. R. Co. v. 
State Board of Assessors, 19 Yr., page 1, &c., and the appeal 
thereof reported in same volume, page lit), &c. 

In this case Chief Justice Beasley delivered the opinion and 
used the following language when referring to the right to tax 
corporate franchises : 

"As to the question whether corporate franchises are taxable, 
we think it must receive an affirmative answer. N"or, in our 
opinion, is the subject debatable at the preeent, as the doctrine 
has already been accredited by so many decisions, as well of the 
federal as of the State courts." 
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When the question came up in the Court of Errors and Ap- 
peals, the Chancellor, in delivering his opinion, which was con- 
curred in by a majority of the court, (19 Vr., page 283,) said : 

''And here it will not be out of place to speak as to the taxa- 
bility of franchises. They are undoubtedly property, and, as 
such, taxable. Burroughs on Taxation, Sec. 85; Society for 
Savings v. Coite, 6 Wall. 594; State R. R. Tax Cases, 92 U. 8. 
575." 

The two decisions of our own State are broad statements of 
the principle that the franchise of a corporation is property and 
a proper subject of taxation and is taxable. 

The counsel for The Passaic Water Company contends that 
there is no law under which the franchise of the company can be 
taxed, and claims that the general tax act of 1866 does not em- 
brace it. 

Section 2 of the said act of 1866, Rev. St., 1150, especially 
provides '' That oM real and personal estate within this State, 
whether owned by individuals or by corporations, shall be liable 
to taxation at the full and actual value thereof," &c. 

And the next Sections, 3 and 4, mark the distinction between 
real and personal estate. 

« 

Sec. 4, which reads as follows : 

'' That the term personal estate, as used in this act, shall be 
construed to include goods and chattels of every description, &c.,** 
and although it does not enumerate franchise, yet the section was 
not intended to exclude and does not exclude from taxation any 
personal estate, but merely designates what sort of property shall 
be construed to be included in the term " Personal estate." 

" The power of taxation is an essential attribute of sovereignty, 
reaching to all property and persons belonging to a body politic. 
If the Legislature grant an exemption from taxation to some 
corporations nothing should be left to implication, but the extent 
of the intended relief must appear and be clearly expressed in 
the Legislative act." 

State V. Newark, 2 Dutch. 519. 

" There is no principle of the law of taxation more clearly or 
firmly settled than that when an exemption is claimed that the 
statute authorizing such exemption should be clear and explicit, 
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free from all doubt and uncertainty, not depending on implication 
and conBtruction." The State v. Wilson, 1 Penn., 300-308. 

" An exemption cannot be created by implication. An ambig- 
uity in the terms of the statute must opf^rate against an exemp- 
tion." State V. Bently, 3 Zab. 582 ; Water Power Co. v. Parker, 
8 Vr., p. 426. 

'^ The presumption is always against exemption and in favor 
of taxation." Wiggins Ferry Co. v. City East St. Louis, 107 U. 
S., p. 865, &c. 

The term personal estate, used in the second section of Laws 
1866, includes every property or right or thing capable of owner- 
ship not being land or interest therein, and of course, as a fran- 
chise is property, as shown above, it is included in the term " All 
personal estate," and therefore is liable to taxation. It has not 
been exempted by the Legislature of the State, and as exemption 
in express words must be shown, and there being none, and the 
franchise being property, it is subject to taxation. 

Admitting for the sake of argument that a franchise cannot be 
taxed under the laws of 1866 because it is not mentioned in Sec. 
4 of that Act, yet there can be no doubt that it is liable to. a tax 
under the act entitled " A Supplement to act entitled ' An act 
concerning corporations.' " (Rev.) P. L. 1878, page 61 ; Sup. 
Rev., p. 170, Sec. 93, which reads as follows: 

" That all the real and personal estate of every corporation in- 
corporated by any act of the Legislature, or by the filing of a 
certificate or otherwise under any general law of this State, shall 
be taxed the same as the real and personal estate of an individ- 
ual," &c. 

Under this act all the real and personal estate of a corporation 
shall be taxed. The terms embrace all species of property, and 
as franchise is property, it is liable to taxation, and therefore the 
municipal tax in the present case should stand. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. C. SiMONTON, Jr., 
Counsel for City of Paterson. 
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In the Matter of the Application of the Passaic Water 
Company for a Reduction of Tax Assessments for the 
Year 1893. 

Brief of John W. OriggSy of Counsel with the Company. 

It is admitted by the coaDsel of the city that the asseBsmeDt of 
five hundred thoasand dollars against the company, headed 
^^ Specials/' is intended to include the valuation of the franchise 
of the company, or, as otherwise put by the city counsel before 
the Board, " earning power " of the corporation. 

The question is, whether the city has the right to tax the fran- 
chise or corporate rights of the company, placing a valuation 
upon them and classing them with personal property, as has been 
attempted in this case. 

The Tax act of 1866 (Rev., sec. 61) provides that all real and 
personal property within this State, whether owned by individ- 
uals or corporations, shall be liable to taxation at the full and 
actual value thereof. 

Section 62 defines the term ^^ real estate." 

Section 63 defines the term ^' personal estate " as including 
goods and chattels of every description, including steamboats and 
other vessels, money, debts due or owing from solvent debtors, 
public stocks and stocks in corporations, whether said personal 
estate be within or without this State. 

I know of no other legislative authority for a municipal cor- 
poration to tax the property of a corporation except that con- 
tained in the law above cited. 

This act is referred to in the case of Pipe Line Co. v. Berry, 
24 Vr. 212, 23 Vr. 308, as the existing law for the taxation of 
real and personal property of corporations. 

While it is true that the franchise of a corporation, in the 
sense that that term is used in the Railroad Tax act of 1884, is 
property, and may be valued and assessed for the purposes of 
taxation if the Legislature so directs^ yet it is manifest that the 
value of the franchise is not included in the definitions of real 
estate and personal property as given in the statute of 1866. 

I think it can be safely stated that it never was within the 
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mind of the Legislature in 1866 to tax the franchise of any cor- 
poration as property. 

At the time of the enactment of the Railroad Tax law of 1884, 
when it was for the first time in the history of this State proposed 
to value the franchise of a corporation as property, it was very 
strenuously insisted by the representatives of the railroad cor- 
porations, which included among its counsel Cortlandt Parker, 
George M. Robeson, Thomas N, McCarter, Barker Gummere 
and Judge Edward T. Green, that a franchise was not property 
and could not, as such, be made the subject of taxation by any act 
of legislation. 

It was not suggested at that time that any Tax act previously 
passed in the State had even attempted to subject the franchise 
of a corporation to a property tax. If such had been the case 
the fact would undoubtedly have been impressed upon the inten- 
tion of the Legislature by the eminent counsel who appeared in 
opposition to the counsel of the railroad companies. 

The Railroad Assessment cases which were taken to the 
Supreme Court and thence to the Court of Errors, from the act 
of 1884, the Court of Errors and Appeals decided for the first 
time in this State that the franchise of a corporation was 
property, and might be made a subject of taxation as such. 

But in the absence of words in the Tax act to include the fran- 
chise as property y it would not be taxable. Such words are not 
found in any tax law except the Railroad Tax act of 1884. 

In that case, however, special and particular provisions are 
made with reference to the means of ascertaining the value of 
the franchises of railroad corporations. 

It is not to be thought that the Legislature would subject other 
corporations, some of which are of equal importance to railroads, 
to the same kind of a tax without providing some means by 
which the value of the franchises could be ascertained. 

In this particular case of the Water Company no efiort what- 
ever appears to have been made to ascertain whether the fran- 
chise waB of any value or not. 

There is no case to be found in our reports in which any 
attempt has ever been made to tax the franchise of any corpora- 
tion except a railroad. 

Neither the Pipe Line case above referred to, nor the case of 
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the K. J. Hedge Co. v, Craig, 22 Vr. 437, recognizes or alludes 
in the remotest manner to any proposition to tax the value of a 
franchise. In the latter case the Court merely decided that the 
value of certain choses in action belonging to the company might 
be ascertained, and the property taxed for them as personal prop- 
erty. This was clearly within the terms ol the Tax act of 1866, 
Sec. 4, and gives no justification for the present attempt to tax 
the franchise of the water company. 

To tax the franchise of this company would be an unfair dis- 
crimination. 

As a matter of fact, I assert, and the city counsel may deny it 
if it is untrue, that the city has not attempted to levy a similar 
tax against any corporation in the city. There are brewery com- 
panies, gas companies, cemetery companies, manufacturing com- 
panies of all kinds, and various miscellaneous companies located 
here, all having franchises more or less valuable, and yet no 
attempt has been made to levy a tax against them for this pur- 
pose. 

For that reason, also, the tax would be void to the extent of 
the valuation put upon the franchise of the water company, if 
for no other. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John W. Griggs. 



STATE CONTROL OVER LOCAL ASSESSMENTS. 

The principle underlying the legislation which created the State 
Board of Taxation, viz., State control over local assessments, and a 
tribunal freed from local influences in which disputes concerning 
the assessment and valuation of property for taxation can be set- 
tled, has been adopted and applied in many of our sister States, 
notably so in Connecticut, Nev York, Minnesota, Michigan, In- 
diana, Illinois, Wisconsin and California. The term by which such 
tribunal is known is variously designated as the State Board of 
Equalization, State Board of Control, and the Tax Appeal Court. 
The State Board of Taxation in this State combines in its crea- 
tion the three main principles of such legislation, viz., general 
State control over the local Assessors and the assessment, the 
equalization of the State school tax, so called, and the county tax 
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between the various taxing districts of a county and a tribunal 
or court for settling disputed questions of valuation, to which 
may be added a fourth, viz., suggestions or recommendations to 
the law-making power for rei^edies against the evasion of taxes 
and remedial legislation. Some such legislation seems to have 
been in the line of the needs of the people on this subject, and 
the experience of many of our sister States. 



EXEMPTIONS. 

The State Board of Taxation would respectfully call attention 
to the large amount of property exempt from taxation under the 
statutes of New Jersey, The act of 1891 was the first law that 
directed this class of property to be valued by the Assessors. Such 
valuation is necessarily inaccurate as made by the Assessors. 
The State Board of Taxation has made a general valuation of 
such property, with the aid of the data furnished by the local 
Assessors, which is estimated to be seventy-five millions of 
dollars ($75,000,000). This subject of exemptions was com- 
mented upon at length in the Second Annual Report, at pages 
43-46, from which the following citation is taken : 

" The State Board ot Taxation has estimated that the exempt 
property in the State of New Jersey under these various statutes 
is somewhere about seventy-five millions of dollars ($75,000,000). 
We recommend to the Legislature that this subject of exempting 
property from taxation be taken up and re-enacted into one clear 
and distinct statute, based upon some well-recognized principle 
of public policy. The State Board in its First Annual Report 
recommended the following to the careful consideration of the 
Legislature, which we hereby repeat as embodying the views of 
the State Board of Taxation : 

^^FirsL The property of the United States and the State of 
New Jersey. 

^^ Second. The property ot the respective counties, cities, towns, 
townships, boroughs and other municipalities of this State, when 
used for public purposes, and not otherwise. 
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*^ Third. All baildings actaally and exclasively used for colleges, 
public BchoolB and academies where no charge is made for tuition, 
public libraries, or for religious worship or for charitable pur- 
poses, and the ground whereon the same are situated, the 
furniture thereof and the personal property used therein, pro- 
vided that no building or other property so used which may be 
rented for such purposes and rent received therefor by the owner, 
shall be excepted. 

^^Fmrth. Cemeteries and grave-yards ; but this exception shall 
not apply to lands or lots owned or held for sale for burial 
purposes, or to the stock of corporations organized for the 
purpose of dealing in such lands or lots." 

The Legislature at the last session passed three statutes en- 
larging the range of exemption, which are as follows : 

^^ First. That all bonds, securities, improvements, certificates, 
and other evidences of indebtedness heretofore or hereafter issued 
by this State, or by any county thereof, or by any city, town, 
township, borough, school district, or other municipality of this 
State, shall be exempt from taxation for any purpose." P. L. 
1893, p. 485, chap. CCLXXIf. 

^^ Second. That the dwelling-house owned by any religious 
corporation, and the land upon which the same stands, while and 
during only the time actually used by the officiating clergyman 
of such religious corporation, shall be exempt from taxation to 
an amount not exceeding' five thousand dollars, but not more 
than one dwelling us.ed by any one religious corporation shall be 
so exempt." P. L. 1893, p. 225, chap. OXXII. 

^^ Third. That the real and personal estate of any exempt fire- 
men's association and of all firemen's relief associations, incor- 
porated under the laws of this State, and which is used exclu- 
sively for the purposes of such association, shall be exempt from 
aH State, county and municipal taxation, so long as such property 
is used exclusively for such purpose." P. L. 1898, p. 422, chap. 
CCXLIL 
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SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE BOARD FOR LEGISLATION. 

The statute under which this Board is acting in express words 
makes it the duty of the State Board of Taxation to annually 
submit to the Legislature such recommendations as it may find 
necessary to prevent the evasion of just and equal taxation. In 
fulfillment of that duty the State Board of Taxation submits the 
following specific recommendations, summarized as follows : 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS. 

First. The attention of the Legislature is respectfully called to 
the agitation of the subject of taxation by many of our sister 
States, and that in the opinion of many thoughtful students on 
this subject, the principles on which our present tax legislation 
for raising revenue for local purposes is obsolete and impractical, 
and whether it is the part of wisdom to take advanced ground 
on this subject at the present time is submitted to the wisdom of 
the Legislature. 

Second. The present Tax laws for raising the revenue for local 
purposes are confused, intricate and unnecessarily complicated. 
Whether the entire body of the Tax laws and decisions of the 
courts should not be re-drafted and re-enacted into one complete 
and harmonious statute or code, simple, clear and harmonious, 
applicable to all the taxing districts of the State. 

Third. As tending to that end, and with that object and pur- 
pose in view, the State Board of Taxation recommed the follow- 
ing subjects for legislative action, which it is thought will make 
improvements in our system of local taxation : 

1. Making the time for assessment, its completion, collection 
of taxes, and the time when they shall become a lien on the 
property, uniform throughout the State in all taxing districts, 
and giving each taxpayer and each taxing district ample oppor- 
tunity to ascertain the amount of the assessment of individuals, 
corporations and taxing districts, and this for the purpose of 
obtaining evidence on which to base an appeal in case of unjust 
or illegal assessment. 

2. Ke-drafting the law on the subject of exemptions, and 
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limiting sach exemptions to the narrowest possible limits 
founded upon principles ot sound public policy. 

3. Limiting the tax rate at a figure beyond which any taxing 
district may not have power to increase. 

4. Requiring all Assessors in cities of the State to assess the 
land and the improvements thereon separately and by separate 
valuations. 

5. Permitting no deductions for debts except from the assessed 
value of personal property, mortgages excepted. 

6. Compelling Assessors to obey the law by penalties of for- 
feiture, with increased pay for the Assessors in townships under 
ten thousand (10,000) inhabitants. 

7. Requiring all incorporated companies in the State of New 
Jersey, on demand, to file with the State Board of Taxation a 
list of their shareholders, with the address and the true value of 
such shares of stock, and requiring the said corporations to pay 
the tax of such shares as are held by non-residents of the State. 

8. Requiring Assessors to make certain specified returns to 
the State Board of Taxation. 

9. Amending the act of April 1st, 1869 (Rev., p. 1161, § 99), 
which provides that every person shall be assessed in the town- 
ship or ward where he resides for all shares of the stock of any 
national bank in this State. Such shares of stock should be as- 
sessed and the taxes paid in the taxing district where the bank- 
ing building and the land whereon it is located are situated. 
Such land and building claim exemption under § 81, Rev., p. 1159. 
The practical result, as the law now stands, is that many of the 
shares of stock of these banks are not assessed at all, the 
Assessors not having the means of ascertaining where such 
shares are held, and a difierent value is placed upon the same 
stock in difierent taxing districts. 

10. Power by the State Board of Taxation to certify to the 
Supreme Court questions of law relating to taxation upon a state- 
ment of facts found by the State Board of Taxation. 

« 

CODIFICATION. 

In addition to such specific subjects for legislative considera- 
tion, the State Board of Taxation suggests that the entire body 
of the law relating to the local or municipal assessments, both 
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statute and case law, be codified. This could be done trom two 
standpoints, as may seem either wise or expedent : 

First. Simply re-draft and re-enact, by a revision bill, the law 
as it now is without essential or radical changes. The result 
gained, if properly and successfully done, would be clearness, cer- 
tainty and simplicity. 

Second. Tear down the whole structure as it is now in force 
and make a complete new code of tax law, applicable alike 
throughout the State. 

Neither one of these courses are recommended by the State 
Board of Taxation, but simply suggested for the purpose of call- 
ing your Honorable body to this subject of local or municipal 
taxation. If either one or the other of these courses was approved, 
the State Board of Taxation might be directed, by express legis- 
lation, to prepare such bills ; such work not now being included 
or intended by the statute creating the State Board of Taxation. 



GBNBRAL RBVIEW OF THB A»SBSSMBNTS FOR THE YEAR 1893. 

The law regulating the assessments does not require Assessors 
to make returns of data and facts to the State Board of Taxation, 
hence the Board has no official figures and tables by which com- 
parisons can be made. The information submitted in this Report 
is gathered by the Board ; by the secretary ; from investigations 
made by individual members of the Board ; from personal in- 
spection of property by the Board, and from the evidence sworn 
to before the Board when sitting for the purpose of hearing the 
appeals. The presentation of such facts in the Annual Report 
with clearness and succinctness, so that comparisons can be made 
and accurate conclusions drawn, is a difficult problem. No true 
standard of comparison can be established without undue pro- 
lixity and minuteness. The following tables will give important 
information on some of the salient facts of the assessments, such 
as the total valuation of the property in the State, the total valu- 
ation of the respective counties and some of the most important 
taxing districts, the amount of exempt proper*:y, the tax rate, the 
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method of asBessment, with many other details. In the first 
Annual Report, the Board attempted to summarize some of the 
essential facts of the assessments by grouping the property into 
classes, making comparisons each with the other, from which gen- 
eral conclusions were drawn. The facts have somewhat changed 
since that Report was made, thus the assessments of agricultural 
lands in the State have been gradually and substantially lowered 
in many counties of the State, thus relieving the farmers of some 
ot the hardships and burdens of which they so justly complained. 
In most of the cities of this State a more equitable assessment 
has been made by the assessment of the land and buildings 
separately, although in the city of Bayonne, Hudson county, 
this method has not been adopted and very little improve- 
ment has been made in the assessments in that city. This is 
due, largely, to the fact that the Assessor is appointed in that city 
by the Common Council yearly, and the appointment, frequently, 
is not made before July first, and the Assessor has little time, 
opportunity or inclination to do more than copy the assessments 
of the previous year. Some noticeable examples of stupid blunders 
in the clerical work of the assessment has been brought to the 
attention of the State Board of Taxation, as well as gross inequal- 
ities in the assessment, due to lack of time on the part of the 
Assessor to examine the properties assessed and compare them 
with one another. 

The assessment of farms, houses and lots and property of like 
characteristics are easily equalized and with substantial justice, 
but there are three classes of property that are difficult for the 
Assessors — in the first instance to value correctly and equally so 
for the State Board of Taxation to equalize satiefactorily on ap- 
appeal. The first of these is large manufacturing plants ; second, 
tracks of lands otit into building lots adjacent to our many grow- 
ing cities, and third, large and expensive houses and grounds 
built in the suburbs of some of the cities. 

The first of these classes the State Board of Taxation has en- 
deavored to establish business methods between the Assessors 
and their owners and proprietors, insisting that the Assessors 
should be aided in their work by means, opportunities and facts 
by which a just assessment could be made, and on appeal having 
the facts brought out so that such results can be fairly reached 
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and, in many instances, th^ conclusions reached by the Board 
and the method thus pursued have produced beneficial results. 

The second class of cases has been more troublesome and will 
continue to be so as long as such lands have such different values 
as viewed from different standpoints. 



VALUATIONS OF THE STATB OP NBW JERSEY FOR THE YEAR 1893, 

REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

JLtlantic $16,960,014 

Bergen 20,652,336 

Burlington 24,411,273 

Camden 44,622,468 

Gape May... 5,091,000 

Cumberland 17,356,000 

Essex.. 175,926,000 

Qlouceeter« 14.809,410 

Hudson 141,591,212 

Hunterdon 19,979,460 

Mercer , 41,229,995 

Middlesex 26,389,551 

Monmouth *41,036,300 

Morris 24,913,092 

Ocean 5,968,892 

Passaic 49,622,920 

Salem 15,072,802 

Somerset 17,344,657 

Sussex 10,296,020 

Union 33,655,275 

Warren 18,995,997 

Total $765,824,674 



TAXABLE AND EXEMPT PROPERTY IN THE STATE. 

The total assessed valuation of property in the State subject to 
taxation, is as follows : 

Value of real and personal property 1893 $765,824,674 

Valuation of railroad and canal property, 1893 (subject to review).. 252,468,389 



Total $988,293,463 



♦Valuation of 1892. 
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Property exempt from taxation — 

Dedaction of debts under act of April 11th, 1866.. 38,179»554 

Exempt property, as returned by the local assessors, nnder act of 
March 19th, 1891, viz : 

Ghnrches and parsonages 122,000,000 

Pablic school property... 9,064,135 

Colleges and seminaries 6,000,000 

Cemeteries 11,000,000 

Pablic property 12,000,000 

60,064,135 

Exemption of veterans, National Guardsmen, firemen, etc., esti- 
mated 8,000,000 

Total... $1,086,537,152' 



VALUATIONS AND PERCENTAGE OF INCREASE AND DECREASE — 

1891-1892. 

Valuation of Valuation of 

Counties. 1891. 1892. Decrease. Increase. 

Atlantic $15,874,850 $15,988,185 $113,335 

Bergen 19,160,101 19,747,087 576,986 

Burlington 24,420,178 24,398,412 $21,766 

Camden 32,176,657 43,517,093 11,340,436 

Cape May 4,493,000 4,977,000 484,000 

Cumberland 16,869,000 16,865,305 3,695 

Essex. 154,712,000 166,183,000 11,471,000 

Gloucester. 14,675,116 14,625,083 50,033 

Hudsoni. 133,495,054 139,063,141 5,568,087 

Hunterdon... 20,500,805 20,136,256 364,549 

Mercer 40,213,974 41,179,320 965,846 

Middlesex 25,297.302 25,931,107 633,805 

Monmouth 40,589,400 41,03i,300 446,900 

Morris 24,070,000 24,538,545 468,545 

Ocean.. 5,557,290 5,906,783 349,493 

Passaic 40,116,631 44,755,262 4,638,631 

Salem 15,107,412 14,920,394 187,018 

Somerset 16,650,000 17,051,000 401,000 

Sussex 10,151,116 10,261,277 110,161 

Union 30,990,000 32,684,500 1,694,500 

Warren 18,947,371 18,994,032 46,661 



Totals $701,817,354 $742,759,083 $627,061 $41,941,729 

Decrease 627,061 



Total increase, 1892 $41,314,668 
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Valuations of 
Counties 1892. 

Atlantic $15,988,185 

Bergen 19,747,087 

Burlii^;ton... 24.398,412 

Camden 43,517,093 

Cape May 4,977,000 

Cumberland 16,865,305 

Eesex 166,183,000 

Gloucester 14,625,083 

Hudson 139,063,141 

Hunterdon 20,136,256 

Mercer 41,179,320 

Middlesex 25,931,107 

Monmouth 41,036,300 

Morris 24,538,545 

Ocean 5,906,783 

Passaic 44,755,262 

Salem 14,920,394 

Somerset 17,051,000 

Sussex 10,261,277 

Union 32,684,500 

Warren 18,994,032 



Valuations of 
1893. 

$16,960,014 
20,652,336 
24,411,273 
44,622,468 
5,091,000 
17,356,000 

175,926,000 
14,809,410 

141,591,212 
19,979,460 
41,229,995 
26,389,551 
41,036,300 
24,913,092 
5,968,892 
49,622,920 
15,072,802 
17,344,657 
10,296.020 
33,655,275 
18,995,997 



Decrease. 



$156,796 



Increase. 

$991,829 

905,249 

12,861 

1,105,375 
114,000 
490,705 

9,743,000 
184,327 

2,528,071 

150,675 

458,444 

*446,900 

625,453 

62,109 

4,867,658 

152,508 

293,657 

34,743 

970,775 

1,906 



Total $742,759,082 $765,824,674 $156,796 $23,942,448 

Decrease 156,796 



Total increase, 1893 $23,785,652 

The following figures show the increase in valuation from 1880 
to 1890, and from 1890 to and including 1893, compared : 



1880 $9,725,180 

1881 8,834,704 

1882 8,016.654 

1883 13,027,193 

1884 6,633,045 

1885 ^ 10,709,841 

1886 7,717,349 

1887 13,651,057 

1888 16,759,653 

1889 14,427,810 



1890 $31,874,937 

1891 51,340,329 

1892 41,314,668 

1893 23,789,652 



Total increase from 1880 
to 1890 (ten years) $109,503,466 



Total increase from 1890 
to 1893 (four years) $148,319,586 



These figures show the great increase in the material property 
of the State during the past lour years under efficient enforce- 
ment of the tax laws. 



♦Increase of 1892 over 1891. Tctals of 1893 not returned. 
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1892. 

The following table gives the relative value which the personal 
property bears to the real estate in each coanty of the State for 
the year 1892 : 



Counties.. Real Estate. 

Atlantic $14,797,615 

Bergen 18,054,872 

Burlington 21,293,264 

Camden , 40,273,790 

Cape May.., 4,506,003 

Cumberland 14,189,714 

Essex 137,779,316 

Gloucester 12,729,582 

Hudson ^ 127,861,205 

Hunterdoiv ^ 16,772,247 

Mercer 33.078,039 

Middlesex...,.., 22,469,500 

Morris 21,141,525 

Monmouth ....;. ; ;...; 31,428,367 

Oceau 5,288,485 

Passaic 38,215,452 

Salem......... 11,913,982 

Somerset 14,514,442 

Sussex 8,572,764 

Union 28,889,745 

Warren 15,330,759 



Personal. 

$1,508,695 

2,153,470 

6,295,166 

3,243,303 

535,777 

5,194,416 

30,695,695 

4,773.501 

11,201,936 

10,318,540 

12,267,209 

4,498,068 

4.318,715 

9,295,657 

1,052,654 

6,539,810 

6,441,079 

. 6,315,615 

4,166,190 

4,722,495 

6,640,501 



Per cent. 
Real. 

90.7 

87.3 
87.7 
92.6 
8i^.3 
73.2 
81.9 
72.7 
91.9 
61.9 
72.9 
83.2 
83.0 
77.2 
83.4 
85.4 
649 
69 7 
67.7 
85.7 
698 



Per cent. 
Personal. 

93 
10.7 
12.3 

7.4 
10.7 
26.8 
18.1 
27.3 

8.1 
38.1 
27.1 
16.8 
17.0 
22.8 
16.6 
146 
35.1 
30 3 
32.7 
14.1 
302 



8.1 18.9 



The table summarized shows that the counties in which the 
real estate valuation amounts to 90 per cent, and over the gross 
valuations are Atlantic, Camden and Hudson; 86 and 90, 
Bergen, Burlington, Cape May, Passaic and Union; 80 and 85, 
Ocean, Morris, Middlesex and Essex; 75 and 80, Monmouth; 
70 and 75, Cumberland, Gloucester and Mercer; 65 and 70, 
Somerset, Sussex and Warren; 60 and 65, Hunterdon and 
Salem. 



The following table gives the relative value which the personal 
property bears to the real estate in each county of the State for 
the year 1893 : 
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Counties. Real Estate. 

Atlantic 114,977,669 

Bergen 19,097,361 

Burlington..... 21,450,283 

Camden 41,748,625 

Gape May 4,612,326 

Cumberland 14,649,706 

Essex.. 140,889,915 

Gloucester 12,797,435 

Hudson 130,209,002 

Hunterdon 16,620,399 

Mercer 33.471,976 

Middlesex.... 22,911,953 

Morris 21,685,673 

Monmouth.... 

Ocean 5,334,355 

Passaic 41,930,720 

Salem 11,974,083 

Somerset 14,829,685 

Sussex 8,621,224 

Union , 29,744,435 

Warren 16,449,469 



Average in State. 



Personal. 

$2,554,874, 

2,052,555 

6,213,786 

2,873,843 

544.978 

5,139,848 

32,348,474 

4,656,519 

11,882,210 

10,040,209 

11,960,173 

4,488j679 

4,179,176 



Per cent. 
Ileal. 

65.4 

90.3 

77.5 

03.5 

89.4 

74 

81.3 

73.9 

91.9 

83.3 

73.6 

82.4 

80.4 



81 



Per cent. 
Personal. 

14f 

9.7 
S».5 

65 
10.6 
26 
18.7 
26.1 

8.1 
37.7 
26.4 
17.6 
19.6 



1,058,174 


83 5 


165 


7,692.200 


84.5 


15.5 


6,391,250 . 


65.2 


34.8 


6,343,115 


70 


30 


3,996.993 


68.3 


31.7 


4,868,952 


85.9 


14.1 


6,446,748 


71 


29 



19 



The table summarized shows that the counties in which the 
real estate valuation amounts to 90 per cent, and over the gross 
valuations are Bergen, Camden and Hudson ; 85 and 90 per cent., 
Atlantic, Cape May and Union; 80 and 86 per cent., Essex, 
Middlesex, Morris, Ocean and Passaic; 75 and 80 per cent., 
Burlington; 70 and 75 per cent., Cumberland, Gloucester, 
Mercer, Somerset and Warren ; 65 and 70 per cent., Salem and 
Sussex; 60 and 65 per cent., Hunterdon. 



CITIES. 

The annexed table gives the amount of real and personal 
property in each city, and shows the proportion that the personal 
property bears to the real estate in each place. 

City of Newark. Population, 181,830. 

Real Estate. 1102,412,335 

Personal .: •... 27,285,668 

Total...... ; 1129,698,003 
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Jersey City. Population, 163,003. 

Real Estate 178,174,530 

Personal 6,894,550 

Total 85,069,080 

Patereon. Population, 78,347. 

Real Estate....^ 132,400,465 

Personal ; 6,587,200 

Total 138,987,665 

Camden. Population, 58,31 \ 

Real Estate 180,894,188 

Personal 1,696,800 

Total $32,590,988 

Trenton. Population, 57,458. 

Real Estate 122,377,252 

Personal 7,303,606 

Total 129,680,858 

Hoboken. Population, 43,648. 

Real Estate 120,801,200 

Personal 1,989,395 

Total.. $22,790,595 

Elizabeth. Population, 37,764. 

Real Estate $14,298,745 

Personal 2,165,180 

Total $16,463,925 

Bayonne. Population, 19,033. 

Real Estate - $10,419,757 

Personal 607,650 

Total $11,027,407 

Harrison. Population, 8 ,334. 

Real Estate $2,792,550 

Personal *. 251,300 

Total ^ $3,043,850 
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Morristown. Popalation, 8,156. 

Real Estate $7,441,800 

Personal 1,275,200 

Total $8,717,000 

BnrliDgton. Population, 7,264. 

Real Estate $2,661,076 

Personal 660,669 

Total.... $3,121,644 

Rahway. Population, 7,105. 

Real Estate $2,664,326 

Personal 422,850 

Total $2,987,175 

Gloucester City. Population, 6,564. 

Real Estate $1,783,130 

Personal 216,250 

Total $1,999,380 

Hackensack. Population, 6,004. 

Real Estate $2,126,395 

Personal : 313,800 

Total $2,439,196 

Salem. Population, 6,516. 

Real Estate $2,495,460 

Personal 1,662,260 

Total $4,157,700 

Bordentown. Population, 4,282. 

Real estate. $1,470,870 

Personal 230,673 

Total $1,701,643 

Lambertville. Population, 4,142. 

Real estate $1,537,450 

Personal 1,646,061 

Total , $3,083,611 
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Orange. Population, 18>884. 

Real estate, $7,158,600 

Personal 943,900 

Total 18,102,400 



New Brunswick. Population, 18,603. 

Real esUte. $8,040,000 

Personal 2,160,000 

Total $10,200,000 

Atlantic City. Population, 18,055. 

Real estate $10,539,286 

Personal : 1,689,739 

Total $12,229,025 

Passaic City. Population, 18,028. 

Real estate $4,892,120 

Personal 607,825 

Total $5,499,945 

Bridgeton. Population, 11,424. 

Real estate $4,462,496 

Personal 1,619,445 

Total $6,081,941 



Plainfield. Population, 11,267. 

Real estate $5,935,435 

Personal 1,144,315 

Total $7,079,750 

Millville. Population, 10,002. 

Real estate $2,861,405 

Personal 1,332,451 

Total $4,193,856 
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Perth Amboy. Population, 9,512. 

Bealestote. (2,930,685 

Personal 184,480 

Total.^ $3,115,165 

Phillipeburg. Population, 8,644. 

Beal estate $2,515,310 

Personal 653,752 

Total $3,169,062 



SCHOOL FUND. 

Our free public school system is so intimately connected with 
our system of taxation that it demands more than ordinary con- 
sideration. This Board has already in the two former reports 
devoted some time and space to the subject. It will, perhaps, 
be well to state that the same general relationship still exists 
between school and taxation as has heretofore existed since the 
constitution of this Board. 

It is evident that taxation is the foundation stone upon which 
rests the structure of our free public schools. Whenever the 
money raised by taxation gives out, then oui* system of free public 
schools ends. 

Our people seem willing to pay taxes for the support of schools. 
They do it ungrudgingly and without complaint, and it is only on 
the distribution of the taxes — the Reserve Fund — so raised, to the 
different counties that complaint is made and dissatisfaction 
arises. Prior to the organization of the State Board of Taxation 
the gross inequalities of the distribution of the Reserve Fund were 
glaringly and manifestly unjust, owing principally to unfair and 
unequal valuation of taxable property by the assessors of the 
different taxing districts in the counties of the State, and also, 
perhaps, to some other causes. 

In 1891, at the time of the organization of this Board, the dis- 
satisfaction at the distribution of the Reserve Fund, based on the 
valuation of the taxables of each county as returned in the 
abstracts of ratables from the several counties, was deep and wide- 
spread, owing to the fact that some counties of the State received 
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from the School Fand a larger sum of money than they paid 
to it, owing to a low valuation of taxables by the respective 
asBesBors. 

Other counties of the State received from the reserve fund a 
smaller sum of money than they contributed to it, owing to a 
higher valuation of taxables by the respective assessors. 

Other counties received from the Keserve Fund the exact sum 
of money which they contributed to it, owing to a nearer ap- 
proximation to the constitutional standard of true value and the 
care and prudence of the respective assessors, and sonie com- 
plainants were bold enough to charge that these discrepancies 
and inequalities were not accidental, but were made for the sole 
purpose of accomplishing the end which was attained. 

The State Board of Taxation addressed itself to this condition 
of affairs, and directed its labors towards bringing about such an 
equality of assessment as would be just to the individual tax- 
payer and the respective counties, so that each county should 
pay into the Reserve Fund the exact sum of money it received 
from it as nearly as could be done under our laws. 

It is gratifying to the State Board of Taxation to report that 
this end has been accomplished to a great extent, and much of it 
is due to the cooperation of the taxpayers and the local assessors 
with the labors of this Board. 

A detailed account and itemized table is incorporated in this 
report, which will more fully exemplify the above statements and 
to which reference is made. 



ORIGIN OF THE SCHOOL FUND AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

STATE SCHOOL TAX. 

COLONIAL PERIOD — TO CONSTITUTION OF 1776. 

During the Colonial period we find no legislation in relation 
to free public schools, or, for that matter, very little in relation 
to schools of any kind, either free, public, private or otherwise, 
although there can be found plenty of legislation in regard to 
highways, fairs, markets, gaols, liberty of conscience, churches, 
forts, wharves, quays, harbors, public houses, courts, ministers 
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and Indians. The reason is apparent. Our forefathers were 
forced by circumstances to legislate on those subjects which, in 
a new country, were best adapted to self-preservation, and to trust 
to the future and to their posterity tor the development of all 
schemes of public education from public revenue. 

Nevertheless the importance of schools in the development of 
good citizenship was well understood by them for as early as 
1693 : " Schoolmasters' salaries were to be paid by rate (Leam. & 
Spi. 328), and schools were subject to the regulation of selectmen 
in 1695. Leam. & Spi. 358. 



UNDER THE FIRST CONSTITUTION OF NEW JTBRSBY. 

The new Constitution, ha3tily adopted July 2d, 1776, by the 
provincial congress by the recommendation of the general con- 
gress, merely adapted the new government to the changed 
circumstances, and does not contain, expressly, anything in rela- 
tion to schools or taxes. " Constitution and Government of New 
Jersey before the Revolution.'' By L. Q. C. Elmer. 

The first step towards the establishment of the School Fund of 
this State commenced with the act of 9th February, 1816, which 
directed the Treasurer to invest in the public six per cent, stock 
of the United States the sum of $1,500, arising from the pay- 
ment of the funded debt, and from the dividends on the stock 
held by the State in the Trenton Bank; and at the end of every 
year to invest the interest on the capital in the same manner. 
P. L. 1816, passed February 9th, 1816. Gordon p. 87. 

On the 12th of February, 1817, the "Act to create a fund for 
free schools " was passed, setting apart the stock and its accumu- 
lations vested under the act of 1816; the dividends on the stock 
held by the State, in the Cumberland Bank, and in the Newark 
Turnpike Company, the proceeds of the sale of a house and lot 
in New Brunswick, the property of the State, and one tenth part 
of all moneys, thereafter raised by tax for State use, and the 
Treasurer was instructed to vest these, as they came to his hands, 
in the public stocks of the United States. P. L. 1817. 

By the act of 12th February, 1818, the Governor, Vice-Presi- 
dent of Council, Speaker of Assembly, the Attorney General and 
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Secretary of State, for the time being, were appointed " Trustees 

for the support of Free Schools" (P. L. 1818, p. )j and the 

Treasurer was directed to transfer to them the School Funds, to 
be by them applied in the mode to be prescribed by the State, 
reserving to the Legislature the authority to change the existing 
fund, and to dissolve the trust at pleasure ; and requiring an 
account of the fund to be annually laid before Legislature. This 
act made the following additions to the fund : 

The balance of the old six per cent, stock due 12th of Febru- 
ary, 1817, with the interest and reimbursement thereof since 9th 
February, 1816 ; the three per cent, stock of the United States 
belonging to the State on the 12th of February, 1817 ; the shares 
of the State in the Trenton and Cumberland Banks, with the 
dividends since 9th of February, 1816; all moneys receivable 
from the foregoing items, future appropriations, and such gifts 
and grants, bequests and devises, as should be made for the 
purposes contemplated by the act, and one-tenth part of the State 
tax for the year 1817. 

The last appropriation, being specifically one-tenth of the tax, 
was construed as repealing the general appropriation on the tax 
under the act of 1817. 

The fund thus augmented and transferred to the trustees under 
the act of 1818 amounted to the sum of $118,238.78, and con- 
sisted of the following sums, viz. : 

1st. Six per cent, stocks United States, purchased under law of 1816, $15,000 00 

2d. Six per cent, stocks United States, purchased under law of 1817, 16,224 15 

3d. Stock in Newark Turnpike Company , 12,500 00 

4th. Three per cent, stock of United States 7,009 12 

5th. Interest and reimbursement of the principal of the deferred six 

per cent, stock of the United States ..^ 7,810 73 

6th. Twelve hundred shares Trenton Bank stock ^ 36,000 00 

7th. Forty shares in the Camberland Bank ;... ; 2,000 00 

8th. Interest and dividends from the several stocks since 9th Febru- 
ary, 1816 , 10,000 00 

9th. Cash and one-tenth of State tax for 1817 6,265 00 

Between 1818 and 1829 there was added to the principal of the 
School Fund the following items by Legislative appropriations : 

Ist. Proceeds of sale of the State House in Jersey City $4,907 64 

2d. Twenty-two shares in Sussex Bank 1,000 00 

3d. Donation from William J. Bell & Co,« 23 15 
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4tb. Bonus of People's Bank at Patersoo, received September, 1825^ $4,000 00 

5th. Bonus from Monmouth Bank, 9th June, 1825... 800 00 

6th. Sale of part of a lot in Trenton 1,061 00 

7th. Under act 28th December, 1824, one-tenth of State tax and tax 

on Monmouth Bank for the year 1826 2,200 00 

Same, 1827 2,200 00 

Same, 1828 2,200 00 

8th. Under the act 5th March, 1828, repealing act of 28th December, 
1824, and in lieu of one-tenth of State tax, giving all the tax 
from banking, insurance and other incorporated companies, 
which, in the year 1829, amounted to, and estimated to pro- 
duce annually $10,000 11,709 58 

$31,101 37 
Making whole amount of appropriations by Legislature in 1330 $144,240 18 

The first expenditure directed out of the fund was by the "Act 
establishing common schools," passed February Slst, 1829. P. 
L. 1829. 

This act appropriated annually $20,000 from the income of 
the fund for the establishment and maintenance of schools. 

Pamphlet Laws 1816, passed February 9th, 1816. 

Pamphlet Laws 1817, passed February 12th, 1817. 

Pamphlet Laws 1818, passed February 12th, 1818. 

Pamphlet Laws 1819, page 27. 

Pamphlet Laws 1821, page 10. 

Pamphlet Laws 1824, page 117. 

Pamphlet Laws 1828, page 172. 

Pamphlet Laws 1829, page 105. 

Pamphlet Laws 1830, page 119. 

Pamphlet Laws 1881, page 145. 

Pamphlet Laws 1838, page 246. 

Gordon's History^ page 87. 

This act, February 2l8t, 1829, was altered and amended by 
the act of March 1st, 1830. P. L. 1830, p. 119. 

Both of the above acts were repealed by the act of February 
16th, 1831. P; L. 1830. 

The act of February 16th, 1831, was repealed by an act enti- 
tled "An act to establish common schools," passed March 1st, 
1838. Elmer's Dig., p. 500; P. L. 246. 
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UNDER THE ACT OF 1838. 

This act appropriated out of the income $30,000, and it was 
the duty of the Trustees to apportion the same amongst the 
several counties of the State in the ratio of the last taxes paid 
for the support of the government of this State by the said coun- 
ties respectively. 

The Boards of Chosen Freeholders in the several counties of 
this State, at their annual meetings in each year, apportioned 
among the several townships in their respective counties the 
money so as aforesaid received in the ratio of the county tax 
paid by the several townships. 

The inhabitants of the several townships were authorized and 
empowered, at their annual town meetings, to raise by tax or 
otherwise, in addition to the amount so apportioned to their use, 
such further sum or sums of money as they may deem proper 
for the support of public schools within their respective town- 
ships, provided such additional sum did not exceed double the 
amount of such apportionment. P. L. 1838, p. 246. 



CONSTITUTION OF 1844. 

The Constitution of this State, adopted June 29th, 1844, or- 
dained that " the fund for the support of free schools and all 
money, stock and other property which may hereafter be appro- 
priated for that purpose or received into the treasury under the 
provision of any law heretofore passed to augment the said fund 
shall be securly invested and remain a perpetual fund; and the 
income thereof, except so much as it may be judged expedient to 
apply to an increase of the capital, shall be annually appropriated 
to the support of public schools for the equal benefit of all the 
people of the State; and it shall not be competent for the legis- 
lature to borrow, appropriate or use the said fund or any part 
thereof for any other purpose under any pretence whatever." 
N. J. Constitution of 1844, Art. IV, Sec. 7, Par. 6. 

One of the advanced steps taken in this State towards the sup- 
port of public schools at public expense under the Constitution 
of 1844 was in the year 1846. The Legislature in that year 
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passed an act entitled, ^^An Act to constitute and appoint trus- 
tees for the security and management of the fund for the support 
of free schools," approved April 17th, 1846 (R. S. 391). 

Under this act the Governor of the State, the President of the 
Senate, the Attorney General, the Secretary of State, and their 
successors in office, for the time being were constituted and ap- 
pointed trustees of the fund for the support of free schools in 
this State by the name, style and title of " The Trustees for the 
support of Free Schools," arising either from appropriations 
heretofore made by law or which may arise from the gift, grant, 
bequest or devise of any persoo or persons whatsoever. 

The same act of 1846 provides for the raising of revenue for 
this purpose by enacting as follows : that " the public stock and 
moneys heretofore appropriated by law shall constitute the fund 
in the hands of the Trustees appointed by the first section of this 
act, and shall be held by the Trustees and their successors in 
office, for the time being, in trust ; the interest and dividends 
arising therefrom to be applied by the said Trustees, or a majority 
of them, and their successors for the time beings for the support 
of free public schools in this State, in the mode now prescribed 
or. hereafter to be prescribed by any act or acts of the Legislature, 
and. for no other use or purpose whatsoever." 

Under this act (1846) it was the duty of the said Trustees of the 
School Fund on or before the first Monday of April of each year 
to appropriate out of the annual income of said fund, for the 
support of public schools, the sum of thirty thousand dollars (by 
the act of 1851, $40,000). 

Then, by the second section of said act : "As soon as the said 
appropriation shall be made it shall be the duty of the said 
trustees to apportion the same among the several counties of this 
State in the ratio of the last taxes paid for the support of the 
government of this State by the said counties, respectively, a 
true list of which apportionment shall be made out and filed 
with the Treasurer, whose duty it shall be forthwith to give 
notice in writing to the collectors of the several counties of the 
sum apportioned to each county, and the said collectors shall 
thereupon have power to draw for the same." Nix. Dig. (2d ed.) 
p. 733 (R. S. 31)1, 397). 
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After this State fand had been apportioned and actually drawn 
by the collectors of the respective counties, then the said act 
required that (section 8) — 

^' The boards of chosen freeholders in the several counties of 
this State shall, at their annual meeting in each year, apportion 
among the several townships in their respective counties the 
money so as aforesaid received from the Treasurer in the ratio of 
the county tax paid by the several townships, a true list of which 
apportionment shall be filed by the clerk of the said board in a 
duplicate copy thereof filed with the county collector,** and it 
shall be the duty of the clerk of said board of chosen freeholders, 
respectively, as soon as such apportionment shall be made and 
filed as aforesaid, to give notice in writing to the collectors of 
the several townships in their respective counties of the amount 
so apportioned to the respective townships. Nix. Dig. (2d ed.), 
p. 734 (R. S. 397). 

By section 10 it became ^^ the duty of the town superintendents 
in the several townships of the State, upon the receipt of the list 
of children within the respective districts, transmitted to him as 
aforesaid, to apportion the money received by their respective 
township collectors, and also all other moneys which may be 
raised by their respective townships for the support of public 
schools among the several school districts so as aforesaid formed 
in the ratio of the number of children capable of attending school 
between the ages of five and sixteen years, in each district." Nix, 
Dig., 2d ed., p. 734; R. S. 397. 

Section 11 of said act provides for a direct tax upon the town- 
ship, as follows : ^' The inhabitants of the several townships in 
this State are hereby authorized, empowered and required, at 
their annual town meeting, to raise, by tax or otherwise, in addi- 
tion to the amount so apportioned to their use, such further sum 
or sums of money as they may deem proper for the support of 
public schools, at least equal to and not more than double the 
amount of such apportionment." Nix. Dig. (2d ed.), p. 734 (R. S. 
397). 

It is noticeable that the above legislation only provides that a 
certain portion of the public moneys should be appropriated 
towards the support of public schools, and that it was mandatory 
upon the several townships to raise, by a direct tax upon the 
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taxables of the township, a farther sum of money at least equal 
to and not more than double the amount of such State apportion- 
ment for the support of public schools. This was a very im- 
portant step towards free public schools. The act was mandatory. 
Many at that time thought that it would be wise to leave to 
each township the liberty to tax itself for purposes of education 
M to it might seem meet after a;ccepting all the aid which the 

State had to bestow. 

.. *  .  * "  

. Since the act of 1846 numerous supplements to said act and 
many special laws applicable to special localities were enacted by 
the Legislature up to the year 1867, when the Legislature passed 
an act entitled ^^An Act to establish a system of public instruo- 
tion/>pproved March 21, 1867.^ Nix. Dig. (4th ed.), p. 869 (P. 
L. 1867, 860). 

Among the supplements and special acts passed between those 
dates, a period of twenty-one years, many may be found. 



B[OW THE ACT OF 1867 AFFBCTBD TAXATION FOR THB SUPPORT OP 
' PUBJiIC SCHOOLS. 

I 

The act of 1867 retiained most of the features of the act of 
1846, and appropriated the sum of $40,000 out of the annual 
income for the support of public schools, and also from the 
revenue of the State the sum of $60,000 in addition to the sum 
of $40,000 from the annual income of the School Fund, making 
in all $100,000 for the support of public schools, and still re- 
taining the feature of a direct tax on the taxables of the town- 
ship for the balance, but modified as fallows : 

" The inhabitants of each township are hereby authorized and 
required, at their annual town meetings, to raise by tax, in 
addition to the amount apportioned to their use, such further 
sums of money as they may deem proper for the support of pub- 
lic schools, said sum not to be less than two nor more than four 
dollars for every ohUd in the township between the ages of five and 
eighteen, as ascertained by the last Annual Report of the State 
Superintendent." 

: Some modifications and amendments to this act wer^ made 
from time to time, and may be found in — '* 



i 
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Pamphlet Laws 1871, pages 94, 98, 122. 
Pamphlet Laws 1872, pages 61, 68, 65, 78. 
Pamphlet Laws 1878, pages 12, 61, 110. 



UNDER THB AMENDED CONSTITUTION. 

The amended Constitution of New Jersey went into effect Sep- 
tember 28th, 1875 (P. L. 1873, p. 438), and in Art. IV, § 7, T 6, of 
this instrument is contained the constitutional authority for the 
legislative acts by which we are now governed, and under which 
taxes are levied for the support of free public schools. The con- 
stitutional provision is as follows : 

^^ The fund for the support of free schools and all money, stock 
and other property which may hereafter be appropriated for that 
purpose, or. received into the treasury under the provision of any 
law heretofore passed to augment the said fund, shall be securely 
invested and remain a perpetual fund ; and the income thereof, 
except so much as it may be judged expedient to apply to an in- 
crease of the capital, shall be annually appropriated to the sup- 
port of public free schools for the equal benefit of all the people 
of the State ; and it shall not be competent for the Legislature to 
borrow, appropriate or use the said fund, or any part thereof, for 
any other purpose under any pretence whatever. The Legislature 
shall provide for the maintenance and support of a thorough and 
efficient system of free public schools for the instruction of all 
the children in this State between the ages of five and eighteen 
years." 

The above fund is known as the School Fundy the income of 
which is appropriated to the support of public free schools. 

The school tax levied at the rate of five dollars for each child 
of lawful age is known as the State School Tax, 

The ten per cent, of such school tax retained after repaying 
ninety percent, to each county is apportioned by the State Board 
of Education to the several counties and is known as the Reserve 
Fund. 

UNDER THB "REVISION" OF AeE LAWS. 

In 1871 the Legislature of this State passed an act entitled 
" An act to provide for the revision compilation of the Public 
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Statutes of this State/' approved April 4th, 1871 — whereby Hon. 
Mercer Beasley, Hod. David A. Depue and Hon. Courtland 
Parker, were appointed Commissioners "to revise, simplify, 
average and consolidate all the public acts of the Legislature of 
this State, which are general and permanent in their nature and 
which shall be in force at the time such Commissioners shall 
make their report." 

Said Commissioners made their report, which report is now 
known as the Revision of the Statutes of New Jersey, and con- 
tains all the public statutory law of 'Sew Jersey of a general 
permanent nature existing at that date, January 1st, 1878, and 
repealing all other laws upon the subjects included therein. 

It is in this Revision we find the general scheme of taxation 
for the support of free public schools now in force in this State, 
together with the acts amendatory thereof. Revision, p. 1071. 



UNDER THE ACT OF 1874. 

The act is entitled " An act to establish a system of public 
instruction," approved March 27th, 1874 (Revision, p. 1071). 

This general act has been amended by the Legislature from 
time to time, but the same general scheme for raising revenue 
for the support of free public schools still prevails. 

Act approved February 20th, 1878, P. L. 1878, p. 24. 

Act approved March 2l8t, 1878, P. L. 1878, p. 168. 

Act approved March 22d, 1883, P. L. 1888, p. 110. 

Act approved April 5th, 1886, P. L. 1886, p. 167. 

Act approved April 24th, 1886, P. L. 1886, p. 2117. 

Act approved March Ist, 1886, P. L. 1886, p. 57. 

Act approved March 4th, 1878, P. L. 1878, p. 41. 

Act approved March 16th, 1886, P. L. 1886, p. 94. 

Act approved March 16th, 1886, P. L. 1886, p. 119. 

Act approved March 14th, 1879, P. L. 1879, p. 293. 

Act approved March 31st, 1885, P. L. 1885, p. 178. 

Act approved March 20th, 1888, P. L. 1888, chap, cxxxii. 

Act approved March 27th, 1889, P. L. 1889, chap. Ixxvi. 

Act approved May 6th, 1889, P. L. 1889, chap, ccxxii. 

Act approved April 7th, 1890, P. L. 1890, chap, cxxvii. 

Act approved March 12th, 1890, P. L. 1890, chap. xliv. 
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Act approved April 7th, 1890, P. L. 1890, chap. cxxi. 

Act approved March Slat, 1890, P. L. 1890, chap, xciii. 

Act approved March Slat, 1890, P. L. 1890, chap. cxii. 

Act approved April 3d, 1891, P. L. 1891, chap. clxv. 

Act approved March 17th, 1891, P. L. 1891, chap. c. 

State Bd. Ed. app. Amended, Rev. pp. 1071, 1079, 1081. 

Act approved March 29th, 1892, P. L. 1892, chap, ccxxviii. 

Act approved March 10th, 1893, P. L. 1893, chap. cix. 

The act of March 27th, 1874, establishing a system of public 
inatruction, as amended by the act of March 16th, 1881, and the 
act of March 20th, 1888, aupplemental thereto, ahow the general 
scheme of taxation for the aupport of free public achoola now in 
force in thia State. 



SCHBM8 OF TAXATION AS APPLIED TO FREE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Chapter CXXXII, of the Lawa of 1888, ia as follows : 

^^An act to amend an act entitled ^An act to establish a system 
of public instruction ' " (Revision), approved March twenty- 
seventh, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four. 

1. Be IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey^ That section seventy-seven of the act entitled "An 
act to establish a system of public instruction" (Revision), ap- 
proved March twenty-seventh, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four, be and the same is hereby amended bo as to read 
as follows : 

77. And be it enacted^ That for the purpose of maintaining free 
public schools, there shall be assessed, levied and collected 
annually upon the taxable real and personal property in this 
state, as exhibited by the latest abstract pf rattfbles from the 
several counties, made out by the several boards of assessors and 
filed in the office of the comptroller of the treasury, a state 
school tax equal to jive dollars for each child in this state, between 
the ages of five and eighteen years, as exhibited by the next 
preceding census, which tax shall be assessed, levied and 
collected at the same time and in the same manner in which 
other taxes are assessed, levied and collected ; but if the moneys 
received by the school districts in any township from the tax 
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imposed by this' section, shall not be suflScient to maintain free 
schools for at least nine months in each year, then the inhabi- 
tants thereof may raise by township tax such additional amount 
as they may need for that purpose, in the same manner as such 
taxes have heretofore been raised. 

2. And be it enactedy That section eighty- one of said act (March 
27th, 1874) be and the same is hereby amended so as to read as 
follows : 

81. And be it enacted. That it shall be the duty of the county 
superintendent of each county to apportion, annually, to the 
districts and cities of his county the state school money, together 
with the interest of the surplus revenue belonging to said county, 
and such other moneys as may be raised for school purposes, 
upon the basis of the last published school census; provided, that 
all children residing in fractional districts, situated in two or 
more adjoining townships, shall be included in the census of that 
township in which the fraction containing the school-house is 
situated; and provided, also, that no district shall receive less 
than two hundred and seventy-five dollars, and that districts 
with forty-five children or more shall not receive less than threa 
hundred and seventy- five dollars. 

Pamphlet Laws 1888, chapter CXXXII. 

By the act approved March 16th, 1881 (Sup. to Rev., p. 925)V 
it was enacted that section seventy-eight of said act (Act of 
March 27th, 1874, Revision, p. 1083) be and is hereby amended 
BO as to read as follows : 

'*That it shall be the duty of the Comptroller aforesaid to 
apportion the said tax among the several counties in proportion 
to the amount of taxable real and personal estate of said counties 
respectively, as shown by the ratables respectively as aforesaid, 
and it shall be his further duty to transmit, on or before the first 
day of April of each year, to the. County Collector of each county, 
a statement of the amount of said tax apportioned to and payable 
by said county, and said County Collector shall lay said state- 
ment before the Board of Assessors of the townships and wards 
within his county at their annual meeting, to apportion the taxes 
among said townships and wards, and said Assessor shall there- 
upon proceed to apportion said school taxes as other taxes are 
Apportioned, and to assess the same according to law." 
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By the act approved March 16th, 1881 (Sup. to Rev., p. 926), 
it was also farther enacted that section eighty of said act (Act 
of March 27th, 1874, Revision, 1088), be and is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows : 

'^ That ten per centam of the fall amount of money annually 
raised by virtue of the seventy-seventh section of this act (Act 
of March 27th 1874, Revision, 1088) shall be known as a reserve 
fund and shall be apportioned among the several counties of the 
State by the State Board of Education equitably and justly^ accord- 
ing to their own discretion, on or before the fifteenth day of 
April, subsequently to the aforesaid apportionment by the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury; and it shall be the duty of the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, on or before the tenth day 
of January next ensuing said apportionment, to draw orders on 
the Comptroller of the Treasury, and in favor of tke County 
Collectors, for the payment of ninety per centam of the amount 
of school tax paid by the counties respectively; and the said 
County Collectors shall apply for and be entitled to receive the 
amount of said orders as soon as the same are received ; and the 
said Superintendent shall also draw his orders in favor of the 
respective County Collectors for such portion of the Reserve Fkmd 
as shall have been apportioned to the counties respectively, as 
aforesaid, which orders shall be payable when the^SLidHeserve Fund 
has been paid by the several counties, provided that no portion 
of said moneys shall be used for the support of sectarian schools." 

Approved March 16th, 1881. Sup. to Rev., p. 926; P. L., p. 
119. 

The above acts of the Legislature cited and referred to, show 
the gradual growth of and contain the whole general scheme 
of taxation for the support of free public schools in this State, 
and, as has been heretofore said, it is upon the section last above 
cited which regulates the distribution of the Reserve Fund that 
dissatisfaction has arisen; and this dissatisfaction in no way 
arises from the Law itself, but from the unequal assessments of 
the counties as compared with each other, the Assessors of some 
counties assessing the ratatables at or near true value, while 
Assessors in other counties assess the ratables at 50 per cent., or 60 
per cent., or 80 per cent, of true value. If the Assessors of each 
county strictly adhered to one standard of value there would be 
no cause of complaint. 
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There has been much improvement in aBsessing in the past two 
years, and as will be observed by this report, the distribution of 
the Reserve Fund gradually being equalized owing to better 
work by the Assessor under the supervision of this Board. 



AMENDMENTS BY THE ACT OF MARCH 20, 1888. 

An Act to amend an act entitled ^' An Act to establish a system 
of Public Instruction," (Revision), approved March twenty- 
seventh, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four. 

1. Be IT ENACTED By the Senate and Generl Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey^ That section seventy-seven of the act en- 
titled " An Act to establish a system of Public Instruction" (Re- 
vision), approved March twenty-seventh, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-four, be and the same is is hereby amended 
to read as follows : 

77. And be it enactedj That for the purpose of maintaining free 
public schools, there shall be assessed, levied and collected annu- 
ally upon the taxable real and personal property in this state, as 
exhibited by the latest abstract of ratables from the several 
counties made out by the several boards of assessors and filed in 
the office of the comptroller of the treasury, a state school tax 
equal to Jive dollars for each child in this state between the ages 
of five and eighteen years, as exhibited by the next preceding 
school census, which tax shall be assessed, levied and collected 
at the same time and in the same manner in which other taxes 
are assessed, levied and collected; but if the moneys received by 
the school districts in any townships from the tax imposed by 
this section shall not be sufficient to maintain free schools for at 
least nine months in each year, then the inhabitants thereof may 
raise by township tax such additional amount as they may need 
for that purpose, in the same manner as such taxes have hereto- 
fore been raised. 

Pamphlet Laws 1888. Approved March 20, 1888. 

Section eighty of the act of 1874 (Revision, 1083,) is amended 
so as to read as follows : ^^ That ten per centum of the full 
amount of money annually raised by virtue of the seventy-seventh 
section of this act shall be known as a Reserve Fund and shall be 
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apportioned among the several coanties of the State by the State 
Board of Education, equitably and justly, according to their own 
discretion, on or beforie the fifteenth day of April subsequently 
to the. aforesaid apportionment by the Comptroller of the 
Treasury; and it shall be the duty of the State Saperintedent of 
Public Instruction, on or before the tenth day of January next 
ensuing said apportionment, to draw orders on the Comptroller 
of the Treasury, and in favor of the County Collector, for the 
payment of ninety per centum of the amount of school tax paid by 
the counties respectively ; and the said County Collectors shall 
apply for and be entitled to receive the amount of said orders as 
soon as the same are received, and the said Superintendent shall 
also draw his orders in favor of the respectivie County Collectors 
for such portion of the Reserve Fund as shall have been appor- 
tioned to the counties respectively as aforesaid, which orders 
shall be payable when the said Reserve Fund has been paid by 
the several counties, provided, that no portion of said moneys 
shall be used for the support of sectarian schools. Sup. to Rev., 
p. 926; P. L. 1881, p. H9. 

Section eighty-one of said act (1874 Revision) is amended so as 
to read as follows, by supplement of 1888 : ^^ That it shall be the 
duty of the County Superintendent of each county to apportion 
annually to the districts and cities of his county the State school 
moneys, together with the interest of the surplus revenue belong- 
ing to said county and such other moneys as may be raised for 
school purposes, upon the basis of the last published school 
census ; provided, that all children residing in fractional districts 
situated in two or more adjoining townships shall be included in 
the census of that township in which the fraction containing the 
school-house is situated; and, provided also, that no district 
shall receive less than two hundred and seventy-five dollars, and, 
that districts with forty-five children or more shall not receive 
less than three hundred and seventy-five dollars." 

The above citations show the gradual growth and present con- 
dition of the tax laws as applied to the present condition of free 
public schools, and the figures and tables contained in this Re- 
port will show their applicability to the present times. 
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SCHOOL TAX OF 1891. 

The school tax of 1891 was, like the preceding year, levied at' 
the rate of five dollars ($5) for each child of lawfal school age. 
The number of such children, as shown by the school census, 
was 410,512, and the amount of tax was $2,052,560. The 
amount of taxable property upon which this tax was levied was 
$649,979,700.75, and the following statement shows the amount 
of taxable property returned by each county, and the amount of 
tax which each was required to pay : 

Counties. Valuation of 1890. School Tax of 1891. 

Atlantic $7,664,428 00 $24,203 37 

Bergen 16,808,213 75 53,078 37 

Burlington 23,788,141 00 75,120 17 

Camden... 27,366,996 00 86,421 78 

Gape May 4,316,247 00 13.630 20 

Cumberland 14,371,000 00 45,381 94 

Essex 145,024,000 00 • 457,968 86 . 

Gloucester 14,507,717 00 45,813 <>8 

Hudson 121,770,171 00 384,535 98 

Hunterdon 20,066,117 00 63,366 45 

Mercer 39,095.967 00 123,460 50 

Middlesex 24,392,091 00 77,027 38 

Monmouth 38,220,400 00 120,695 56 

Morris 21,306,758 00 67,284 25 

Ocean 4,327,290 00 13,665 08 

Passaic 37,573,752 00 118,653 52 

Salem 14,883.997 00 47.001 93 

Somerset 16,666,000 00 52,629 28 

Sussex 9,750,047 00 30,789 51 

Union..... .' 29,761,500 00 93,983 34 

Warren 18,318,868 00 57,848 85 

Totals $649,979,700 75 $2,052,660 00 



This tax is payable into the State Treasury on or before Janu- 
ary Ist, 1892, and as soon as it is received ninety (90) per centum 
of the amount paid. by each county will be repaid. 

The remainder, constituting the Reserve Fund, and amounting 
to $205,256, has been apportioned by the State Board of Educa- 
tion, and was paid as follows : 
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Counties. Reserve Fund. 

Atlantic $8,920 34 

Bergen 6,307 84 

Burlington 7,512 02 

Oamden 12,482 18 

Cape May 1,363 02 

Cumberland 8,128 19 

Eesex 43,404 82 

Gloucester 4,681 37 

Hudson 38,453 60 

Hunterdon 766 64 

Mercer 10,876 05 

Middlesex 7,702 74 

Monmouth 5,719 56 

Morris 6,728 42 

Ocean 8,976 51 

Passaic 11,865 36 

Salem 1,250 19 

Sussex 6.033 95 

Union 9,398 33 

Warren 5,784 88 

Total $205,256 00 

Ten counties, namely, Bergen, Burlington, Cape May, Glou- 
cester, Hudson, Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, Union and Warren, 
received from the Reserve Fund the same amounts which they 
were respectively required to contribute to it. 

The counties in whieh the amount of tax raised exceeds the 
amount which they received in distribution, and the amount 
of such excess in each case, are as follows : 

Essex $2,392 07 

Hunterdon 5,570 00 

Mercer 1,470 00 

Monmouth 6,350 00 

Salem 3,450 00 

Somerset 5,262 98 

Total $24,495 00 

The sums thus drawn from the above-named counties were 
apportioned to five other counties, which, by this operation, will 
receive from the proceeds of the tax a greater amount respec- 
tively than they were obliged to pay. 

The counties, and the amounts, by which each were benefited, 
are : 
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Atlantic : , $6,500 00 

Gamden... 3,840 00 

Camberland 3,590 00 

Ocean 7 610 00 

Bnssex 2,955 00 

Total 124,495 00 



SCHOOL TAX OF 1892. 

The school tax of 1892 was, like the preceding year, levied at 
the rate of five dollars ($6) for each child of lawfal school age. 
The number of such children, as shown by the school census, 
was 480,840 and the amount of tax was $2,151,700. The amount 
of taxable property upon which this tax was levied was $701,320,- 
029.35, and the following statement shows the amount of taxable 
property returned by each county, and the amount ot tax which 
each were required to pay : 

Valuations School Tax 

Counties. of 189X. of 1892. 

Atlantic $15,874,850 00 |48,705 17 

Bergen 19,160,101 85 58,784 56 

Burlington 24,420,178 00 74,922 85 

Camden 29,429,362 00 90,291 39 

Cape May 4,493,066 00 13,785 05 

Camberland 16,869,000 00 51,755 30 

Eeeex 154,712,000 00 474,667 48 

Gloucester 14,675,116 00 45,024 30 

Hudson.^ 133,495,054 00 409,572 37 

Hunterdon 20,500,805 90 62897 93 

Mercer 40,213.974 00 123,379 35 

Middlesex 26,297,302 00 77,613 93 

Monmouth 40,589,400 00 124,631 20 

Morris 24,070,000 00 73,848 48 

Ocean 5,557,290 50 17,050 16 

Passaic 40,116,631 00 123,080 69 

Salem 15,107,412 00 46,350 62 

Somerset 16,650,000 00 51,083 39 

Sussex.. 10,151,116 00 31,144 35 

Union 30,990,000 00 95,079 54 

Warren 18,947,371 00 58,131 89 

Totals $701,320,029 36 12,151,700 00 

This tax is payable into the State treasury on or before January 
let, 1893, and as soon as it is received, ninety (90) per centum of 
the amount paid by each county was repaid. 
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The remainder, eonetituting the Beeerve Fand, and amounting 
to $215,170, haB been apportioned by the State Board of Ednca-^ 
tion, and was paid as follows : 



Atlantic^ $3,870 52 

Bergen 5,878 46 

Burlington 7,492 28 

Camden 9,029 14 

Cape May , 1,378 50 

Camberland 5,175 53 

Essex 47,466 7$ 

Gloucester 4,602 43^ 

Hudson 40,957 24 

Hunterdon .; 2,479 79 

Mercer 12,337 93 

Middlesex- ; *... 7,761 3» 

Monmouth 12,205 12 

Morris , 7,384 85 

Ocean 8,605 02 

Passaic 12,308 07 

Salem 3,705 06 

Homerset 1,693 34 

Suflsex 6,617 44 

Union- 9,507 95 

Warren 5,813 19 

Totals....; $215,170 OOi 

Fourteen counties, namely, Bergen, Burlington, Camden, Cape; 
May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Eesex, Hudson, Mercer, Middle-^ 
sex, Morris, Passaic, Union and Warren, received from the 
Eeserve Fund the same amounts which they were required to 
contribute to it., 

The counties in which the amount of tax raised exceeds the 
amount which they received in distribution, and the amount of 
such excess in each case, was as follows : 



Atlantic $1,000 00 

Hunterdon 3,810 00 

Monmouth 248 00 

Salem 930 00 

Somerset 3,415 00 

Total , $9,403 00 
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; The sums thas drawn from the above-named counties were 
apportioned to two other counties, which, by this operation, 
received from the proceeds of the tax a greater amount respect- 
ively than they were obliged to pay. 

The counties and the amounts by which each will be benefited 
are : . 

Ocean '. |6,900 00 

Sussex 2,5()3 00 

Total 19,403 00 

The annual appropriation of $100,000, payable in December, 
1$92, out of the incoioae of the School Fund, has been appor- 
tioned by the Superintendent of Public Instruction according to 
to the following table : 

1 Apportionment 

from Appropriation. 

Atlantic |1,612 22 

Bergen 2,886 79 

Burlington 3,410 33 

Camden 6,102 15 

Cape May 655 30 

Camberland 2,816 15 

Essex 17,808 69 

Gloucester 1,794 40 

Hudson 25,954 79 

Hunterdon ;.................. 2,064 88 

Mercer....... 4,574 52 

Middlesex 3,655 10 

Monmouth 4,407 45 

Morris 3,288 56 

Ocean 1,163 74 

tassaic 6,704 23 

Salem 1,595 72 

Somerset , 1,679 61 

Sussex , 1,348 24 

tinion 4,223 17 

Warren : 2,353 96 

Total 1100,000 00 



SCHOOL TAX OF 1893. 

The School Tax of 1893 was, like the preceding year, levied at 
the rate of fiTe dollars ($5) for each child of lawful school age. 
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The Dumber of such childreD, as shown by the school censas of 
1892, was 405,222, and the amount of tax was $2,026,110.00. 
The amount of taxable property upon which this tax was levied 
was $742,769,082.00, and the following statement ' shows the 
amount of taxable property returned by each county, and the 
amount of tax which each was required to pay : 

Counties. Valuation of 1892. School Tax of 1893. 

Atlantic 115,988,185 00 $43,612 82 

Bergen 19,747,087 00 53,866 41 

Burlington^. 24,398,412 00 66,554 37 

Camden 43,517,093 00 118,706 61 

Cape May ; 4,977,000 00 13,576 35 

Cumberland 16,865,305 00 49,984 44 

Essex 166,183,000 00 453,316 61 

Gloucester.- 14,625,083 00 39,894 53 

Hudson.. 139,063,141 00 379,338 63 

Hunterdon.. 20,136,2^.6 00 54,928 00 

Mercer 41,179,320 00 112,329 60 

Middlesex 25,931,017 00 70,735 28 

Monmouth 41,036.300 00 111,939 46 

Morris 24,538,545 00 66,936 63 

Ocean. 5,906,783 00 22,406 61 

Passaic 44,755,262 00 122,084 11 

Salem.. 14,920,394 00 40,700 06 

Somerset 17,051,000 00 46,511 96 

Sussex 10,261,27f 00 33.605 87 

Union 32,684,500 00 89,157 39 

Warren 18,994,032 00 51,812 22 

Total ; 1742,559,082 00 $2,026,110 00 

This tax is payable into the State Treasury on or before Janu- 
ary, 1894, and as soon as it is received ninety (90) per centum 
of the amount paid by each county will be repaid. 

The remainder, constituting the Reserve Fund, and amount- 
ing to $202,611.00, has been apportioned by the State Board ot 
Education, and will be paid as follows : 

Amount apportioned out of the 
lo per cent Reserve Fund 
by the State Board 
Counties. of Education. 

Atlantic $3,361 28 

Bergen 6,386 64 

Burlington. « 665 44 

Camden 11,870 66 

Cape May 1,357 64 
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Amount apportioned out of the 
so per cent. Reserve Fund 
by the State Board 
Counties. ' of Education. 

Cumberland.,... $8,679 54 

Essex 37,643 66 

Gloucester.. 3,989 45 

Hudson 37,933 86 

Hunterdon 3,992 80 

Mercer 11,232 96 

Middlesex.. 7,073 53 

Monmouth 8,093 95 

Morris 6,693 66 

Ocean- 7,905 26 

Passaic 12,208 41 

Salem 3,470 01 

Somerset 2,651 20 

Sussex 8,414 09 

Union 8,915 74 

Warren 5,181 22 

Thirteen coanties, namely, Bergen, Burlington, Camden, Cape 
May, Gloucester, Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Mor- 
ris, Passaic, Union and Warren, will receive from the Reserve 
Fund the same amounts which they will respectively be required 
to contribute to it. 

The counties in which the amount of tax to be raised exceeds 
the amount which they will receive in distribution and the 
amount of such excess in each case are as follows : 

Atlantic , $1,000 00 

Essex 7,688 00 

Hunterdon 1,500 00 

Monmouth 3,100 00 

Salem 600 00 

Somerset : 2,000 00 

The sums thus drawn from the above named counties were 
apportioned to three other counties, which by this operation will 
receive from the proceeds of the tax a greater amount respec- 
tively than they will be obliged to pay. The counties and the 
amounts by which each will be benefited are : 

Cumberland $3,979 00 

Ocean 6,294 00 

Sussex 5,615 00 

Total '. 
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The annnal appropriation of $100,000, payable in December, 
1893, out of the income of the School Fand, has been appor- 
tioned by the Superintendent of Pablic Instruction according to 
the following table : 

Apportionment from 
Appropriation 
Counties. ot |zoo/xx>. 

Atlantic $1,666 13 

Bergen 3,181 47 

BurliDgton 3,674 04 

Camden 6,708 23 

Cape May 742 81 

Cumberland 3,111 63 

Essex 17,816 16 

Gloucester 1,914 51 

Hudson 23,256 38 

Hunterdon 2,131 18 

Mercer 4,820 32 

Middlesex :... 3,827 28 

Monmouth > 4,416 59 

Morris 3,428 99 

Ocean 1,189 72 

Passaic 7,201 97 

Salem 1,677 86 

Somerset 1,796 65 

Sussex 1,468 71 

Union 4,569 84 

Warren 2,421 64 

Total $100,000 00 



ATLANTIC COUNTY. 

Daring the year 1898, the Board heard numerous appeals from 
Atlantic county, sitting for this purpose at Atlintic City. The 
appeals heard were from both individuals and from corporations. 
Among the appeals heard was one from a railroad whose real 
estate there situate had been assessed by both the local assessor 
and the State Board of Assessors. Upon the hearing of the case 
the above facts were developed, whereupon tlie Board dismissed 
the petition of appeal for the purpose of having the parties bring 
the matter befi)re the Supreme Court under the act of 1885 (P. 
L. 1885, p. 16, Sap. to Rev. 1010), wherein it is provided that in 
case any property of any railroad or canal company which has 
been or shall hereafter be, in any year, assessed by the local 
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authorities of any taxing district, has been or shall be also assessed 
by the Stale Board of Assessors as property used for railroad or 
canal purposes, the Supreme Court or any three justices thereof, 
to be assigned by the Chief Justice, shall determine, in a sum- 
mary manner, the character of the property, and whether used 
for railroad or canal purposes, and by which Assessors the same 
has lawfully been assessed. 

Under this act an appeal was taken to the Supreme Court, 
where the question is understood to be now pending. 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of Total Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. Per $ioo. 

AbBecon f 136,990 $35,780 $171,270 $192 

Atlantic aty 10,316,590 905,410 11052,925 1.28 

Buena Vista 383,625 17,585 395,125 1.34 

Egg Harbor City 420,257 81,155 474,157 1.00 

Egg Harbor Township 480.950 62,300 531,175 96 

Galloway 396,265 40,565 422,955 1.52 

Hamilton 434,928 71,060 496,618 1.39 

Hammonton 1,147.550 182,800 1,281,175 1.10 

MuUica 273,990 24,245 286,585 i:09 

Weymouth 177,110 20,590 194,625 1.40 

Linwood Borough 64.060 15,450 77.360 

Pleasantville Borough 195 700 39,450 224,150 2.29 

Somers Point Borough 92,440 6,550 97,550 1.65 

South Atlantic City 130,270 1,130 131,400 2.60 

Brigantine..... 146,890 4,225 151,115 

Total $14,797,615 $1,508,695 $15,988,185 

Atlantic county is one of tbe counties in which the amount of 
tax raised for the Reserve Fund exceeded the amount received in 
the distribution of the Reserve Fund for year 1892. 

Excess raised over amount received^ $1,000. 



VALUATIONS 1893. 

Valuation of Total 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Absecon $137,530 $30,^15 

Atlantic City 10,539.286 1,689,739 

Buena Vista Township 378,825 17,960 

Egg Harbor City 413,712 61,210 

Egg Harbor Township 521,225 61,575 

6 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


per|zoo 


$166,745 


$1.74 


1^,113.196 


1.14 


390,000 


1.20 


448.567 


1.10 


571,325 


1.00 
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Valuation of Total Total Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. per |xoo 

Galloway Township $414,615 $39,090 $439,930 $L60 

Hamilton Township 441,100 94,400 525,930 1.43 

Hammonton Town... 1,038,125 141,275 1,123,575 1.26 

MuUica Township 267,630 32,255 287,610 1.10 

Weymouth Township... 176.295 19,340 192,060 1.36 

Linwood Borough 63,080 16,225 77,180 

Pieasantville Borough li98,150 40,000 225,650 1.68 

Somers Point Borough 94,800 5,840 99,200 1.869 

8. Atlantic aty Borough.... 145,571 1,175 146,746 2.60 

Brigantine Borough 147,725 4,575 152,300 

Total.. $14,977,669 $2,554,874 $16,960,014 

Total amonnt deducted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, 1272,529. 

Atlantic county is one of the counties in which the amount of 
tax raised for the Reserve Fund exceeds the amount received in 
the distribution of the Reserve Fund for year 1893. 

Excess raised over amount received, $1,000. 

The increase of valuations in this county for 1893 amounts to 
$971,829. 

BERGEN COUNTY. 

This county is largely agricultural, the principal towns being 
Hackensack, the county seat, and Englewood. The agricultural 
lands are assessed on a basis of true value, and the residental part 
at a percentage. There is a slight improvement in the assess- 
ment of this county, although little or no attempt is made to list 
personal property in the various taxing districts, as will be seen 
by a comparison of the personal property and real estate. The 
following statement shows the valuations by taxing districts, and 
the rate per cent, in each taxing district : 



VALUATIONS 1892. 



Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. 

Englewood $2,497,045 

Eidgefield.. - 1,765,214 

Palisades .'. 1,256,770 

Harrington 1,184,000 

Washington 1,188,990 



Personal. 

$317,540 
164,625 
119,700 
144,800 
190,660 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 

$2,765,535 
1,873,684 
1,308,070 
1,319,400 



Rate 
Per $ioo. 

$2.10 
2.721 
1.48 
1.89 



1,379,650 .99 
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Valuation of 
Townships. Real Estate. 

Midland $947,525 

New Barbadoee 2,040,135 

Lodi 976,148 

Union 440,973 

Rutherford Borough 1,004,490 

Boiling Springs 358,077 

Saddle River 927,500 

Ridgewood 939,675 

Franklin 993,400 

Hohokus 777,880 

Orvil 757,050 

Total $18,054,872 $2,155,470 $19,747,087 

Increase of valuations for 1892, $576,986. 
Bergen county is one of the counties which received trom the 
Heserve Fund the same amount it contributed to it in 1892. 



Total 


Total Valua- 


Rate 


Personal. 


tion Taxable. 


per $ioo, 


$209,875 


$1,157,400 


$1.39 


307,225 


 2,165,435 


2.75f 


112,825 


1,088,973 


1.84 


40,350 


479,823 


3.12 


79,025 


1,030,515 


3.73 


29,345 


372,572 


2.88 


72,000 


999,500 


1.54 


81,700 


1,005,875 


1.68 


79,500 


1,067,500 


1.19 


102,660 


872,355 


1.21 


103,750 


860,800 


1.19 



VALUATIONS OF 1893. 



Valuation of 
Townships. Real Estate. 

Englewood $2,602,075 

Ridgefield 1,711,420 

Palisades , 1,340,820 

Harrington 1,208 900 

Washington 1,228,580 

Midland 1,030.975 

New Barbadoes 2,125,395 

Lodi 482.330 

Union 443,733 

Borough of Rutherford 1,183 055 

Boiling Springs 395,316 

Saddle River 987,000 

Ridgewood 984,600 

Franklin 993,450 

Hohokus 784,055 

Orvil 795,050 

Bergen 583,587 

Borough of Ridgefield 217,010 



Total 
Personal. 


Total Valua- 
ation Taxable. 


Rate 
Per $100. 


$245,425 


$2,778,350 


$2.72.8 


98,575 


1,755,125 


.•.**• 


128,200 


1,381,420 


2.16.5 


150,500 


1,340,300 


1.48 


173,720 


1,384,455 


1.40 


189,260 


1,172,575 


1.36 


313,800 


2,347,145 


2.92i 


54,115 


2,347,145 


1.31 


32,885 


475,718 


3.10 


100,550 


1,221,030 


3.51 


26,375 


413,091 


3.25 


 75,000 


1,062,000 


1.77 


84,950 


1,054,550 


1.999 


74,950 


1,063,000 


1.16 


99,850 


876,280 




104,500 


890,550 


1.26 


64,105 


647,692 


1.46 


35,800 

* 


252,810 




$2,052,555 


$20,652,336 





Total $19,097,351 

Bergen county is one of the counties which receives from the 
Reserve Fund for the year 1893, the same amount it contributes 
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to it. Theincrease of valuations in this county for 1893 amounts 
to 1905,249. 

BURLINOTON COUNTY. 

Agricultural, with several small towns and villages. Assess- 
ments not so uniform as they might be, although farm land is 
well assessed. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing dis- 
tricts, and the rate per cent, in each taxing district. 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Bass River... $213,350 151,000 

Beverly 547,115 55,100 

Beverly aty 474 535 37,425 

Bordentown 1,461,991 237,115 

Burlington 2,498,960 537.318 

Chester.. 1,984.544 708.647 

Ohesterfield 943,200 306 962 

Ginnaminson 980,700 101.899 

Delran 555,755 77,385 

Eastampton 214,335 162 848 

Evesham 707,080 275,115 

Florence 560.123 63.380 

Lumberton 728,705 254.427 

Mansfield 1,022,980 243,464 

Medford 910,257 376,317 

Mount Laurel 930,657 400.143 

New Hanover 1,145.956 5(»5 888 

Northampton 1,650.346 788 461 

Pemberton 687,500 307 000 

Randolph 100.000 12,825 

Shamong 251,685 48.065 

Southampton 712.500 312 670 

Springfield 1,135,755 224^35 

Washington 51,735 8.075 

Westampton 422,330 115.427 

Williogboro 263.780 74 025 

Woodland 127,390 9 950 

Total $21,293,264 $6,295,166 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per$xoo 


$250,400 


$1.45 


590 315 


1.42 


483,350 


2.50 


1,536,721 


183 


2,617,049 


1.96 


2,517,432 


1.10 


1,095.451 


94 


1,082,599 


1.35 


618,170 


1.20 


377.183 


1.10 


866 040 


.84 


586 623 


.90 


904 541 


1.12 


1,138.458 


1.00 


l,09b,291 


1.00 


1,113.447 


.95 


1,304 125 


.93 


2,005.663 


1.25 


631,600 


.90 


112,826 


1.11 


294.375 


110 


832,785 


.90 


1,359 990 


.97 


59 810 


1.61 


476,674 




297,255 




147,340 


1.80 


$24,398,412 





Decrease of valuation for 1892, $21,766. 
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BarlingtOQ county is one of the counties which received from 

the Beserve Fund for the year 1892 the same amount it con- 
tributed to it. 

VALUATIONS OF 1893. 

Valuation of Total Total Valua- Rate 

Tonmships. Real Esute. Personal. tion Taxable. Per |ioo. 

Bass River $211,405 $45,715 $252,095 $1.45 

Beverly 555,300 61,500 604,400 1.72 

Beverly City 481,872 .38,215 485,527 2.50 

Bordentown 1,470,870 230,673 1,539,628 2.10 

Burlington 2 561,075 560,569 2,689,998 

Chester 2,058,629 673,070 2,545,868 1.26J 

Chesterfield 928,475 312,128 1,090,203 1.11 

Cinnaminson 1,*028,109' 98,470 1,126,579 1.20 

Delran 611,170 109,620 664,690 1.30 

Eastampton 255,005 156,875 367,795 1.24 

Evesham 712,487 263,079 864,277 1.01 

Florence 560,064 61,432 589,416 1,04 

Lamberton 727 785 224,268 873,838 1,35 

Mansfield 1,002,812 232,323 1,109,021 1.13 

Medford 911,412 366,218 1,101,072 1.12 

Mount Laurel 921,910 381,468 1,110,025 1.08 

New Hanover 1,100,060 497,930 1,250.671 1.05 

Northampton 1,685,130 797,680 2,034,634 1.45 

Pemberton 692,500 311,000 640,000 1.10 

Shamong 258,622 44.740 298,125 1.30 

Southampton 711,260 308.210 831,560 1.10 

Springfield 1,055,060 220,315 1,275.375 1.10 

Washington 155,600 17,150 172,750 1.20 

Westampton.. 401,401 115,993 458.661 1.18 

Willingboro 258,740 75,425 291,715 

Woodland 133,530 9,820 143,350 1.80 

Total $21,450,283 $6,213,786 $24,411,273 

Total amount deducted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, $3,252,800. 

The increase of valuations in this county for 1893 amounts to 
$12,861. 

Burlington county receives from the Eeserve Fund for the 
year 1893 the same amount it contributes to it. 

CAMDEN COUNTY. 



While the assessments in this county have considerably im- 
proved since our last report, still this county is one of the most 



70 



STATE BOARD OF TAXATION. 



unequally asBessed counties in the State. The improvement in 
the asseBsments is shown by the fact that this year, upon the basis 
of valuation of 1892, Camden county receives from the Reserve 
Fund the same amount it contributes toward it, while in 1890 
it received $9,925 more than it contributed. This is a step toward 
equalization, and is very satisfactory to the other counties. 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Camden City $29,667,563 $1,669,400 

Centre 667,520 100,910 

Gloucester ^ 949,670 • 1^2,485 

Delaware 1,037,766 367,763 

Haddon 2,538,455 487,870 

Stockton 1,146,280 65,176 

Waterford 541,645 55,426 

Winslow 673,316 58,725 

Gloucester City 1,876,250 240.000 

Merchantville Borough... 741,676 41,200 

Pensauken 543,650 34,350 

Total $40,273,790 .$2,243,303 



Totol Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per $zoo 


$31,326,963 


$1.50 


758,430 


.88 


1,072,156 


1.05 


1,405,529 


.97 


3,026,325 


.77 


1,211,455 


2.07 


597,070 


1.22 


632,011 


1.27 


2,116,250 


1.75 


782,875 


1.70 


678,000 




$43,517,093 





VALUATIONS OP 1893. 

Valuation of Total Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. Per $ioo. 

Camden City $30,894,188 $1,696,800 $32,590,988 $1.80 

Gloucester City 1,783,130 216,250 1,999,380 2.03 

Centre Township 677,985 104,465 782,450 1.57 

Delaware Township.^ 1,007,085 149,923 1,157,008 1.17 

Gloucester Township 974,065 118,910 1,092,975 1.25 

Haddon Township 2,475,675 306,460 2,782,025 1.12 

Merchantville Borough... 757,666 40,825 798,491 1.90 

Pensauken Township 767,876 43,425 811,300 2.36 

Stockton Township 1,278,000 87,470 1,366.470 2.38 

Waterford Township 552,070 55,625 607,595 1.50 

Winslow Township 580,986 53,800 634,786 1.56 

Totals $41,748,625 $2,873,843 $44,622,468 

The increase of valuations in this county for 1893 amounts to 
$1,105,375. 

Camden county is one of the counties which receives from the 

Reserve Fund the same amount it contributes to it for 1893, on 
basis of valuation of 1892. 
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 CAPE MAY COUNTY. 

This county is fairly assessed, except, perhaps, in the city of 
Cape May, where some improvement might be made. Some 
very valaable hotel properties and cottages are situated at Cape 
May. 

The following statement shows the valaations by taxing dis- 
tricts, and the rate per cent, in each : 

VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of Total Valua Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. ation Taxable. Per ;^xoo. 

Upper. $415,700 |97,000 $500,000 $1.25 

Ocean aty 348,550 16,450 365,000 3.20 

Dennis... 404,548 107,032 475,500 1.26 

Sea Isle City 347,525 11,475 359,000 2.50 

Middle 535,075 86,425 612,000 1.15 

Lower 256,800 27,200 277,500 1.15 

Anglesea 195,305 7,695 203,000 3.00 

Holly Beach 174,965 5,035 180,000 3.50 

West Cape May 150,910 15,090 166,000 1.70 

Cape May City 1,347,975 149,025 1,497,000 2.30 

Cape May Point 213,000 12,000 225,000 2.00 

Avalon 115.650 1,350 117,000 2.00 

Total $4,506,003 $535,777 $4,977,000 

Cape May is one of the counties which received from the 
Reserve Fund the same amount it contributed to it for year 1892. 

VALUATIONS FOB 1893. 

Valuation oi Total 

Townships. Real £state. Personal. 

Upper Township $420,055 $92,650 

Denis Township 462,416 106,333 

Middle Township 538,800 83,550 

Lower Township 259,860 27,140 

Ocean City 380.000 20,000 

Sea Isle City 333,100 8,900 

Anglesea 195,000 8,000 

Holly Beach ; 172,115 5,385 

West Cape May 159,580 15,420 

Avalon 117,450 1,550 

Cape May City... 1,383,950 166,050 

Cape May Point 190,000 10,000 

Total $4,612,326 $544,978 $5,091,000 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per $xoo. 


$500,000 


$1.21 


530,000 


1.32 


614,500 


1.04 


280.000 


1.28 


400,000 


3.10 


342,000 


3.00 


203,000 


3.00 


177,500 


3.90 


175,000 


2.30 


119,000 


2.25 


1,550,000 


2.40 


200,000 
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Total amonnt deducted for individnal indebtednlBBS ander the 
Btatate, $66,804. 

The increase of valnations in this coanty for 1893 amonnts to 
$114,000. 

Cape May coanty is one of the counties which receives from 
the Reserve Fand the same amount it contributes to it. 



GUMBBRLAND COUNTY. 

This county is agricultural, with the exception of Bridgeton, 
Millville and Yineland. There is some improvement in the 
assessments of this county for the year 1893, the increase being 
490,706, as compared with a decrease last year of 8,695. The 
increase is largely in the cities of Millville, Bridgeton and 
townships of Greenwich, Landis and Yineland. 

The Board called attention to the fact, in its last report, that 
the Maurice River cove oyster industry in this county, estimated 
by the Board of Assessors at $2,000,000, escapes taxation entirely^ 
and this Board can only repeat what was then said — that it is 
probable that in order to tax the oyster industry, some further 
legislation will be required, and there seems to be no good reason 
why the State should not derive some revenue from this industry 
for State purposes, inasmuch as the foundation of the growth 
of oysters is upon lands belonging to the State. 

The following statement shows the valuations in each taxing 
district and the rate per cent, in each : 

VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 
Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Bridgeton— 1st Ward $1,190,950 $535,725 

2d Ward 1,077,700 410,725 

3d Ward 1,073,250 472,300 

4th Ward 885,200 290,945 

Ck>mmercial 465,553 195,550 

Deerfleld 947,938 349,000 

Downe... 366.152 57,211 

Fairfield 626.300 162,950 

Greenwich 507,890 173,520 

Hopewell 912,514 343,546 

Landis 844,200 . 40,200 



Total Valua. 
tion Taxable. 


Rate 
Per|zoo 


$1,554,250 ^ 




1,294,975 
1,401,415 ' 
1,050,625-' 


$1.60 






595,570 


1.25 


1,046,310 


.72 


380,688 




614,550 


1.05 


543,614 


.94 


1,067,470 


.90 


844,500 


1.26 
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Townships. 

Lawrence 

Maurice Biyer 

MlUviUe— 1st Ward.... 

2d Ward.... 

3d Ward.... 

4th Ward... 

Stow Greek... 

Yineland Boroagh..... 



Valaation of 
Real Estate. 

$671,937 
590.298 
815,087 
541,725 
877,140 
468,875 
438,400 
988,625 



Personal. 

$231,392 
217,000 
312,612 
461,250 
547,360 
101.175 
181.615 
110,440 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 

$787,356 
6^6,784 
885,1871 
874,750 

1,209,446 
407,200 
473.615 

1,047,000 



. 



Rate 
Per $ioo. 

$0.90 
1.21 



1.75 

.96 
1.90 



Total $14,187,714 $5,194,416 $16,865,305 

Decrease in valaations for 1892, $3,695. 

Cumberland county is one of the counties which received from 
the Reserve Fund the same amount it contributed toward it for 
1892, based on the valaations of 1891. 



VALUATIONS FOB 1893. 



Townships. 

Bridgeton— let Ward 

2d Ward 

3d Ward 

4th Ward 

Commercial Township..... 

Deerfield Township 

Downe Township... 

Fairfield Township 

Greenwich Township 

Hopewell To wnship«. 

Landis Township 

Lawrence Township 

Manrice River Township.. 
Millville— 1st Ward.. 

2d Ward 

3d Ward 

4th Ward.. 

Stow Greek Township 

Boroagh Tineland 

Total $14,649,706 



Valuation of 


Total 


Total Valua- 


Rate 


Real. Estate. 


Personal. 


tion Taxable. 


Per^ioo 


$1,300,711 


$514,825 


$1,622,000' 
1.325,000 




1,107,690 


381.500 


$1.70 


1,073.045 


509,475 


1,422 000 




981,050 


213,645 


1,063,000 J 




454,905 


201,400 


594,000 


1.30 


937,597 


335,796 


1,036,000 


.90 


357,695 


58,721 


380,000 


.90 


518,235 


160,015 


603,000 


1.06 


517,765 


236,757 


631,000 


.90 


918.950 


327,393 


1,069,000 


1.00 


818,925 


49,075 


868,000 


1.34 


656,200 


214.635 


759 000 


.92 


575,658 


129,510 


680,000 


1.13 


828,300 


309,912 


893>000 


* 


567,150 


481,075 


906,000 


1.75 


893,730 


526,139 


1,278,000 




. 572,225 


15,325 


415.000 J 




436,925 


183,925 


472,000 


100 


1,132,950 


290,715 


1,340,000 


1.40 



$5,139,848 $17,356,000 



Total amount deducted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, $2,438,554. 
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The increase oi valnations in this coanty for 1893 amounts to 
$490,705. 

Cumberland county receives more money from the Beserve 
Fund than it contributes to it. 

Excess received over amount contributed for 1893, $3,979. 

ESSEX COUNTY. 

This county continues to be the wealthiest and one of the best 
assessed counties in the State, and we repeat that the city of 
Newark has a complete set of assessment maps, which might be 
taken as a model for every city and taxing district in the State. 
These maps are not permitted to be altered or changed, except 
by the City Surveyor, on producing the deed showing a change 
of title of any parcel of real estate. 

The following statement shows the valuations in each taxing 
district and the rate per cent, in each : 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of . 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Newark $97,655,790 $25,964,764 

Orange— 1st Ward 1,613,600 • 175,300 

2d Ward 1,641,000 259,800 

3d Ward 1,478,300 252,900 

4th Ward 1,501,650 200,400 

5th Ward 477,100 35,800 

Franklin 777,350 33,150 

Belleville 1,431,375 180,991 

Caldwell 533,000 168,000 

Livingston 530,200 79,300 

Clinton 2,068,000 137,000 

MUlbum 1,195,350 175,375 

East Orange— 1st Ward... 977,400 100,000 

2d Ward ... 3,429,350 406,300 

3d Ward... 2,958,500 321,000 

4th Ward... 3,483,100 371,750 

West Orange 2,748,000 280,100 

South Orange 2,750,950 335,650 

Montclair 5,525,400 544,600 

Caldwell 4,347,450 559,275 

Caldwell Borough 286,100 66,190 

Verona 460,350 48,050 

Total $137,779,315 $30,695,695 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 


Rate 
Per ;pioo. 


$121,879,000 


$1.87 


1,647,000 ] 




1,861,000 


t 


1,713,000 


[ 2.90 


1,685,000 




500,000 J 




800,000 


3.42 


1,578,000 


2.04 


670,000 


1.68 


595,000 


1.17 


2,195,000 


1.56 


1,343,000 


1.41J 


1,056,000 




3,811,000 


300 


3,261,000 


V.Vv 


3,833,000 J 




3,011,000 


1.94 


3,067,000 


1.55 


6,000,000 


2.30 


4,831,000 




350,000 


1.68 


497,000 




$166,183,000 
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Increase in valuation for 1892, $11,471,000. 

Essex county is one of the counties which received from the 
Reserve Fund the same amount it contributes to it for 1892, on 
the basis of valuation of 1891. 



VALUATIONS 1893. 



Townships. 

City of Newark 

City of Orange — 

1st Ward 

2d Ward 

3d Ward 

4th Ward 

5th Ward 

£a8t Orange — Ist Ward... 

2d Ward... 
3d Ward... 
4th Ward... 

5th Ward- 



Valuation of 
Real Estate. 



West Orange 

Sonth Orange 

Bloomfield— 1st Ward. 

2d Ward.. 

3d Ward.. 

Franklin 

Bellville 

Caldwell 

Livingston 

Clinton.. 

Millbnrn 

Montclair .* 

Verona 

Caldwell borough 



1,583,200 

1,789.300 

1,612,000 

1,660,000 

514,000 

927,400 

2,833,455 

2,546,850 

1,482,900 

1,459,900 

2,860,900 

2,974,800 

1.163,300 

1,119,225 

1,390,000 

777,600 

1,500,650 

564,650 

535,000 

1,996,300 

1,251,700 

5,116,600 

496,600 

321,250 



Total 
Personal. 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 



Rate 
Per ^xoo. 



$102,412,335 $27,285,668 $127,867,000 $1.82 



175,300 
251,600 
253,400 
200,000 

63,600 
106,100 
403,000 
307,350 
258,500 
170,800 
289,950 
369,050 
251,075 
191,875 
133,150 

33,100 
187,141 
169,850 

79,700 
137,500 
180,075 
733,900 

47,400 

69,390 



1,706,000 

2,018,000 

1,847,000  

1,841,000 

562,000 J 

1,333,000 

4,233,000 

3,753,000 

2,280,000 

2,140,000 J 

3,132,000 

3,323,000 

1,392,000 

1,293,000 

1,486,000 

1,266,000 

1,643,000 

759,000 

600,000 

2,097,000 

1,404,000 

7,002,000 

532,000 

417,000 



} 



2.82 



2 50 



1.90 
1.46 

2.66 

2.68 
2.28 
1.53 
1.02 
.86 
1.51 
2.25 
1.60 



Total $140,889,915 $32,348,474 $175,926,000 



Total amount deducted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, 2,405,969. 

The increase of valuations in Essex county for 1898 amounts 
to $9,743,000. 

Essex county contributes more to the Reserve Fund than it 
receives for 1893. 

Excess contributed over amount received, $7,688. 
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 

This county is chiefly agricultural, and is fairly assessed. 
The fallowing statement shows the valuations in each taxing 
district, with the rate per cent, in each : 

YALUATIOMS 1892. 

Valuation of 
Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

City of Woodbury $1,708,700 $451,100 

Clayton 512,450 241,292 

Deptford 961,300 215.100 

Elk 356,890 117,665 

East Greenwich 594,375 305,750 

Franklin 593,360 77.500 

GlasBboro 780,620 291,326 

Greenwich 933,560 442,028 

Harrison 873,691 474,101 

Logan 8^^9,585 350.506 

Mantua 740,685 336,780 

Monroe 580,910 148,500 

South Harrison 502,845 416,386 

Washington 610,010 169,788 

West Deptford 939,911 215,480 

Woolwich 1,140,800 520.200 

Total $12,729,582 $4,773,301 

Decrease in valuations for 1892, $50,033. 

Gloucester county is one of the counties which received from 
the Eeserve Fund the same amount it contributed towards it for 
1892, on the basis of valuation of 1891. 

VALUATIONS OF 1893. 

Valuation of 
Townships. . Real Estate. 

Oity of Woodbury $1,747,200 

Clayton 513,100 

Deptford 971,600 

Elk.. 360,925 

Franklin 593,800 

GlassWro 821,320 

East Greenwich.. 589,800 

Greenwich 943,587 

Harrison 862,081 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per|ioo 


11,882,100 


$1.66 


654,360 


1.45 


1,059,300 


1.03 


404,930 


.85 


731,700 


.84 


655,800 


1.10 


937,850 


1.28 


1,131,575 


.74 


1,051,536 


1.00 


999,830 


1.00 


900.045 


1.25 


672,310 


1.10 


585,627 


1.00 


682,750 


1.00 


1,030,370 


.88 


1,245,000 


.97 


$14,625,083 





Total 


Total Valua- 


Rate 


Personal. 


tion Taxable. 


Per^xoo 


$539,400 


$1,943,400 


$1.64 


245,675 


666,335 


1.46 


204,600 


1,077,300 


.91 


119,285 


406,150 


.95 


80,800 


659,100 


1.06 


275.525 


976,770 


1.47 


297,000 


724,400 


.82 


512,510 


1,216,834 


.90 


463,451 


1,046,576 


.98 
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Valuation of Total Total Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate^ Personal. tion Taxable. Per $ioo. 

Soath Harrison 491,406 236,363 576,229 .90 

Lof^n 893,725 332,561 999,315 1.09 

Mantua.... 753,255 325,285 906,31.0 .95 

Monroe 583,320 141,000 676,770 1.12 

Washington 608,960 173,683 680,835 1.00 

WestDeptford 937,756 198,381 1,019,686 

Woolwich 1,125,600 511,000 1,233,400 .80 

Total 112,797,435 14,656,519 $14,809,410 

Total amount deducted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, $2,644,544. 

The increase of valuations in Gloucester county for 1893 
amounts to $184,327. 

Gloucester county is one of the counties which receives from 
the Reserve Fund the same amount it contributes to it for 1893, 
on the basis of value of 1892. 

HUDSON COUNTY. 

There is very little improvement in the assessments in this 
county. Personal property to a great extent escapes taxation. 

The following statements show the valuations in each taxing 
district, with the tax-rate in each ;: 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real £state. Personal. 

Jersey City— 1st District. $13,552,400 $2,490,300 

2d District.. 11,741,070 1,361,900 

3d District.. 8,778,400 447,200 

4th District.. 11,982,015 803,500 

5th District. 10,896,950 551,550 

6th District. 20,693,965 1,156,900 

Hoboken 20,280,900 1,922,255 

Bayonne 9,707,157 598,166 

North Bergen.. 2,511,270 145,980 

West Hoboken 3,547,650 172,310 

Town of Union 2,412,050 174,100 

Union Township 1,743,000 126,000 

Guttenberg .' 560,530 35,425 

Weehawken 2,456,600 128,950 

Kearny 4,250,800 843,450 

Harrison 2,746.448 243,950 

Total $127,861,205 $11,201,936 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per|coo 


$16,042,7001 




13,102.970 




9,225,600 


- $2.84 


12,785,515 




11,448,500 




21,850,865 J 




22,203,155 


2.19 


10,305,323 


2.32 


2,657,250 


1.28 


3,719,960 


2.06 


2,586,150 




1,869,000 


1.35 


595,955 


1.34 


2,585,550 




5,094,250 


2.05 


2,990,398 


2.54 


$139,063,141 
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Increase Id valuatiooB for 1892, $5,568,087. 
Hadson county is one of the coanties which receives from the 
Reserve Fand the same amount it contributes towards it. 



VALUATIONS OP 1893. 



Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. 

Jersey City— lat District.. $12,883,600 

2d District. 8,113,895 

3d District. 11,763,800 

4th District.. 12,677,536 

5th District.. 11,393,060 

6th District. 21,342,640 

Total $78,174,530 

Hoboken.. $20,801,200 

Bayonne 10,419,757 

North Bergen 2,602,860 

West Hoboken 3,719,550 

Town of Union 2,514,100 

Union Township 1,826,500 

Guttenberg 569,705 

Weehawken 2,480,100 

Kearny 4,303,150 

Harrison 2,792,550 

Total $130,209,002 



Personal. 

$2,476,760 
788,000 
962,600 
940,100 
634,300 
1,102.700 



ToUl Valua- 
tion Taxable. 

$16,360,3501 
8,901,895 
12,716,400 
13,617,635 
12,027,360 
22,445,340 J 



Rate 
Per $xoa. 



- $2.75 



$6,894,550 


$85,068,980 




$1,989,396 


$22,790,696 


2.08 


607,650 


11,027,407 


2.39 


141,830 


2,744,690 


.99 


178,010 


3,397,560 


5.94 


176,000 


2,690,100 


2.14 


127,000 


1,963,600 


1.52 


34,825 


604,630 




128,700 


2,608,800 


1.85 


853,050 


6,161,200 


2.09 


251,300 


3,043,850 


2.49 



$11,382,210 $141,591,212 



The increase of valuations in Hudson county for 1893, amounts 
to $2,528,071. 

Hudson county is one of the counties which receives from the 
Reserve Fund for 1893 the same amount it contributes to it. 



HUNTERDON COUNTY. 



This county is mostly agricultural, and the assessments are 
fairly made. 

• The following statement shows the valuations in each taxing 
district and the tax-rate in each : 
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VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of ToUl Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate^ Personal. tion Taxable. Per ;^zoo. 

Alexandria $635,524 $351,820 $696,865 $1.11 

Bethlehem 958,820 438,424 1,093,954 .84 

Clinton Township 992,475 690,935 1,143,745 1.26 

OUnton Borough 460,975 445,620 675,000 1.22 

Delaware 1,430,205 811,910 1,695,345 

East Amwell :... 762,180 576,903 1,007,066 .97 

Franklin 757,725 451,071 910,050 1.07 

Erenchtown 348,812 320,892 340,185 

High Bridge 764,616 247,915 748,270 1.05 

Holland 824,620 440,932 1,035,883 1.02J 

Kmgwood 770,662 498,278 894,025 1.04 

Lambertville— 1st Ward. 347,150 67,893 319,480 ^ 

2d Ward 590,435 632,960 953,945 \ 1.25 

3d Ward 598,960 206,960 612,635 3 

Lebanon 770,930 320,020 824,300 1.00 

Raritan 2,207,570 1,711,248 3,908,393 1.05 

Readington 1,502,728 904,071 1,618,266 1.13 

Tewksbury 900,170 563,505 1,057,385 1.08 

Union. 668,745 315,528 764,426 1.00 

West Amwell 478,945 294,655 601,037 1,05 

Total $16,772,245 $10,318,734 $20,136,256 

Decrease in valuations for 1892, $364,549. 

Hunterdon county is one of the counties in which the amount 
raised for the Reserve Fund exceeds the amount received in the 
distribution of the Reserve Fund. 

Excess raised on the valuations of 1891, $3,810. 



VALUATIONS OF 1893. 



Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. 

Alexandria $628,588 

Bethlehem 937,528 

Clinton 977,640 

Clinton Borongh 466,525 

Delaware 1,398,320 

East Amwell 739,852 

Franklin 730,780 

Frenchtown 330,850 

High Bridge 769,542 

Holland 878,734 

Kingwood 764,845 



Total 


Total Valua- 


Rate 


Personal. 


tion Taxable. 


Per |ioo 


$327,714 


$687,590 


$1.15 


423,270 


1,062,263 


1.00 


660,625 


1,106,770 


1.13 


441,013 


700,000 


1.37 


739,975 


1,645,510 


1.14 


557,861 


992,346 


1.04 


477,616 


915,150 


1.10 


314,220 


518,621 


1.10 


242,813 


762,596 


1.14 


477,091 


1,132,281 


.98 


490,886 


892,386 


1.06 
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Valuation o£ Total Total Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. Per $100, 

Lambertyille— IstWard.... $347,725 $700,096 $319,610 1 

2d Ward 588,960 625,450 943,920 V $1.25 

3d Ward..... 600.775 220,515 612,500 i . 

Lebanon. 766,930 318,020 818,300 1.00 

Raritan. 2,204,695 1,638,008 2,895.216 1.06 

Readington 1,462,722 895,593 1,579,284 1,16 

Tewkabury 903.410 530994 1,058,604 1.16 

Union. 661,553 308,467 760,688 1.10 

West Amwell... 460,425 279,982 575,825 1.15 

Total. $16,620,399 $10,040,209 $19,979,460 

Total amount deducted for individaal indebtedness under the 
statute, $6,681,148. 

Decrease in valuation for 1893, $156,796. 

Hunterdon county is one of the counties which contributed to 
the Reserve Fund in 1893 more than it received from it. 

Excess contributed over amount received, $1,500. 

MBROBR COUNTY. 

The city of Trenton, the principal taxing district in this county, 
seems to be fairly assessed, as do also the agricultural lands of 
this county. Complaint was made by the borough of Princeton 
against the borough of Wilbur as being taxed at too low a figure. 
On examination by the Board, the complaint was found to be 
justifiable, whereupon 15 per cent, was added to the valuations 
of Wilbur for purposes of equalization. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing dis- 
tricts and the rate per cent, on each : 

VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuati <n of Total Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. PerJIioo. 

Ewing $1,182,005 $273.4^3 $1,317,088 $1.12 

Lawrence 8l'4,526 193,206 826,211 1.17 

Hamilton 1,599,236 566,443 1,883,815 1.00 

East Windsor 1,182,533 670.103 1,457,479 1.14 

West Windsor 804,039 353,904 921,966 1.00 

Princeton 2,247,143 1,114,503 3,099,418 1.12 

HopewelL 2,178.983 1,496.697 2,745,533 1.14 

Washington 669 878 229.573 735,308 1.05 

City of Trenton 21,824 395 7,307,297 27,625,200 1.95 

Borough of Wilbur... 565,302 2,000 667,302 

Total $33,078,039 $12,269,209 $41,179,320 
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Increase of valaations for 1892, $965,846. 
Mercer county is one of the counties which received from the 
Reserve Fund the same amount it contributed to it. 

VALUATIONS OF 1893. 

Valuation of Total Total Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. Per $ioo. 

Ewing .'. $1,201,576 $249,820 $1,316,925 $0.92 

Hopewell 2,168 099 1,483,068 2,734,157 1.04 

East Windsor 1,184,124 644,429 1,434,270 1.04 

V^est Windsor 794,075 363,968 926.922 .90 

Princeton 1,972,089 958,419 2,642,904 1.09 

Hamilton 1,625,167 566,449 1,931,632 .90 

Washington 609,783 174,718 636 808 1.00 

Lawrence 795,226 182,426 792,607 1.10 

Wilbur 744,586 23,270 767,856 

Trenton 22,377,252 7,303,606 28,046,914 190 

Total $33,471,976 $11,950,173 $41,229,796 

Total amount deducted for individual indebtedness under 
the statute, $4,192,854. 

Increase of valuations for 1893, $150,675. 

Mercer county is one of the counties which receives from the 
Reserve Fund the same .amoNunt it contributes to it. 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 

The Board has heard a number of appeals from this county. 
The city of New Brunswick filed an appeal against the town- 
ships of Woodbridge, Madison and East Brunswick. After 
hearing the matter at New Brunswick and considering the facts 
relating to the valuations of the several taxing districts, and it 
being shown by evidence produced that properties in the town- 
ships of Woodbridge and Madison were assessed at substantially 
true value, and that property in East New Brunswick was as- 
sessed at eighty per cent, of true value, the petition against the 
townships of Woodbridge and Madison was dismissed, and 
twenty per cent, added to the taxable value of East New Bruns- 
wick. 

The county and State school tax of the city of New Brunswick 

and the township of East Brunswick was equalized and revised 

as follows : 

6 



i 
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Assessed Valua- 
tion 1893. 

New BroDBwick $10,200,000 

East Branswick 1,226,730 

Total 



School and 
County Tax on 
Valuations 1893. 

$102,441 
12,320 

$114,761 



County and State School 

Tax as Equalized by 
State Board of Taxation. 

$100,100 
14,661 



$114,761 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of Total Valua- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. Per ^100. 

New Brunswick... $7,890,000 $2,120,000 $10,010,000 $2 60 

South Brunswick 1,107,775 302,100 1,282,425 1.22 

East Brunswick 1,088,150 188,935 1,214,380 1.38 

North Brunswick 512,730 128,970 641,700 .1.30 

Oranbury 723,610 335,248 873,720 1.16 

Monroe 1,005,850 325,350 1,149.100 1.34 

Madison 421,345 39,725 432,900 1.47 

Sayreville 800,800 71,600 834,000 

South Amboy 856,700 192,700 909,100 1.56 

Perth Amboy 2,757,500 176,260 2,889,760 2.10 

Woodbridge 1,963,835 163,190 2,127,025 

Piscataway 1,686,705 265,090 1,842,447 1.41 

Raritan 1,654,500 138,900 1,724,550 1.46 

Total $22,469,500 $4,498,068 $25,931,107 

Increase in valaation for 1892, $633,805. 

Middlesex county is one of the counties which received from' 
the Reserve Fund the same amount it contributed to it for 1892, 
on the basis of valuation for 1891. 



VALUATIONS OP 1893. 

Valuation of Total 

Townships. Real Estate. Pirsonal 

New Brunswick ;.. $8,040,000 $2,160,000 

South Branswick 1,101,475 287,080 

East Branswick 1,095,240 191,445 

North Branswick 521,000 121,775 

Cranbary 714,286 320,783 

Monroe 977,295 289,926 

Madison 420,995 72,475 

Sayreville 819.700 73,300 

South Amboy .895,000 217,350 

Perth Amboy 2,930,686 184,480 

Woodbridge 2,034,946 165,160 

Piacataway 1,704,883 225,016 

Raritan 1,656,500 180,300 

Total $22,911,953 $4,488,679 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per 9xoc 


$10,200,000 


$2.48 


1,260,000 


1.16 


1,226,730 


1.32 


642,276 


1.28 


868,240 


1.20 


1,096,641 


1.26 


465,200 


1.38 


834,000 


1.72 


967,200 


1.50 


3,069,665 




2,200,095 


1.50 


1,831,305 


1.42 


1,728,200 


1.42 


$26,389,651 


• / 
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Total amount dedacted for individaal indebtedness nnder the 
statute, $1,010,081. 

Increase in valuation f )r 1893, $458,414. 

Middlesex county receives from the Reserve Fund for 1893 
the same amount it contributes to it. 



MONMOUTH COUNTY. 

Monmouth county is one of the principal agricultural counties 
of the State, and also has within its bounds valuable seaside 
property. Farm land is assessed relatively higher than seaside 
property. 

The Board has heard and disposed of two appeals of taxing 
districts in this county. One was from the township of Matawan 
and the other was from the township of Freehold. Both com- 
plaints against the action of the County Board of Assessors in 
unjustly, unfairly and illegally raising the valuation of the said 
townships. The Board heard both appeals, and after considering 
the testimony showing the relative values in the various taxing 
districts of Monmouth county, decided that the appeals were 
just, and equalized the valuation of Matawan township at 
$985,090. In the matter of the appeal of Freehold township, 
see page 18, supra. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing 
districts with the tax rate in each : 

VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 
Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Atlantic $764,200 $292,650 

Eatontown 1,715,057 285,747 

Freehold 2,643,365 1,521,966 

Holmdel.. 1,002,336 462,858 

Howell 1,000,200 318,375 

Manalapan 1,067,805 192,515 

Marlboro 1,013,495 425,120 

Matawan 795,150 273.640 

Middletown 3,699.650 860,400 

Millstone 897,307 431,313 

Neptune 3,050.000 661,000 

Ocean|. 8,880.000 1,075,000 

Raritan 1,396,064 588,995 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 


Rate 
Per ^loo. 


$860,000 


$1.10 


1,852,700 


1.05 


3,088 600 




1,179,700 


1.05^ 


971,500 


.95 


1,119,400 


1.15J 


1,055,000 


1.00 


941,900 


1.38 


3,725,400 


1.02J 


937,500 


1.02A 


3,162,700 


1.20 


9,363,000 


1.23 


1,634,500 


.99 
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Vuluation of 
TowQships. Real Estate. 

Shrewsbury $4,634,815 

Upper Freehold 1,676,198 

Wall 2138,325 

Spring Lake 669,450 

Manasqaan Borough 405,050 

Total 



Personal. 

$890 795 

877,416 

257,670 

55,350 

44,850 


Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 

$5,525 600 

1994,900 

2,422,200 

756.600 

445,100 


Rate 
Per $100 

$L.17J 
1.00 
.90 
1,71 




$41,036,300 





VALUATIONS FOR 1893. 



Valuation of 

Townships, Real Estate. 

Atlantic. $762,800 

Eatontown 1,739,475 

Freehold 2,614,978 

Holmdel 1,032,119 

Howell 995,147 

Manalapan :. 1,058.365 

Marlboro 897 605 

Matawan 789,82!S 

Middletown 4,072,550 

Millstone 884,724 

Manasquan Borough 387,500 

Neptune 3,968,965 

N. Spring Lake Borough... 361 000 

Raritan 1,395,749 

Ocean- 9,033,575 

Shrewsbury 4,6S5,717 

Spring Lake Borough 683,900 

Upper Freehold 1,673,398 

Wall 1,842,400 

Total 



Increase of valuations for 1893, $2,370,800. 

Monmouth county is one of the counties in which the amount 
of tax raised exc^ds the amount received in the distribution of 
the Reserve Fund. 

Excess raised over amount received, $3,100. 



Total 


Toul Valua- 


Rate 


Personal. 


tion Taxable. 


Per llioo. 


$306,700 


$837,600 


$100 


273 792 


1,867.700 


1.05 


1,579,797 


4,000,000 




455,466 


1,202,100 


1.00 


225.230 


^>64,900 


100 


185,385 


1,106.100 


104 


218,850 


1,116 500 


1.00 


305,442 


963,500 


1.41^ 


851,405 


4,024,800 


95tV 


416.744 


924,500 


1 02A 


81500 


410 600 


1.16 


642,100 


4,128 900 


1.05 


24,750 


373,800 




458,h07 


1.600.000 


105 


1,052,350 


9,515,500 


1.02J 


912,747 


5,547,500 


117J 


55,400 


769 300 


1.62 


861,027 


1,972.500 


1.00 


238,900 


2,081,300 


.92 




$43,407,100 





MORRIS COUNTY. 



The assessments in this county the present year have changed 
very little. There is still a lack of uniformity. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing dis- 
tricts, with the tax-rate in each : 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


t on Taxable. 


Per $ioo. 


$1,211,000 


11.86 


1,266,025 


1.08,^ 


8-55,830 


1.12 


1,867,960 


.99} 


592,695 


1.09 


8,513,500 


1.06 


538,760 


1.20 


763,485 


1.00 


741,250 


.90 


520,400 


1.39 


822,125 


1.70 


1,517,300 


1.30 iV 




.85 


1,122,270 


1.05 


1,877,447 




287,950 




1,295,900 


1.11 


$24,538,543 
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VALUATIOKS 1892. 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Boonton $1,025,500 $214 600 

Chatham 1,133,875 133,750 

Chester 748,600 270,360 

Hanover 1,571,900 353,355 

Jefferson 454,895 151,125 

Morris 7,300,800 1,300,200 

Montville 472,110 17,000 

Mendham 705,240 172,292 

Mount Olive 673,525 138,965 

Passaic. 485,150 120,600 

Peqnannoek 751,500 76,125 

Randolph 1,275,350 270,260 

Roxbary 

Washington 980,250 393,675 

Madison Borough 1,568,975 308,407 

Mount Arlington 258,600 39,350 

Rockaway 1,115,300 197,300 

Total $21,141,525 $4,318,715 

Increase in valuationB for 1892, $468,545. 
Morris county is one of the counties which received from the 
Reserve Fund the same amount it contributes to it. 

VALUATIONS POR 1893. 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. Total Personal. 

Boonton $1,058,550 $206,950 

Chatham 1,192,725 133,860 

Chester |727,300 278,277 

Hanover l,626,75ii 360,380 

Jefferson 453.H85 130,450 

Morris 7,441,800 1,275,200 

Mendham. 729,245 162,492 

Montville 474,760 . 86,150 

Mount Olive 665.300 132,200 

Passaic 495,275 124,400 

Pequannock 774,350 81,650 

Randolph 1,345,800 202,100 

Rockaway 1,156,200 142,500 

Roxbury 650,025 123,600 

Mt. Arlington Borough 268,2 51,450 

Washington 966.245 378,380 

Madison Borough 1,659,343 319,247 

Total $21,885,573 $4,179,176 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per $100. 


$1,237,000 


190 


1,313,925 


1031 


849,097 


1.191 


1,923,785 


.97 


570,985 


l.llj 


8,606,100 


104 


786,540 


1.20 


544,060 


1.15 


734,060 


1.10 


558,300 




838,075 


1.11 


1,517,300 


147 


1,282,800 


1.33 


750,000 


.87} 


309,170 




1,113,305 


1.20 


1,978.690 




$24,913,092 
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Total amonnt deducted for individaal. indebtedness under the 
statute, $951,657. 

Increase of valuations for 1893, $625,453. 

Morris county receives from the Reserve Fund for 1893 the 
same amount it contributes towards it. 



OCEAN COUNTY. 

This county consists largely of out lands, barren lands — cov- 
ered with oak and pine of small growth — also low lands, which 
in some cases are converted into cranberry bogs ; it also has with- 
in its bounds some very valuable sea-side property, and large 
hotels at Lakewood and other places, but a great part of the land 
is unproductive. 

In some ot the taxing districts, notably at Lakewood, the 
Assessor assesses according to true value, but in other taxing 
districts, notably in the township of Union, in which Barnegat 
is situated, the Assessor is openly charged with favoritism, and 
this township is, in our judgment, one of the worst and most 
unequally assessed districts in the State. The Assessor holds 
over under the act passed to extend the term of Assessors to 
three years, and there does not seem any adequate way for the 
taxpayers there to rid themselves of a burden which all acknowl- 
edge. Consequently this Board has received many appeals from 
the assessments of this township, not involving any •very large 
amounts, but important to the persons appealing. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing dis- 
tricts, with the tax-rate in each : 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Berkeley $244,600 00 $23,525 

Brick 397,910 00 54,415 

Bayhead Borongh 180,800 00 6,100 

Point Pleasant Borongh... 424,075 00 44,150 

Dover 609,610 00 150,400 

Island Heights Borongh... 178,262 00 3,405 

Lavalette Borongh 30,794 50 500 

Eagleswood 99,095 00 19,465 



Total Valua- Rate 

tion Taxable. Per $zoo. 

$263,825 00 $1.28 

397,575 00 

185 500 00 

458,075 00 1.74 

646,410 00 1.38 

181,667 00 

31,294 50 

109,560 00 .87 
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Valuation of 
Townships. Real Estate. 

Beach Haven Boroagh...^ $160,475 00 

Jackson 302,071 00 

Lacej 180,920 00 

Little Egg Harbor 305,500 00 

Mancheeter 195,195 00 

Ocean 90,449 00 

Plumeted 463,272 00 

SUfford.^ 192.875 00 

Union 177,007 00 

Lakewood 1,085,575 00 

Total $5,288,485 50 





Total Valua- 


Rate 


Personal. 


tion Taxable. 


Per |ioo. 


$33,325 


$193,300 00 




64,375 


812,571 00 


$1.55 


30,305 


207,725 00 


1.26 


105,090 


408,400 00 


1.44 


33,305 


210,000 00 


1.39 


29,605 


139,904 00 


1.35 


226,739 


530,547 00 


1.20 


30,240 


209,575 00 


1.60 


45,135 


215,255 00 


1.76 


153,575 


1,225,700 00 


1.17A 



$1,052,634 $3,906,783 60 



Increase in valaations tor 1892, $349,498. 

Ocean county is one of the two connties of this State for 1892, 
under the valaations of 1891, which receives from the Reserve 
Fund more money than it contributed towards it, and, as was said 
in our last report, there seems to be a just reason why this county 
should receive from more wealthy and prosperous counties at the 
present a proportion of their School Fund. 

Such excess received amounts to $6,900. 



VALUATIONS 1893. 

Valuation of Total Total Valua- 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. 

Bayhead Borough.. $190,800 00 $10,000 $200400 00 

Blackhawk Borough 165,475 00 32,975 197,950 00 

Berkeley 241,950 00 23,500 258,700 00 

Brick 359,050 00 59,100 388,675 00 

Dover 621,470 00 148,700 661,670 00 

.Eagleswood 99,093 00 19,465 109,558 00 

Island HeighU Borough... 180,172 00 3,320 179,492 00 

Jackson 299,534 00 68,100 330,304 00 

Lacey 180.000 00 27,302 203,102 00 

Lakewood 1,146,600 00 154,125 1,287,025 00 

Lavalette Borough 30,794 50 500 31,294 50 

Little Egg Harhor 306,300 00 100,300 403,600 00 

Manchester 195,641 00 29,465 203,766 00 

Ocean 91,467 00 30,228 121,545 00 

Plumsted... 459,272 00 231,739 532,651 00 

Point Pleasant Borough... 422,265 00 51,200 463,183 00 

Stafford « 177,395 00 36,005 200.000 00 

Union 167,077 00 32,150 195,977 00 

Total $5,334,355 50 $1,058,174 $5,968,892 50 



Rate 
Per |xoo. 



$1.10 



1.12 
2.03 

1.50 
1.24 

l.lOx^r 



1.38 

1.37 

1.27} 

1.24 

1.79 

1.24 

1.62 
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Total amoant deducted for individaal indectedaesB, $423,637. 

Increase in valuations for 1893, $62,109. 

Ocean county is one of the counties which receives from the 
Reserve Fund more money than it contributes towards it for 
1893. 

Such excess received in 1893 amounts to $6,294. 

PASSAIC COUNTY. 

The cities of Paterson and Passaic are the pricipal taxing dis- 
tricts of this county, and in both cities assessments lack uni- 
formity and equality, but an increase has been made in valuation. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing dis- 
tricts, with the tax-rate in each : 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 
Townships. Real Elstate. Personal. 

City of Paterson— 

• Ist Ward. 11,676,855 $112,650 

2d Ward 2,399,725 231,600 

3d Ward 6,574,485 770,725 

4th Ward , 7,274,710 1,413,900 

5th Ward 4,032,400 1,132,800 

6th Ward 2,319.550 668,150 

7th Ward 1,980,805 659,000 

8th Ward 2,949,020 459,300 

138,215,452 16,539,810 
City of Passaic — 

iBt Ward $1,127,625 $134,525 

2d Ward 1,077,672 342,700 

3d Ward 1,030,750 58,050 

4th Ward 1,248,845 133,160 

Acquackanonk $1,224^200 

Little Falls 555,970 

Pompton 676,900 

Wayne 700,715 

Manchester 793,600 

West Milford 572,625 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 



$1,788,5051 
2,631,325 
7,345.210 
8,688,610 
5,165,200 
2,987,700 
2,639,805 
3,408,320 

$44,755,262 



$1,262,1601 
1,320,372 I 



1,088,800 



1,381,995 j 



L 



Rate 
Per |zoo. 



$2.50 



I- 2.80 



$90,300 


$1,314,500 




91,125 


647,095 


1.70 


94,325 


771,225 


2.63 


131,710 


832,425 


1.72 


71,450 


866,050 


2.21 


44,350 


616,975 


1.64 
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Increase of valuations for 1892, $4,688,631. 
Passaic county is one of the counties which receives from the 
Eeserve Fund the same amount it contributes to it. 



VALUATIONS FOB 1893. 



Townships. 

City of Paterson — 

First Ward 

Second Ward- 
Third Ward 

Fourth Ward- 
Fifth Ward 

Sixth Ward 

Seventh Ward. 
Eighth Ward.. 

City of Passaic — 

First Ward 

Second Ward.. 
Third Ward.... 
Fourth Ward.. 

Acqoackanonk 

Little Falls 

Pompton 

Wayne 

Manchester.^ 

WestMilford 



Valuation of 
Real Estate. 



11,835,760 

2,719,130 
7,767,649 
8,370,620 
4,204,095 
2,365,000 
2,038,030 
3,110,191 

1,180,626 

1,162,890 

1,153,600 

1,405,015 

1,270,475 

607,700 

700,800 

731,305 

823,586 

524,250 



Total 
Personal. 



$124,900 
306,400 
946,050 
2,225,550 
1,063,800 
705,250 
734,300 
490,950 

144,525 

248,900 
60,200 

155,200 
87,676 
86,800 
84,500 

125,000 
65,700 
47,500 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 



$1,960,660 
3,025,530 
8,683,699 

10,596,170 
6,267,895 
3,070,250 
2,772.330 
3,601,141 J 



1,326,160 

1,401,790 

1,213.800 

1,560,215 

1,268,150 

693,500 

786,300 

856,305 

889,285 

571.750 



r 



Rate 
Per ^loo. 



$2.50 



2.92 

1.43 
1.65 
3.06 
1.70 
2.00 
2.04 



Total $41,930,720 7,692,200 $49,622,920 

Increase in valuations for 1893, $4,867,658. 
Passaic county receives from the Reserve Fund for 1893 the 
same amount it contributes to it. 



SALBM COUNTY. 

This is chiefly an agricultural county. The manufacture of 
glass, both flat and hollow ware, the canning of fruits, tomatoes, 
&c., are the chief manufacturing industries, and are carried on to 
a large extent in this county. 

Farm lands of this county are assessed as nearly as may be 
according to true value, and in some cases it seems beyond the 
selling value. Personal property is well listed, and the relation 
between real and personal property is normal. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing dis- 
tricts and the tax-rate in each : 
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VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of ToUll Valna- Rate 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. tion Taxable. Per |zoo. 

Salem— East Ward $1,327,550 $853,050 $1,818,3001 -^25 

West Ward 1,051,150 742,150 1,572,500 J * 

ManniDgton 1,273,600 476,600 1,459,675 .84 

Pilesgrove 1,324,200 695,525 1,615,350 .81 

Alloway 685,920 313,215 785,560 .90 

Lower Alloways Creek 685,118 414,315 828,748 ,82 

Upper Penns Neck 782,300 400,848 989,202 1.31 

Oldmans 687,885 354,282 751,850 .94 

Lower Penns Neck 667,825 325,900 789,050 .90 

Elsinboro 395,689 115,720 447,019 .94 

Upper Pittsgrove 1,145,000 613,685 1,318,972 .78 

Pittegrove 735,800 251,699 816,343 1.10 

Quinton 588,820 475,040 705,000 .90 

Woodstown 613,125 609,050 1.022,825 



Total $11,913,982 $6,441,079 $14,920,394 

Decrease in valuations for 1892, $187,018. 

Salem county is one of the counties in which the amount of 
tax raised for the Reserve Fund exceeds the amount received in 
the distribution of the Reserve Fund for 1892, based on the valua- 
tions of 1891. 

Excess raised over amount received, $930. 

VALUATIONS FOR 1893. 

Valuation of Total 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Sjilem— East Ward $1,355,150 $836,950 

Westward 1,040,300 825,300 

Elsinboro 394,914 115,365 

Mannington 1,267,175 485,000 

Qainton 589,175 273,125 

Lower Alloways Creek 682,899 411,817 

Alloway 689,200 317,045 

Pilesgrove Township 1,319,250 643,150 

Woodstown Borough 624,475 567,875 

Upper Pittsgrove 1,067,375 575,281 

Pittsgrove 519,550 159,016 

Upper Penns Neck 796,855 372,587 

Lower Penns Neck 664,325 299,975 

Oldmans 624,400 326,680 

Elmer Borough 339,040 181,584 

Total $11,974,083 $6,391,250 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 


Rate 
Per $zoo. 


$1,833,4501 
1,662,850 / 


$1.25 




449,139 


.83 


1,460,600 


.84 


713,295 


.85 


830,465 


.82 


785,730 


.88 


1,577,550 


.83 


997,975 




1,279,302 


.80 


565,740 


1.00 


990,000 


.94 


786,375 


.96 


741,200 


1.00 


399,132 


.983 


$15,072,802 
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Total amount deducted for individual indebtednetts under the 
statute, $3,292,681. 

Increase in valuations for 1893, $152,508. 

Salem county contributes more to the Reserve Fund than it 
receives from it. 

Excess raised over amount received, |600. 



SOMBBSBT GOUNTT. 

This county consists mostly of agricultural lands. The method 
adopted by the Assessors of meeting to exchange views with 
one another is a good one. 

The assessments in this county are mostly uniform and ap- 
proximate equality. It remains one of the best and fairest 
assessed counties in the State. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing dis- 
tricts, and the tax-rate in each : 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Bedminster $954,825 $536,624 

Bernards 1,523,947 450,735 

Branchburg 767,890 486,854 

Franklin 1,915,862 798,871 

Bridgewater .• 3,574,492 2,000,140 

Bound Brook Borough 814,125 375,581 

Hillsborough 1,686.834 915,596 

Montgomery 942,397 398,868 

North Plainfield 2,045,070 302,350 

Warren.. 349,000 60,000 

Total $14,574,442 $6,315,619 



Total valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per|xoo 


$1161,000 


$095 


1,794,000 


1.05 


878,000 


1.07 


2,391,000 


1.06 


4,215,000 


1.20 


1,029,000 


1.43 


1,938,000 


1.10 


993,000 


1.00 


2,278,000 


1.79 


374,000 





$17,051,000 



Increase in valuation for 1892, $401,000. 

Somerset coanty is one of the counties in which the amount of 
tax raised for the Reserve Fund exceeds the amount received in 
the distribution of the Reserve Fund for 1892, based on the 
valuations of 1891. 

Excess raised over amount received, $8,415. 
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VALUATION FOR 1893. 

Valuation of Total 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Bedminster $987,785 $501,344 

Bernards 1.701,312 472,085 

Branchburg 766,835 477,898 

Bridgewater 3,676,025 2,119,055 

Bound Brook Borough 827,915 373,315 

Franklin 1,915,862 798,871 

HillBboro 1,686,834 901,596 

Montgomery 938,062 372.151 

North Plainfield 2,005.040 281,150 

Warren 324.015 45,650 

Total $14,829,685 $6,343,115 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per $ioo. 


$1,176,967 


$101 


2,COO,000 


1.70 


877,497 


1.09 


4,386,365 


1.20 


1,035,415 


1.50 


2,391,000 


1.10 


1,924,000 


1.00 


991,208 


1.00 


2,210.890 


1.38 


351,315 


1.10 


$17,344,657 





Total amount deducted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, $3,828,148. 

Increase in valuation for 1893, $293,657. 

Somerset county contributes to the Reserve Fund for 1893 
more money than it receives from it. 

The excess paid over amount received, $2,000. 



SUSSEX COUNTY. 



Sussex county has large areas of unproductive and mountain- 
ous land. Agricultural land seems to be fairly assessed. J2 The 
iron furnaces do not seem to be assessed according to true value. 

The following statement shows the valuation by [taxing dis- 
tricts, and the tax-rate in each : 



VALUATIONS 1892. 



Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. 

Andover $500,108 

Byram 491,310 

Frankfora 581,895 

Green „ 459,405 

Hampton 409,639 

Hardyston 700,470 

Lafayette 421,069 

Montague 233,055 

Newton 1,098,000 

Stillwater 491,695 



Personal. 

$228,100 
193,725 
375,550 
251,745 
205,347 
199,550 
181,313 
80,450 
851,360 
254,565 



Total Valua- 
tion Faxable. 

$561,408 
627,835 
707,295 
537,975 
472,364 
794,070 
477,211 
266,555 

1,539,300 
617,216 



Rate 
Per $ioo. 

$1.09J 
119 

m 

1.00 
1.12i 

1.07xV 
.94 

1.21 

1.55 

1.01 



1 
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Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. 

Sparta $787,955 

Sandyston 344,700 

Vernon 421,570 

Wantage 1,106,293 

Walpack 167,760 

Deckertown 348,835 

Total 18,572,764 





Total Valua- 


Kate 


Personal. 


tion Taxable. 


Per |ioo. 


$178,090 


$848,375 


$.99 


121,050 


329,250 


1.02 


169,800 


562,970 


1.16 


509.935 


1,254,658 


107 J 


82,395 


189,565 


1.18A 


283,225 


475,230 





$4,166,190 $10,201,277 



Increase in valuation for 1892, $110,161. 
Sussex county is the other county which receives more from 
the Reserve Fund than it contributes to it. 

Such excess received over amount paid, $2,473. 



VALUATIONS FOB 1893. 



Valuation of 
Real Estate. 

Andover , $499,567 

Bryam 501,300 

Deckertown 309.947 

Frankford 571,275 

Green 461,196 

Hampton 410,418 

Hardyston 710,000 

Lafayette 419,246 

Montague .• 232,200 

Newton 1,150,335 

Sandyston 305,757 

Sparta 781,223 

Stillwater 493,542 

Vernon 490,410 

Wantage 1,110,870 

Walpack 173,938 

Total $8,621,224 



Total 
Personal. 

$208,075 
144,750 
287,529 
376,700 
253,712 
191,350 
194,500 
158,779 

80 900 
867,395 
108,900 
186,245 
236,278 
127,445 
495,665 

78,770 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 

$262,042 
602,700 
437,084 
704,525 
548,256 
473,679 
807,500 
463,685 
266,450 

1,638,205 
290,957 
844,548 
611,846 
596,960 

1,260,485 
187,098 



Rate 
Per $ioo. 

$0.96tV 
1.08 

.95 

.94 

1.06 

.99 iV 

.75 
1.17 
1.50 



.92^ 

.89 
1.18 

.97J 
1.10 



$3,996,993 $10,296,020 



Total amount deducted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, $2,322,197. 

Increase in valuations for 1893, $34,743. 

Sussex county receives from the Reserve Fund more money 
than it contributes to it. 

The excess received over the amount paid, $5,615. 
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VmOl^ COUNTY. 



The cities of Elizabeth and Plainfield, in this county ,fare*well 
aBsessed. Rahway and Summit are not so well assesBed. 
Throughout the county there is a lack of uniformity*^and 
equality, but much improvement has been made. 

The following statement shows the valuations by taxing dis- 
tricts, with the tax-rate in each : 



VALUATIONS 1892. 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

Clark $222,075 $24,725 

Oranford 670,000 58,000 

Elizabeth— iBt Ward 1,264,700 300,500 

2d Ward 655,300 100,100 

3d Ward 718,600 28,150 

4th Ward 808,426 83,940 

5th Ward 583,550 21,480 

6th Ward 1,232,000 145,400 

7th Ward 599,000 25,150 

8th Ward 1,921,350 241,860 

9th Ward 1,249,700 177,300 

10th Ward 1,657,800 572,660 

11th Ward 1,762,200 254,700 

12th Ward 1,490,000 99,750 

Fanwood 562,475 184,676 

Linden 1,326,860 260,275 

New Providence 226,750 15,950 

Rahway— 1st Ward 431,226 62,250 

2d Ward 422,800 64,800 

3d Ward 1.126,600 l(i6,760 

4th Ward 632,800 91,900 

Springfield 270,000 40,900 

Summit 1,170,000 125,000 

tJnion 1,284,100 379,400 

Westfield 1,082,300 99,100 

Plamfield City 6,729,146 1,110,800 

Total $28,889,746 $4,722,496 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per $ioo. 


$246,800 


$1.37 


625,000 


2.15 


1,545,900 




73^,050 




723,200 




860,400 




577,300 




1,356,700 


 2.98 


601,500 




2,107,600 




1,367,?50 




2,179,850 




1,960,200 




•1,667,660 J 




719,800 


2.15 


1,653,000 


1.20 


242,700 


2.41J 


457,176 




461,626 


2 75 


1,247,650 




606,650 J 




303,000 


1.76 


1,295,000 


309 


1,611,600 


2.62 


1,136,000 


2.06 


6,600,000 


2.20 


$32,684,500 





Increase of valuations for 1892, $1,694,500. 
Union county is one of the counties which receives from the 
Beserve Fund the same amount it contributes to it. 
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VALUATIONS OF 1893. 

Valuation of • 

Townships. R«al Estate. Total Personal. 

Clark $222 560 $24,750 

Cranford 604,000 61.000 

Elizabeth— let Ward 1,273,450 329,850 

2d Ward 974,600 101,500 

3d Ward 33,750 33,750 

4th Ward 837.600 81,750 

5th Ward 620,300 22,300 

6th Ward 1,267,900 159,100 

7th Ward..... 627,125 25,600 

8th Ward 1,925,000 238,900 

9th Ward 1,265,200 163,450 

10th Ward 1,683,770 606,930 

11th Ward 1,762,500 260,150 

12th Ward..... 1,540,400 141,900 

Fanwood 560,125 188,487 

Linden .•. 1,384,505 257,820 

New Providence 234,500 15,500 

Plainfield 5,935,435 1,144,315 

Bahway— 1st Ward 440,825 44,425 

2d Ward 428,475 60,225 

3d Ward 1,160,225 174,050 

4th Ward 534,800 101,150 

Springfield 277,050 43.300 

Summit 1,248,000 127,000 

Union 1,336,500 363,900 

Westfield .• 1,138,700 97,850 

Total $29,744,435 $4,868,952 



Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 


Rate 
Per^oo. 


$147,300 


$1.31 


662,000 


2.40 


l,581,6-'^0l 




760,250 




768,650 




882,500 




614,100 




1,397,500 


• 2.98 


627,075 




2,104,300 




1,371,600 




2,242,400 




1,972,000 




1,656,060 J 




716.250 


2.03 


1,615,000 


1.12 


250,000 


2.25J 


6,850,000 


2.20 


454,2501 




461,125 


2.73 


1,287,875 




617,400 J 




312,000 


1.76 


1,375.000 


2.88 


1,651,000 


2.32 


1,188,000 


1.94 


$33,655,275 





Total amount deducted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, $958,112. 

Increase in valuations for 1898, $970,776. 

Union county receives from the Reserve Fund the same 
amount it contributes to it. 



WARREN COUNTY. 



Warren county is principally agricultural, and the aseeBments 
in general seem to be made on a proper basis and with uni- 
formity. Their method of assessing bank stock, based on the 
ruling of Judge Dixon, in case of Strattonr. Collins, 14 Vr. 562, 
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is commended. The method, as set forth in our former report, 
is as follows : The value per share at which bank stock is to be 
assessed is determined by dividing the capital stock, surplus 
fund and undivided profits of the bank as shown by the quarterly 
statement required by the Comptroller of the Treasury, at the 
close of business, May 4th, 1892, by the number of shares, as is 
set forth by Justice Dixon. 



VALUATIONS 1892, 

Valuation of 

Townships. Real Estate. Personal. 

AUamuchy $384,790 $173,206 

Belvidere 784,060 810,156 

Blairstown 626,302 732,214 

FraDklin 804,266 367,003 

Frelinghuysen 501,500 231,083 

Greenwich 512,825 197,008 

Harmony 654,311 293,689 

Hope 675,805 354,874 

Hackettstown 975,640 274,405 

Hardwick 195,650 107,095 

Independence 417,070 180,393 

Knowlton 563,393 351,550 

Lopatcong 678,100 197,653 

Mansfield 715,350 268,665 

Oxford 1,678,085 458,745 

Pohatcong 747,487 443,737 

Pahaqnarry 110,000 23,500 

Phillipeburg— Ist Ward .... 737,100 375,412 

2d Ward .... 445,692 139,612 

3d Ward .... 624,480 104,170 

4th Ward.... 662.275 38,J*50 

Washington 756,550 247,695 

Washington Borough 1,080.028 469,687 

Total $15,330,759 $6,640,501 

Increase of valuations for 1892, $46,661. 



Total Valua- 


Rate 


tion Taxable. 


Per $ioo. 


$497,335 


$0.81 


1,197,111 


1.05 


1,209,074 


.65 


1,010,917 


.83 


606,717 


.82A 


653,223 


.70 


831,806 


1.55 


7*^8,362 


.72 


1,078,180 


1.55 


238,007 


1.03 


493,588 


.92 


730,929 


.72 


795,192 


.75 


816.685 


.78A 


1,905,378 


.73A 


1,0W8,897 


.75 


121,400 


1.11 


1,026,337 




494,895 . 
612,275 ' 


1.80 




659.800 J 




854,220 


.78 


1,263,704 


146 


$18,994,032 





VALUATIONS FOR 1893. 



Valuation of 
Townships. Real Estate. 

AUamuchy $386,915 

Belvidere 835 319 

Blairstown 608,345 

Franklin 801,399 



Total 


Total Valua- 


Rate 


Personal. 


tion Taxable. 


Per $ioo. 


$164,945 


$497,411 


$091A 


588 274 


1,208,438 


1.13A 


740,442 


1,204,107 


.78 


349,654 


994,032 


.83A 
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Valuation of 

Townshsps. Real Estate. 

Frelinghnysen $511,450 

Greenwich 501,344 

Harmony.. 654,394 

Hope 672,880 

HackettBtown 975,850 

Hardwick 195.100 

Independence 412,696 

Knowlton 562,375 

LopatcoDg 685,920 

Mansfield t96,975 

Oxford. 1,663,690 

Pohatcong 747,487 

Pahaquarry 104,000 

Phillipsburg— l8t Ward 740,850 

2d Ward 449.830 

3d Ward 657,030 

4th Ward 667,600 

Washington Borough 1,163,520 

Washington 754,500 

Total 115,449,469 



Personal. 


Total Valua- 
tion Taxable. 


Rate 
Per |xoo. 


1207,155 


$584,278 


$0 83 


200,896 


646,905 


.78 


283,170 


824,774 


.86 


348,227 


806,175 


.90 


262,530 


1,073,220 


1.60 


98,693 


237,000 


1.20 


187,113 


497,486 


100 


342,283 


736,043 


.88 


185,648 


798,356 


.75 


246,865 


791,070 


•83A 


428,870 


1,876,920 


.84 


443,737 


1,098,897 


.78A 


22,900 


117,300 


1.15 


369,982 


1,026,8571 




150,475 


511,670 
632,950 ' 


1.80 


95,620 


37,675 


662,075 J 




444,829 


1,301,443 


1.48 


245,765 


868,590 


.86iV 


$6,445,748 


$18,995,997 





Increase in valaations for 1893, $1,906. 

Total amoant dedacted for individual indebtedness under the 
statute, $2,899,220. 

Warren county receives from the Reserve Fund the same 
amount it contributes to it. 

ALBERT H. 8LAPE, President, 
THKO. P. HOPLER, 
CHAS. L. BLACK. 
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EXHIBIT A. 



CHAPTER OXIV. LAWS OF 1891. STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 



A. General Aot Oonoeminsr Taxes. 

1. Bb it enaotbd By the Senate, and General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey^ That there shall be established a board for 
the equalization, revision and enforcement of taxation, to be 
called the state board of taxation, which shall consist of three 
members, who shall be appointed by the governor, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate ; their term of office shall 
commence on the first Monday of April next, and shall be for a 
period of five years, unless sooner removed by the governor ; all 
subsequent appointments shall be for a term of five years, subject 
to removal by the governor ; said members shall be citizens of this 
state; each member shall, before entering upon his duties, file 
with the secretary of state an oath, taken before a justice of the 
supreme court, that he will faithfully discharge the duties of his 
office ; they shall each receive an annual salary of two thousand 
and five hundred dollars ; two members shall constitute a quorum 
of said board, and any official act shall be valid which has the 
sanction of two members; they shall have power to employ such 
clerical and other assistants as may be necessary to carry out the 
intents and purposes of this act, and such assistants shall be paid 
reasonable compensation, to be determined by the board upon 
the approval of the governor ; said board shall keep a full record 
of their proceedings ; said board shall have power to make such 
rules, orders, rejB^ulations and directions as they may deem neces- 
sary to a faithful discharge of their own duties, the duties of their 
assistants, and also to secure the equalization, revision and en- 
forcement of taxation in this state ; they shall have the power, 
in the performance of any duties imposed by this act, of com- 
pelling the attendance of witnesses, and to call for and compel 
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the prodactioD of books and papers, and they may delegate 
SQch power to any member of their board authorized by them to 
investigate and report; said members, or any one of them, shall 
have power to administer oaths and affirmations to any person 
for the purpose of ascertaining any facts proper for them to know, 
or to enable them properly to perform the duties of their office ; 
and they may reduce the statements of persons sworn to writing, 
and require such person to subscribe thereto, and may ex parte 
apply for and obtain from any justice of the supreme court an 
order compelling any person to submit to examination in refer- 
ence to such matters, and said justice may punish anybody as for 
contempt who shall disobey any order made by such justice in 
the premises ; said board shall have power, on complaint of any 
owner, to decrease the assessment made upon his property, 
where, in their judgment, injustice has been done, or where it is 
necessary to secure uniform and true valuation ; and if for this 
purpose it becomes necessary to direct an assessor or other tax- 
ing office to make a re-assessment of such property according 
to the rules which the said board shall establish, it shall do so ; 
and if such assessor or other taxing officer shall fail or refuse 
to comply with the order so given, the board shall have power 
to appoint some other person to make the new assessment, under 
the direction of the board ; and the assessmeent so made and 
affirmed by the board shall be and be deemed to be the assess- 
ment of such property for the year. 

2. And be it enacted^ That where complaint shall be made to 
said board in writing, verified by the oath of the complainant, by 
any person or corporation aggrieved at the assesment of his or 
its property, said board shall have power to review and correct 
the action of the local assessors or other taxing officers, and of 
all boards of tax review, by reducing such assessment; such 
review and reduction may be made of any assessment hereafter 
to be made, or which shall have been made since the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and ninety, where the tax 
in such assessment has not been paid. 

8. And be it enacted^ That where said board shall deem it 
necessary, in order to obtain a correct assessment of property in 
any city of this state, they may, by rule, direct that the assessor 
or other taxing officer shall, from actual view and from the best 
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Bources of intormation within hiB reach, determine the true value 
of each lot and tract of real estate in his district, without the 
buildings and improvements, and shall note the same, and shall 
determine and note separately the true value of every house and 
other buildings or structures worth over one hundred dollars, 
and the whole shall be added and carried out as the value of 
such lot or tract ; in cities where said board shall direct the land 
and buildings to be so separately valued, the receipt given for 
the payment of the tax on such property, by the collector or 
other officer charged with the collection of such tax, shall con- 
tain a statement of such separate valuations ; said board may, by 
rule, direct that each assessor shall enter in his books the number 
of acres of arable land, the number of acres of meadow and 
pasture land, the number of acres of woodland, and the number 
of acres of uncultivated upland and swamp land in each tract as 
near as may be. 

4. And be it enacted^ That the assessor or other taxing officer 
making the assessment of real estate subject to taxation, shall 
enter in a separate list a description of all cemeteries, churches 
and public buildings and other real estate exempt from taxation, 
together with the name of the person or persons or corporation 
owning the same, and he shall value such buildings, property, lots 
and tracts of land at their true value in the same manner as other 
real estate, and in each case he shall state the ground of exemp- 
tion ; the assessor or other taxing officer shall be entitled to re- 
ceive the same compensation per name for making such list, and 
in the same manner as he is now entitled to receive for assessing 
taxes under the laws of this state. 

5. And be it enaciedy That lands occupied by a person other than 
the owner may be assessed to the owner, or as the lands of non- 
residents, if owned by such ; and that unoccupied lands not owned 
by a person residing in the taxing distiict shall be denominated 
lancls of non-residents, and shall be assessed as such ; and that no 
tax on real estate shall be void in consequence of any land being 
erroneously classed or omitted from classification as the lands of 
non-residents or as the lands of unknown owners, nor in conse- 
quence of any omission of or mistake in the name of the rightful 
owner, in the assessment list or roll, but in such cases no such 
tax shall be collected except from the real estate assessed. 
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6. And be it enacted^ That the tax on visible personal estate shall 
be assessed iti and for the township, ward or taxing district where 
sacb property is foand ; the tax on other personal estate shall be 
assessed on each inhabitant in the township, ward or taxing dis- 
trict where he resides as of the day prescribed by law for com- 
mencing the assessment for each year, and all real estate shall be 
assessed iu the township, ward or taxing district in which the same 
may be situated ; when the line between two taxing districts 
divides a farm or a lot owned or possessed by the person taxed, 
the same shall be taxed, if occupied, iu the taxing district iu which 
the occupant resides, and, if unoccupied, each part thereof shall 
be assessed to the owner thereof, in the taxing district in which 
the same may be, and this, whether such division line be a town- 
ship, ward or county line ; and personal estate belonging to non- 
residents may be assessed either to the owner or to the person in 
possession or charge thereof; whenever the owner of personal 
property in two or more taxing districts is entitled to a deduction 
for debts in excess ot the assessed value of his personal estate in 
the taxing district where he resides, he shall be entitled to have 
such farther deduction as is or may be allowed by law made from 
the assessed value of his personal estate in the other taxing dis- 
tricts wherein he may own personal estate ; it shall be the duty 
of the board hereby created to prescribe by rules, the manner in 
which such deductions shall be claimed and allowed. 

7. And be it enacted. That every person shall be assessed for all 
personal estate in his possession or under his control, as trustee, 
guardian, executor, administrator or in any other representative 
or fiduciary capacity, in the same manner as other persons are 
assessed, and where a person is so assessed as trustee, guardian, 
executor, administrator or in any other representative or fiduciary 
capacity, he shall be assessed as such with the addition to his name 
of his representative character, and such assessment shall be car- 
ried out on a separate line from his individual assessment; and 
in cases where the same property is held by several trustees, 
guardians, executors, administrators or other representatives or 
fiduciaries, only one of them shall be taxed for the same ; and 
such property shall be assessed in the hands of such one of said 
executors, guardians, trustees, administrators, representatives or 
fi'luciaries, as have actual possession or control of such property , 
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if such person is known to or can on reasonable search be ascer- 
tained by the assessor or other taxing officer; otherwise such 
property may be assessed in the name of any one of such trus- 
tees, guardians, executors, administrators, representatives or 
fiduciaries. 

8. And be it enacted. That it shall be the duty of the state board 
of taxation to meet on the first Monday of July, and from time to 
time as they shall deem proper, having regard to the tax laws of 
dilfereut localities, of each year, for the purpose of hearing the 
complaints of .any taxpayer respecting the taxes assessed against 
him or it in respect to his or their property, and the complaints 
of any taxing district or county respecting the action of any county 
board of equalization, and any taxpayer feeling himself or itself 
aggrieved by the assessment of taxes assessed against him or it, 
in respect to his or its property, or the action of any board of tax 
review, or commissioners of appeal, and any taxing district or 
county feeling itself aggrieved by the action of any board or 
boards of equalization, may, within such time as said state board 
shall by rule prescribe, file a petition of appeal to the state board 
of taxation, setting forth therein his or its cause of complaint, and 
asking the relief which he or it desires, and the state board of 
taxation shall proceed summarily to hear and dispose of such com- 
plaints, and the said state board of taxation shall make such order 
respecting the procedure in such a case as to them shall seem just ; 
and it shall be the duty of the state board of taxation to hear and 
determine such complaints, and to revise and correct the taxes 
assessed against such complaining taxpayers and to revise and 
correct the determination of such county board of equalization 
by fixing the amount each taxing district shall raise, in just pro- 
portion according to the true value of the taxable property there- 
in, and the assessment so corrected and determined by said state 
board of taxation shall be final and conclusive ; such corrected 
rate of assessment shall be certified by said board to the collector 
of the taxing district where such property is taxable, and shall be 
collected in the same manner that other taxes in said taxing dis- 
trict are collected. 

9. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for every collector 
of taxes to make such amendments, corrections and alterations 
in the description of any land or real estate assessed as shall be 
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useful to better ascertain the location and extent thereof and to 
identify the same ; and the taxes assessed upon such land and 
real estate shall be and remain a lien upon the same according 
to the said corrected description of the same, provided that all 
such corrections be made before the public notice is given of the 
sale of such land or real estate. 

10. And be it enacted^ That in cases where public notice lor a 
specified time is required by law to be given before proceedings 
are had for the public sale of lands for unpaid taxes, no certifi- 
cate of sale or tax title shall be set aside and holden for naught 
by reason of any variance between the date of such notice and 
the actual publication thereof, provided that notice shall have 
been or shall be actually given for the specified number of days 
prior to such proceedings for public sale. 

11. And be it enacted^ That nothing in this act contained shall 
be construed to render any real or personal estate subject to 
taxation other than such real and personal estate as is now sub- 
ject to taxation under other laws. 

12. And be it enacted^ That it shall be the duty of such board to 
investigate the methods adopted by local assessors in the assess- 
ment of real and personal property in this state, to carefully 
examine all cases where evasion of prop'ar taxation is alleged, 
and to ascertain wherein existing tax laws are defective or are 
improperly or negligently administered ; they shall annually 
report to the legislature, particularly specifying any means or 
practices or devices used for the evasion of proper taxation; 
they shall annually submit to the legislature such recommenda- 
tioTis as they may find necessary to prevent the evasion of just 
and equal taxation. 

13. And be it enacted^ That if it shall appear to the satisfaction 
of any court wherein any certiorari is or may be brought, that 
any assessment of taxes removed thereby is at a rate or propor- 
tion higher or greater than is authorized or required by law, or 
that the amount or value of taxable property lor which any per- 
son therein assessed is too great, said court shall amend such 
assessment so removed as aforesaid and reduce the same to the 
proper and just amount, and thereupon affirm the same accord- 
ing to such amendment and reduction, and reverse the same as 
to the excess only; and the court shall have power to adopt such 
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rules and proceedings as may enable them to make the said 
amendment and carry into efiect the true intent and meaning of 
this act. 

14. And be it enacted^ That no return of taxes or list of delin- 
quents made by the collector of taxes in any of the municipal 
divisions of this state, nor the proceedings touching or concern- 
ing such return, nor any tax warrant shall be set aside or revised 
on certiorari or otherwise for any lack of form which does not 
impair the substantial right of the plaintifl in certiorari. 

15. And be it enaeiedj Thlit the chairman of every county board 
of equalization shall have power to issue subpcsnas and admin- 
ister oaths in the discharge of the duties of their office. 

16. And be it enacted^ That any person guilty of willful and 
corrupt false swearing or affirming in taking any oath or affirma- 
tion required or authorized by this act, shall be deemed to be 
guilty of perjury and punished accordingly. 

17. And be it enacted^ That none of the provisions of this act 
shall be so construed as in any wise to alter, impair, or repeal 
any of the provisions of an act entitled ''An act for the taxation 
of railroad and canal property," approved April tenth, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-four, or any of the supple- 
ments thereto. 

18. And be it enacted^ That all acts and parts of acts, whether 
general, special or local, inconsistent with this act, or any of the 
provisions thereof, shall be and the same are hereby repealed, so 
far as they are inconsistent as aforesaid ; but nothing in this act 
shall be taken to annul any assessments which have been hereto 
fore made, or to afiect any proceedings taken for the collection 
of such assessments, or to afiect any penalties or forfeitures 
incurred by any person or officer in respect thereto ; and that 
this act shall take efiect immediately. 

Approved March 19th, 1891. 



EXHIBIT B. 



State of New Jersey, The State Board of Taxation. 



In the matter of the appeal 

of 

Delaware, Haddon and Centre Townships, in 
the County of Camden. 



- Judgment. 



Complaint having been made in writing, by filing a written 
petition of complaint with the State Board of Taxation, accord- 
ing to the rules of practice prescribed by said Board, by Dela. 
ware, Haddon and Centre townships, in the county of Camden, 
in which it is alleged that the said townships are aggrieved and 
injured by the proportion according to the true value of the tax- 
able property therein of county and State school taxes, the said 
townships are required to raise, as compared with the amount of 
such taxes; the city of Camden, the city of Gloucester, the 
borough oi Merchantville and the township of Stockton are re- 
quired to raise in proportion to the true value of the taxable 
property therein, in said taxing districts in the county of Cam- 
den ; and in said petition it is further alleged that the said town- 
ships of Delaware, Haddon and Centre have been assessed fpr 
the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one, according to the true 
value of the taxable property therein, and that the said taxing 
districts, the city of Camden, the city of Gloucester, the borough 
ot Merchantville and the township of Stockton for the year eigh- 
teen hundred and ninety-one have been assessed according to a 
percentage of the true value, and at less than the true value of 
the taxable property therein, in said taxing districts in the county 
of Camden, and by reason of such valuations the taxes assessed 
against said taxing districts for county and State school taxes 
are unfair, unjust and illegal. And it appearing to the State 
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Board of Taxation, by the affirmation of George T. Haines, that 
a copy of the Baid petition of complaint had been served upon all 
the taxing districts in the county of Camden and the said taxing 
districts, to wit, Delaware, Haddon and Centre townships, and the 
city of Camden, the city of Gloucester, the borough of Merchant- 
ville and the township of Stockton, having appeared before the 
State Board of Taxation by each of their respective Assessors, 
and by Edward Borrough, attorney for the townships of Dela- 
ware, Haddon and Centre, and the city of Camden by its solicitor, 
J. Willard Morgan and the said Assessors of the said taxing disr 
tricts, having under oath stated to the State Board of Taxation 
the basis of valuation and assessment of the taxable property in 
their respective taxing districts, and having proven by the dupli- 
cates of the said taxing districts that the total valuations of the 
taxable property in said districts is as follows : 

City of Camden, eighteen million nine hundred and forty-four 
thousand two hundred and seventy-five dollars ($18,944,275). 

City of Gloucester, one million nine hundred and five thous- 
and dollars (Jl,905,000). 

Borough of Merchantville, four hundred and fifty-two thousand 
five hundred and fifty-two dollars ($452,552). 

Stockton township, one million four hundred and ninety-six 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one dollars ($1,496,821). 

Delaware township, one million two hundred and fourteen 
thousand two hundred and eighty-eight dollars ($1,214,288). 

Haddon township, two million four hundred and eighty-nine 
thousand and fifty dollars ($2,489,050). 

Centre township, seven hundred and thirty-three thousand six 
hundred and sixty dollars ($733,660). 

Total, twenty-seven million two hundred and thirty-five thous- 
and six hundred and forty-six dollars ($27,235,646). 

And it further appearing to the satisfaction of the State Board 
of Taxation by the oath of the said Assessors, and by the inspec- 
tion of their respective duplicates, that the townships of Dela- 
ware, Haddon and Centre, and the taxable property m said 
townships for the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one, has 
been assessed at true value, and that the taxable property in the 
city of Camden for said year has not been assessed at true 
value, but has been assessed at 80 per cent of its true value, and 
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that the taxable property in the city ot Gloucester and the town- 
ship of Stockton for said year has not been assessed at true value, 
but has been assessed at 76 per cent, of its true value, and that 
the taxable property in the borough of Merchantville for said 
year has not been assessed at its true value, but has been assessed 
at 83^ per cent of its true value. And it further appearing, that 
according to the said valuations the township of Delaware 
for the said year is required to raise for county and State school 
tax the sum of eleven thousand six hundred and eighty-one dol- 
lars and seventy cents ($11,681.70). 

The township of Delaware, eleven thousand six hundred and 
eighty-one dollars and seventy cents ($11,681.70). 

The township of Haddon, twenty-three thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-two dollars and twenty- three cents ($23,932.23). 

The township of Centre, seven thousand and fifty-one dollars 
and seventy-nine cents ($'?,051.79). 

The city of Camden, one hundred and eighty- two thousand 
one hundred and fifteen dollars and thirty-one cents ($182,115.81). 

The city of Gloucester, eighteen thousand three hundred and 
eighteen dollars and seventeen cents ($18^318.17). 

The township of Stockton, fourteen thousand three hundred 
and ninety-three dollars and ninety-three cents ($14,393.93). 

The borough of Merchantville, four thoasand three hundred 
and^fifty-five dollars and thirty-six cents ($4,355.36). 

Total, two hundred and sixty-one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-eight dollars and forty-nine cents ($261,848.49). 

And after hearing the argument of Edward Burrough and of 
J. Willard Morgan, it is on this first day of October, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-one, at a session of the said State Board of 
Taxation, ordered, adjudged and decreed under and by virtue of 
Chapter CXIY. of the laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-one^ 
that the said townships of Delaware, Haddon and Centre have 
been aggrieved in the premises, and that an injustice has been 
done the said petitioners in the assessment of the county and 
State school taxes, according to the true value of the taxable 
property therein as compared with the true value of the taxable 
property in the other said taxing districts ; and it is further 
ordered, adjadged and decreed in order to equalize, revise and 
correct the said assessments in just proportion according to the 
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true value of the taxable property in each oi said taxing districts, 
20 per cent, should be added to the assessment of the taxable 
property in the city of Camden, making the true value of such 
taxing district twenty-two million seven hundred and thirty-three 
thousand one hundred and thirty dollars ($22,738,180) ; that 25 
per cent, should be added each to the assessment of the taxable 
property in the township of Stockton and the city of Gloucester, 
making the true value of each of such taxing districts: Stockton 
township, one million eight hundred and seventy-one thousand 
and twenty-six dollars ($1,871,026); city of Gloucester, two 
million three hundred and eighty-one thousand two hundred and 
fifty dollars ($2,381,250) ; that 66f per cent, should be added to 
the assessment of the taxable property in the borough of 
Merchantville, making the true value of such taxing district 
seven hundred and fifty-four thousand two hundred and fifty- 
three dollars ($754,258), which makes^the gross total of the true 
value of the taxable property therein in all of said taxing districts 
the sum of thirty-two million one hundred and seventy-six 
thousand six hundred and fifty-seven dollars ($32,176,657). 

And it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed 
that the township of Delaware shall raise the 
sum of nine thousand eight hundred and eighty 
dollars and sixty-six cents ($9,880.66) for county 
and State school taxes [ $9,880 66 

That the township of Haddon the sum of twenty 
thousand two hundred and fifty-three dollars and 
thirty-nine cents ($20,253.39) 20,253 3& 

That the township of Centre the sum of five thou- 
sand nine hundred and sixty-nine dollars and 
seventy-nine cents ($5,969.79) 5,969 79 

That the city of Camden the sum of one hundred 
and eighty-five thousand and six dollars and 
fifty-four cents ($185,006.54) 185,006 54 

That the city of Gloucester the sum of nineteen 
thousand three hundred and seventy-six dollars 
and twenty-three cents ($19,876.23) 19,376 28 

That the township of Stockton the sum of fifteen 
thousand two hundred and twenty-four dollars 
and fitty-three cents ($16,224.53) 15,224 58 
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That the borough of Merchantville the sum of six 
thousand one hundred and thirty-seven dollars 
and thirty-five cents ($6,137.35) for said county 
and State school taxes $6,137 35 



Total $261,848 49 

The said sunois being a just proportion according to the true 
value of the taxable property in each of said taxing districts 
pursuant to the statute in such case made and provided. And 
it is further ordered that this order, with such corrected rate of 
assessment, be certified to the respective Collectors of each of 
said taxing districts, and to the County Collector of said county 
of Camden. 

ALBERT H. SLAPE, President 
THEO. P. HOPLER, 
CHAS. C. BLACK, 
Attest : Slate Board of Taxation, 

Thos. B. Usher, 

Clerk. 
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EXHIBIT C. 



Ordinary Form of Complaint. 

In the matter of the application of. 

for the reduction of the tax assessment 

for the year on property situate in 

county of State 

of New Jersey. 



>- Petition. 



To the State Board of Taxation : 

Your petitioner , residing at - 

in the county of , State of , respect- 
fully shows that is the owner of certain property situate in 

the of ...», county of , consisting 

of and known as* 

That said property has been assessed for the purpose of tax- 
ation for the year 189... at a valuation of 

dollars, at which assessment your petitioner is aggrieved, because 
the said assessment is in excess of its true value, and is also in 
excess of the assessments levied against properties of like char- 
acter and those similarly situated in same locality. 

Your petitioner has, therefore, not paid the taxes so levied for 

the year , and prays that the said assessment of 

dollars for the year be reduced to the true value of the 

property, to wit : 

Dated ,., 189... 

State of New Jersey, \ 
County of j 

, the above-named petitioner, being 

duly sworn according to law, on his oath says that he has read 



* Where city property is the subject of appeal, care should be taken m describing the block number^ 
lot number and street number, so that the same may correspond with the Tax Collector's books. 
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the above petition, and knows the contents thereof, and that the 
statements set forth and contained are true. 

Sworn and subscribed before me this day of A.D. 

18... 



State of New Jersey, 1 
County of j 

, on being duly sworn according to 

law, on his oath saith that he served a copy of the above petition 

and affidavit on , (attorney or clerk) 

of personally, this day ot 189,., 

Sworn and subscribed before me this day of , 189... 



...•.• •.*«•' 



EXHIBIT D. 



Ordinary Form of Judgment. 

Statb of New Jersey, 

State Board of Taxation. 

In the matter of the appeal of '^ 

I 

...from the aBsessment of property in V Judgment. 

county of 

for the year 189... 



An appeal in writing having been filed with the State Board 
of Taxation, duly verified according to the rules of practice pre- 
scribed by said Board, by 

in which it is alleged that an injustice has been done the said 

complainants by the assessment of property for taxation for 

the year 189... located at in the county 

of and that property is assessed relatively higher 

according to its true value than other property in the same taxing 
district, and that it is assessed higher than the true value thereof. 

After hearing evidence produced on the part of the said com- 
plainants and the argument of for the complainants 

and for the 

and after considering tho same, it is on this day of 

A. D. 189... ordered, adjudged and decreed by the State Board of 

Taxation, at a session thereof, that the appeal of 

on property situate in and known 

as 

(ii7) 
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And it is farther ordered that this order be certified to the 

Collector of the county 

of. 

, President^ 



Attest : State Board of Taxation. 



> 
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EXHIBIT E. 

Statutes Passed at thb Session of the Legislature in 1898 
CoNOERNiNg Local or Municipal Taxation. 



BXBMPTIONS. 

CHAPTER CXXn. 

A Farther Supplement to an act entitled ^^An act concerning 
taxes/' approved April fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-six. 

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey^ That the dwelling-house owned by any religious 
corporation, and the land upon which the same stands, while 
and during only the time actually used by the officiating clergy- 
man of such religious corporation, shall be exempt from taxation 
to an amount not exceeding five thousand dollars, but not more 
than one dwelling actually used by any one religious corporation 
shall be so exempt. 

2. And be it enacted^ That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
herewith be and the same are hereby repealed. 

8. And be it enacted^ That this act shall take efiect immediately. 
Approved March 11, 1898. 

CHAPTER CCLXXn. 

A Further Supplement to an act entitled ^^An act concerning 
taxes," approved April fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-six. 

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and GenercU Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey ^ That all bonds, securities, improvement certificates, 
and other evidence of indebtedness heretofore or hereafter issued 

(119) 
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by this state, or by any county thereof, or by any city, town, 
township, borough, school district, or other municipality of this 
state, shall be exempt from taxation for any purposes. 

2. And be it enactedy That this act shall take efiect immediately. 

Approved March 27, 1893. 



CHAPTER CCXLH. 

An Act to exempt from taxation real and personal property of 
exempt firemen's associations and of firemen's relief associa- 
tions. 

1. Be it bnaotbd by the Senate and General Assen^ly of the State 
of New Jersey^ That the real and personal estate of any exempt 
firemen's association and of all firemen's relief associations incor- 
porated under the laws of this state, and which is used exclu- 
sively for the purposes of such association, shall be exempt from 
all state, county and municipal taxation so long as such property 
is used exclusively for such purpose. 

2. And be it enacted^ That all acts or parts of acts inconsistent 
herewith be and they are hereby repealed, and that this act shall 
be a public act and take efiect immediately. 

Approved March 17, 1893. 



DBDUOTIONS FOR DBBTS. 

CHAPTER CCLXXXin. 

An Act to amend an act entitled ^^A further supplement to the 
act entitled 'An act concerning taxes,' " approved April four- 
teenth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, which sup- 
plement was approved April seventeenth, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-six. 

1. Bb IT ENACTED by the Seriate and Oeneral Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey J That section one of the act entitled "A further 
supplement to the act entitled *An act concerning taxes,' "• 
approved April fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 
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forty-six, which said supplement was approved April seventeenth, 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six, be amended so as 
to read as follows : 

1. Be it enaotbd by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey, That hereafter no mortgage on real or personal 
property, or both, whether given by individuals or corporations, 
or the debt secured by such mortgage, shall be assessed for tax- 
ation unless a deduction therefor shall have been claimed by the 
owner of such mortgaged property and allowed by the assessor. 

2. And be it enacted. That this act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 28, 1898. 



CHAPTER CLVI. 

A Supplement to the act entitled '.*An act concerning taxes," 
approved April fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six. 

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey, That it shall be lawful for the assessor, or 
tor the commissioners of appeal in cased of taxation, to deduct 
from the valuation of the taxable property for which any person 
shall be assessed, any debt or debts due and owing from 
such person upon any mortgage made to the chancellor, in 
his official capacity, or to the state of New Jersey, for the invest- 
ment of money in the court of chancery, or upon any mortgage 
made to commissioners appointed by an order of the supreme 
court of this state, or by an order of any circuit court, inferior 
court of common pleas or orphans' court of any of the counties 
of this state, upon claim for such deduction being made according 
to law. ' 

2. And be it enacted. That such mortgages or the debts secured 
thereby shall be assessed for taxation by the assessor or com- 
missioners of appeal, making: the deduction on account thereof, 
and the tax thereon shall be collected oy the collector of taxes in 
and for the city or township wherein the lands in the mortgage 
described are situated. 

3. And be iten^acted, That such assessment shall be made to the 
person or persons having the beneficial interest in the said mort- 
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gage and mortgages, or who may be entitled to have the income 
or interest thereof ^t the time of sach assessment, whether such 
person or persons reside in this state or not. 

4. And be it enacted^ That where the person or persons assessed 
as aforesaid is or are resident or residents of the state of Kew 
Jersey^ and such taxes remain unpaid for the space of sixty days 
after the expiration of the time appointed for the payment of 
taxes, then it shall be the duty of the collector to proceed to 
collect such delinquent taxes in the manner provided for by the 
act entitled "A further supplement to the act entitled *An act 
concerning taxes ' " (Revision), approved April fourteenth, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty^six, approved April seven- 
teenth, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six. 

5. And be it enactedj That where the person or persons assessed 
as aforesaid, is or are a non-resident or non-residents of the state 
of New Jersey, it shall be the duty of the person claiming de- 
ductions to pay the taxes so assessed, and payment of the same 
may be enforced by like means and processes as if the same had 
been originally assessed to such person, and any taxes which 
such person may pay or satisfy as aforesaid, shall be deemed and 
taken to be a payment, so far as such payment will extend, on 
the interest or income due or to grow due on or secured by the 
said mortgage. 

6. And be it enacted^ That this act shall take efiect immediately, 
and that all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

Approved March 14th, 1893. 



BATE OF INTERBST. 

CHAPTER CCXV. 

An Act to establish the rate of interest on arrears of taxes in 

cities of this state. 

1. Bb it enacted enacted' by the Senate and General Assembly of 
the State of New Jersey That it shall be lawful for the common 
council or other board having charge and control of the finances 



STATE BOARD OF TAXATION. 123 

of any city in this state to fix and change, by resolution, the rate 
of interest on all past-due taxes which were doe and unpaid 
prior to January first, one thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
two ; provided^ however ^ that such rate when adopted shall apply 
only to such taxes as are still due and unpaid to such city. 

2. And be it enacted^ That if any taxes shall have been paid 
within four months prior to the passage of this act the said com- 
mon council or other proper board shall have power to refund 
any excess of interest and costs that may have been paid over 
and above the rate of interest that may be fixed under the 
authority of the first section of this act. 

3. And be it enactedj That all laws, general or special, incon- 
sistent herewith, be and the same are hereby repealed, and that 
this act shall take efiect immediately. 

Approved March 17, 1893. 



CHAPTER XOVm. 

An Act. to establish the rate of interest on arrears of taxes and 

assessments in cities of this state. 

1. Bb it enacted, By the Senate and General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey^ That the common council or other board 
having charge and control of the finances of any city in this 
state may by the same vote required to expend moneys, fix and 
change by resolution the rate of interest on all past-due taxes 
and assessments of all kind which were due prior to January 
first, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two, at and after a 
rate of not less than seven per centum per annum ; provided^ how- 
ever ^ that such rate shall apply only to such taxes and assessments 
as are still due and unpaid to said city, and shall not apply to 
any taxes or assessments that have been or may be adjusted 
under the act of the legislature entitled '^An act concerning the 
settlement and collection of arrearages of unpaid taxes, assess- 
ments and water rates or water rents in cities of this state, and 
imposing and levying a tax, assessment and lien in lieu and 
instead of such arrearages and to enforce the payment thereof, 
and to provide for the sale of lands subjected to further taxation 
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and asfiessment/' passed March thirtieth, one thousand eight 
hand red and eighty-six. 

2. And be it enacted^ That all acts or parts of acts so far as they 
conflict herewith be and the same are hereby repealed, and that 
this act shall take efiect immediately. 

Approved March 10, 1893. 

CHAPTER LI. 

An Act providing for a chief clerk or secretary to the board of 
tax commissioners or board of assessment and revision of taxes 
in cities of the first class. 

1. Be IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey, That in cities of the first class, the board of tax 
commissioners or board of assessment and revision of taxes shall 
have power to appoint a chief clerk or secretary for a term of 
three years from the date of his appointment, at a salary to be 
fixed by such board at the time of snch appointment, not less than 
eighteen hundred dollars nor more than twenty-five hundred dol- 
lars per annum, payable monthly. 

2. And be it enacted^ That such chief clerk or secretary shall, in 
addition to such other duties as may be imposed upon him by said 
board, have charge of the records, books and papers of said de- 
partment, subject, however, to the direction of said board. 

8. And be it enacted, That should there be no appropriation or 
fund for the payment of such salary, then and in such case the 
board, or other authority having the charge and control of the 
finances in any such city, shall make provision therefor in such 
manner as they may deem proper, and if money is borrowed for 
such purpose the amount so borrowed shall be placed in the next 
tax levy of such city. 

Passed March 7, 1893. 

CHAPTER LXV. 

An Act to provide for the appointment of a collector of arrears 
of personal taxes in cities of the first class. 

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey, That it shall and may be lawful for the board 
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having charge and control of the finances and the confirmation 
of the annual tax levy in any city of the first class in this state 
to appoint an officer to be known as " the collector of arrears of 
personal taxes " for such city ; each appointment shall be for the 
term of three years from the date thereof, and said officer shall 
receive for his services a salary to be fixed by such board, not to 
exceed the sum of fifteen hundred dollars per annum, payable 
monthly. 

2. And be it enacted^ That all warrants and other processes for 
the collection of personal taxes in such city shall be directed to 
and executed by such collector, who shall have all the power in 
relation thereto now vested by law in any constable of the state 
of New Jersey. 

S. And be it enacted^ That this act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 8, 1893. 

CHAPTER XCI. 

An Act to fix the term of office of assessors of taxes in town- 
ships of this state. 

1. Be it ekaotbd by the Smate and General Assembly of the Slate 
of New Jersey^ That every assessor of taxes hereafter elected in 
any township in counties of the first class in this state shall hold 
his office for a term of three years, and until the qualification of 
his successor. 

2. And be it enacted. That all acts or parts of acts inconsistent 
with this act be and the same are hereby repealed, and that this 
act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 10, 1893. 

CHAPTER CCIII. 

An Act to enable township committees to encourage the use of 
broad tires on wagons and carts by a rebatement of taxes. 

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey, That township committees be and they are hereby 
authorized, when in their judgment it is for the public good, to 



126 STATE BOAED OF TAXATION. 

pass an ordinance allowing a rebate of taxes for township or 
road purposes to all owners or possessors of wagons and carts 
used in said township for transportation of goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, produce, passengers and for general farm, freight and 
express purposes, having tires of not less than four inches in 
width ; provided^ the said rebate shall not exceed fifty cents for 
each wheel in use in any one year. 

4. Arid be it enacted^ That this act shall take efiect immediately. 

Approved March 16, 1893, 



CHAPTER COIV. 

An Act to amend an act entitled ^^An act concerning taxes," ap- 
proved April fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six. 

I. Be it enacted by the Senate and Qenefal Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey y That section eleven of an act entitled " An act 
concerning taxes," approved April fourteenth, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six, which reads as follows : 

" 11. And be it enacted^ That the township collector, within 
sixty days after the receipt of the transcript or duplicate of the 
said assessment, shall demand payment of the tax or sum assessed 
on each individual in his township, in person or by notice left 
at his or her place of residence, and also give notice ot the time 
and place ot the meeting of the said commissioners of appeal, 
and the said collector shall pay the taxes by him collected, and 
the fine and forfeitures by him received, by virtue of any law of 
this state, to the collector of the county, by the twenty-second 
day of December in every year," 
be and the same is hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

II. And be it enacted^ That the township collector, within sixty 
days after the receipt of the transcript or duplicate of the said 
assessment, shall demand payment of the tax or sum assessed on 
each individual in his township, in person or by notice left at 
his or her place of residence, or where the residence and post 
office address is precisely known to said collector, by mailing 
such notice to the post office address of such person or persons, 
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with the postage, prepaid thereon, and also give notice of the 
time and place of the meeting of the said commissioners of ap- 
peal ; and the said collector shall pay the taxes by him collected, 
and the fines and forfeitures by him received, by virtue of any 
law of this state, to the collector of the county, by the twenty- 
second day of December in every year. 

2. And he it enaeUdy That this act shall take efiect immediately. 

Approved March 16, 1893. 

CHAPTER LXXIL 

An Act concerning the collection of arrears of taxes in cities of 

this state. 

1. Bb it enacted by the Senate and the General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey ^ That in any city of this state in which the 
collection of arrears of taxes is now performed by deputy collec- 
tors of arrears of taxes, it shall and may be lawful for the receiver 
of taxes of such city, or other officer who has heretofore appointed 
the said deputy collectors in said city, to appoint, with the 
sanction and consent of the finance committee or board of finance 
of said city, such additional deputy collectors as may from time 
to time be necessary for the prompt and efficient collection of the 
arrears of taxes in said city ; and said additional deputies shall 
have the same powers, perform the same duties and be subject to 
the same requirements as the said deputy collectors of arrears of 
taxes are now subject to in said city. 

2. And be it enacted^ That this act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 9, 1893. 

CHAPTER OXCIX. 

A Further Supplement to an act entitled "An act concerning 
taxes,'' approved April fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-six, and providing for the issue of alias or pluries 
warrants in all cases where no statutory authority now exists 
for the issuance of the same. 

1. Bb it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey^ That t^henever in any township, town or 
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other municipality of this state a tax warrant has been, or shall 
hereafter be, issued for the collection of taxes therein, and the 
officer receiving the same has neglected or failed, or shall here- 
after neglect or fail, to execute or return the same, or to collect 
the said taxes, or any part thereof, thereby directed to be collected 
according to law, and no statutory authority exists for the issuance 
of alias or pluries warrants therein, it shall be lawful for the 
township committee, town council or other governing body of 
any such township, town or municipality to issue alias or pluries 
warrants for the collection of any such taxes as shall remain un- 
collected under the previous warrant, which said alias or pluries 
warrants shall be good and effective for that purpose, and shall 
be executed in like manner as is provided in the case of original 
warrants, and shall be directed and delivered to the collector of 
arrears of taxes of any such township, town or other municipality 
(if there be such an officer therein), or to such constable or other 
officer or person as the said township committee, town council 
or other governing body may designate or appoint for that pur- 
pose ; and such collector of arrears, constable or other person or 
officer so designated or appointed, after giving bond for the 
faithful performance of his duties, with such security as the said 
township committee, town council or other governing body may 
direct and approve, shall, in the execution of the said warrants, 
have the same powers, and perform the same duties, and be 
subject to the same liabilities and forfeitures, and receive the 
same compensation as provided in the execution of original 
warrants for the collection of taxes in such township, town or 
other municipality. 

2. And be it enacted, That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act be and the same are hereby 
repealed, and this act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 16, 1893. 
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CHAPTER CO. 

A Further Supplement to an act entitled ^^An act concerning the 
settlement and collection of arrearages of unpaid taxes, assess- 
ments and water-rates or water-rents in cities of this state, and 
imposing and levying a tax, assessment and lien in lieu and 
instead of such arrearages, and to enforce the payment thereof, 
and to provide for the sale of lauds subjected to further taxa- 
tion and assessment," passed March thirtieth, one thousand 
and eighty-six* 

1. Bb IT BHAOTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 
State of New Jersey^ That in case any person interested in the 
lands sold under the act of which this is a supplement or any of 
the supplements thereto, who is entitled to a notice of the sale 
under said act and supplements, has not been notified by the 
purchaser thereof or his legal representatives or assigns of such 
sale by inadvertence or otherwise, and a deed of said lands has 
been made and delivered to such purchaser, his legal representa- 
tives or assigns, such person or persons having such interest may, 
notwithstanding the making and delivery of said deed, be notified 
in the same manner and be entitled to redeem said lands within 
the same time and manner as provided in said act and supple- 
ments, and after the expiration of the time for redemption the 
officer whose duty it is under said act and supplements to make 
and execute the deed for the land sold shall make and execute a 
supplemental deed of such land to the said purchaser, his legal 
representatives or assigns, which deed shall recite the omission 
to notify said person in interest and the giving of such notice 
after the making and delivery of the original deed and said sup- 
plemental deed shall convey said lands as fully and to the same 
extent as if the said person interested m said lands had been 
originally notified and his interest had been sold, conveyed, de- 
barred and foreclosed by the original deed. 

2. And be it enacted^ That where the purchaser, his legal repre- 
sentatives or assigns have omitted to file the affidavits and proofs 
of mailing and publication required by the act to which this is a 

9 
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sopplement and any of the BupplementB thereto within the time 
now required by law, such affidavits and proofs may be died any 
time within two months after the passage of this act. 

8. And he it enacted^ That all acts so far as they conflict here- 
with be and the same are hereby repealed, and that this act shall 
take effect immediately. 

Approved March 16, 1893. 



CHAPTER con. 

An Act providing for the sale of lands for unpaid taxes and 
assessments heretofore levied or imposed, or which may be 
hereafter levied or imposed, in towns of this state. 

1. Bb it enacted hy the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey J That where in any town of this state taxes or 
assessments for public improvements heretofore levied or im- 
posed upon any lands or real estate therein which now remain 
due and in arrears shall remain due and unpaid for the period of 
one year after the passage of this act it shall be lawful for the 
town council or other governing body of such town at any time 
after the expiration ot said period to issue its warrant under the 
corporate seal of the town, signed by the chairman thereof and 
attested by the town clerk, directed to the treasurer of the town, 
therein and thereby commanding him to sell such lands and real 
estate at public auction to the highest bidder, in the manner pre- 
scribed by this act, which warrant shall include all lots and 
parcels of land and real estate subject to liens for taxes or assess- 
ments, or both, at the time of the passage of this act which shall 
not then have been fully paid or discharged ; provided^ however^ 
that no lot or parcel of land shall be sold for less than the 
amount due thereon, and interest, penalties and costs of sale. 

2. And be it enacted^ That all lands and real estate which have 
been heretofore sold for a term of years, for, or on account of, 
the non-payment of any tax or assessment to any board or officer 
of such town for the use or benefit thereof, and which shall not 
have been redeemed therefrom at the time of issuing said 
warrant, shall be deemed and taken to be lands and real estate 
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upon which taxes or assessments, as the case may be, are unpaid 
and in arrears, within the meaning of the first section of this act. 

3. And be it enacted^ That where, in any town of this state, 
taxes or assessments hereafter levied or imposed upon any lands 
or real estate therein, shall remain unpaid and in arrears for the 
period of three years after the time limited or appointed by law 
for the payment thereof, it shall be lawful for the town council 
or other governing body of such town, at any time after the 
expiration of said period, to issue its warrant under the corporate 
seal of the town, signed by the chairman thereof and attested by 
the town clerk, directed to the treasurer of the 'town, com- 
manding him to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, 
in the manner provided by this act, each and every lot and 
parcel of land and real estate upon which such taxes or 
assessments shall remain unpaid and in such warrant mentioned 
and described; which said warrant shall include all lots and 
parcels of lands in arrears for the same taxes or assesments ; pro- 
videdj howeveTy that no lot or parcel of land shall be sold for less 
than the amount of the tax or assessment due thereon, and inter- 
est and penalties costs of sale. 

4. And be it enacted^ That the warrants provided to be issued 
by the first and third section of this act shall contain a brief 
description of each lot or parcel of land directed to be sold, 
adding thereto the lot and block number thereof on the official 
map of the town, if any, and shall set forth, in connection with 
each lot or parcel of land, the amount of each tax and assessment 
due thereon. 

5. And be it enacted^ That on receiving said warrant, it shall 
be the duty of the town treasurer to give notice of such intended 
sale by advertisements published in two newspapers published in 
the county in which such town is situated and circulating in such 
town for four weeks successively, at least once in each week, 
next preceding the time appointed for such sale ; said advertise- 
ments shall specify and set forth the time and place of 
of sale, and shall briefly describe the property affected, 
adding the lot and block number of the same on the official map 
of the town, if any, and shall specify and set forth the amount due 
for taxes and assessments upon each lot or parcel so advertised to 
be sold. 
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6. And be it enactedj That it shall be the duty of said town 
treasurer to attend at the time and place specified in the notice 
of sale, and to expose for sale at public auction, separately, all 
the lots and parcels of land and real estate described.and set forth 
in the notice of sale, and shall sell to the highest bidder, but not 
for less than the amount due on each lot or parcel as aforesaid ; 
promdedy however y that in case any of the lots or parcels advertised 
to be sold shall remain unsold for want of purchasers, the said 
treasurer shall adjourn the sale of the unsold lots or parcels for a 
period not less than three weeks nor more than six weeks ; notice 
of such adjournment shall be published in the newspapers in 
which the notice of sale shall have been published, at least once 
in eaeh week next preceding the adjourned day of said sale ; 
affidavits of the publication of the notice of sale, and, in case of 
adjournment, of the notice thereof in the manner above provided, 
made by the publishers of the newspapers, or by some person or 
persons in their employ having cognizance of such publication, 
shall be filed in the office of the town clerk, and shall constitute 
prima facie evidence of the matters stated therein in all courts 
and places. 

7. And he it enacted^ That on receipt of the purchase money on 
any sale the said treasurer shall deliver to the purchaser a certifi- 
cate of such sale ; upon surrendering such certificate of sale and 
filing proof with said treasurer of the publication of the notice 
thereof and proof of the service or mailing thereof, or of due in- 
quiry, as hereinafter provided, the said treasurer shall at the ex- 
piration of six months from the date of the last publication of 
such notice execute and deliver to the purchaser, his heirs, de-' 
visees or assigns a deed for the lot or parcel purchased by him ; 
which deed shall be signed by said officer, be sealed with the 
corporate seal of the town and attested by the town clerk, and be 
proved or acknowledged in the usual manner ; which deed shall 
convey, and said purchaser, his heirs, legal representatives or as- 
signs shall take and hold thereunder a good and sufficient title 
to the lands and real estate sold in fee simple absolute, free of all 
incumbrances, except taxes and assessments levied subsequently 
to the taxes or assessments mentioned and set forth in the notice 
of sale, of which the said deed shall be presumptive evidence in 
all courts and places and in any proceeding or action to be by 



STATE BOARD OP TAXATION. 183 

such purchaser, his heirs, legal representatives or assigns taken, 
prosecated or defended for the recovery of the possession of the 
property sold as aforesaid, or in the establishment or defense of 
his title shown as aforesaid by such deed, the title shall not fail 
or be defeated by reason of any irregularity or formal defect in 
the procedare taken under this act; from and after the delivery 
of the deed to him as aforesaid, the said purchaser shall be en- 
titled to the possession of the premises described therein. 

8. And be it enacted^ That when any lots or parcels of land so 
advertised as aforesaid shall be exposed for sale on any adjourned 
day, and the same shall then remain unsold for want of pur- 
chasers, it shall be lawfal for such town, acting by the chairman 
of its town council or other governing body, to purchase such 
unsold lots or parcels with the same right, title and effect as any 
other purchaser, and the certificate of such sale shall be delivered 
to said chairman of the town council or other governing body df 
such town, who shall, in behalf of the town, cause notice of the 
sale to be published and given as hereinafter provided, and upon 
filing with the town treasurer proof thereof as hereinafter pro- 
vided ; and at the expiration of six months from the date of the 
last publication of such notice the town, by its corporate name, 
shall be entitled to a deed the same as any other purchaser ; the 
town council or other governing body of such town, at any time 
before the delivery of the deed, are hereby authorized and em- 
powered to sell and assign the certificate of sale, and at any time 
after the delivery of the deed said town council or governing 
body are hereby authorized and empowered to grant, sell and 
convey by good and sufficient deed, either by private sale or by 
public auction to any person or persons any lot or parcel of land 
so purchased by it ; provided^ however^ that no such sale, assign- 
ment or conveyance shall be made for less consideration than the 
amount of the taxes or assessments or both, on account of which 
the lot or parcel was sold, with interest and costs. 

9. And be it enacted^ That the owner, or any incumbrancer, of 
any lot or parcel of land or real estate sold by virtue of the pro- 
visions of this act, may, at any time before the expiration of six 
months from the date of the last publication of the notice herein- 
after provided for, or before a deed for the same shall have been 
delivered, redeem such lot or parcel by paying to the town treas- 
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urer of such town, for the use of the purchaser, his tieirs, legal 
representatives, or assigns, the sum paid by him at such sale, 
with interest at the rate of ten per centum per annum from the 
date of the sale, together with the cost of publishing the notice 
of the sale, and one dollar for each copy theireof served as here- 
inafter provided ; and upon such redemption, the town treasurer 
shall pay to the purchaser, his legal representatives or assigns, 
the amount received from the person redeeming; such notice 
shall be advertised in a newspaper published in the county in 
which such town is situated for the period of six weeks, at least 
once in each week, and, in addition to other appropriate particu- 
lars, shall specify the date of sale, the name of the purchaser, the 
place where redemption from the sale may be made, and 
shall describe the lot or parcel of land sold, by metes and 
bounds, and also by reference to the lot and block numbers 
of the same on the official map of the town (if any); within 
thirty days after the first publication of such notice a copy 
thereof shall be served personally on the owner or owners and 
all mortgagees and incumbrancers of record, if resident in the 
county in which the town is situated, and in case any owner, 
mortgagee or incumbrancer shall be non-resident of the county, 
a written or printed copy of such notice shall, within the same 
period, be deposited in a post-office, enclosed in a wrapper, 
postage prepaid, directed to such owner, mortgagee or incum- 
brancer at his last known post-office address; and in case the 
post-office address of any such owner, mortgagee or incum- 
brancer is unknown, or cannot, upon due inquiry, be ascertained, 
or in case any such owner, mortgagee or incumbrancer, his or 
her heirs, devisees or legal representatives shall be unknown, 
then the publication of the notice above provided for shall be 
continued tor the further period of six weeks so that such notice 
shall be published for twelve weeks successively instead of six 
weeks as herein above provided ; inquiry for the name, residence 
or post-office address of any owner, mortgagee or incumbrancer 
as aforesaid shall be made upon the lands purchased at the sale, 
if the same are occupied, and wherever else in the town the same 
may be likely to be ascertained, and also by examination of the 
record of the deed, mortgage or incumbrance on account of 
which such notice is given ; an affidavit shall be made by the 
purchaser or his agent, setting forth the manner and particulars 
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of the service of the notice and what inquiry waa made to ascer- 
tain the name, residence and post-office address of the owner, 
mortgagee or incumbrancer, and how and where and to whom 
such notice was mailed, and an affidavit of the publication of 
such notice shall be made by the publisher of the newspaper or 
some one in his employ having cognizance of such publication ; 
all of said affidavits shall be filed in the office of the town treas- 
urer within one month after the date of the last publication of 
the notice, and shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and 
places of the matters stated therein; any mortgagee or incum- 
brancer redeeming from such sale shall have a lien on the prop- 
erty so redeemed for the amount paid by him prior to all other 
liens and incumbrances whatsoever, and on any sale of such 
property to satisfy any lien or incumbrance thereon, shall be 
entitled to be first paid out of the proceeds of sale the amount 
paid him, with legal interest. 

10. And be it enaciedj That any surplus of the purchase money 
paid for any lot or parcel of land sold under the provisions of 
this act shall be held for the use of, and be paid over to the per- 
son legally entitled thereto, upon his establishing his right to the 
same, but no interest shall be recoverable from the town ; pro- 
vided^ however J that in case any mortgagee or other incumbrancer 
shall, in writing, notify the town council of the nature and 
extent of his lien or incumbrance at any time before^the deed is 
delivered, the town shall, immediately after the delivery of the 
deed, pay such surplus into the circuit court of the county, which 
court, on application of any party interested, may make such 
order in relation to the disposition and distribution of the same 
as shall be just and equitable. 

11. And be it enacted^ That the town clerk shall keep a record 
in a book to be provided for that purpose, which shall be a pub- 
lic record, of all sales made under this act and of the names and 
residences of the purchasers, and in case of redemption the time 
of redemption and the name and residence oi the person redeem- 
ing. 

12. And be it encuctedy That in any deed given under this act it 
shall not be necessary to set out at length the proceedings taken 
under this act, but it shall be sufficient to state generally therein 
that such deed is made and executed upon proceedings taken 
under authority of this act. 
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13. And be it enactedy That all acts and parts of aots, local, 
general or special, inconsistent with the provisions of this act be 
and the same are hereby repealed, and that this act shall take 
effect immediately. 

Approved March 16, 1898. 



CHAPTER XL. 
An Act in relation to assessment of taxes in cities. 

1. Be IT ENACTED hy the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey y That in all incorporated cities of this state that 
now have or may hereafter have block maps, it shall be the duty 
of the taxing officer or officers in all cases, in making their 
assessments for taxes apon real estate, to describe the same by 
block and lot nambers as shown upon the assessment maps of 
the city. 

2. And be it enacted^ That when any change occurs in the 
ownership of property in any such city, it shall be the duty of 
the new owner to present his deed, or other evidence of title, to 
the officer, officers or department having charge of the assess- 
ment of taxes therein, that the change of ownership may be 
properly noted on the books and maps kept by the said taxing 
officer or officers. 

3. And be it enxictedy That no register ot deeds, county clerk 
or other officer whose duty it shall be to record deeds, shall 
record any deed which conveys any property in cities of this 
state that now have or may hereafter have block maps, unless it 
shall be duly certified thereon that the same has been presented 
at the office of the officer, officers, or other department having 
charge of the assessment of taxes, for the purpose of recording 
or noting such changes as may have been made thereby in the 
property lines and ownership of the property; provided^ that 
nothing in this act shall prevent the recording of such deed in 
case a fee of twenty cents is paid at the time any such deed is 
deposited for record to the register of deeds, county clerk or 
other officer whose duty it is to record the same, upon which 
payment having been made it shall be the duty of said register 
of deeds, county clerk or other officer, within five days there- 
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after to present such deed or an abstract thereof to the officer, 
officers or department having in charge the assessment of taxes, 
for the purpose of having such changes in lines of ownership as 
may be made thereby recorded or noted. 

4. And be U enacted^ That all acts and parts of acts inconsist- 
ent with this act be and the same are hereby repealed, and that 
this act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 1, 1893. 



CHAPTER CXCIV. 
An Act relating to sales of lands for taxes or assessments. 

1. Bb IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey^ That whenever any tax deed heretofore or here- 
after given by any city, town or township, or by the public body 
or public officer authorized by law to make conveyance of lands 
sold for taxes shall be annulled or set aside on account of any 
defect in the levying of the tax for which said property is sold, 
or in the proceedings for the collection of said tax or the sale of 
said lands, or for any defect in the giving of notice to redeem, 
where such defect results from the fault or omission of said city, 
town or township or of any of its officers or representatives, it 
shall be the duty of such city, town or township to refund to the 
person or persons who shall have purchased said land at said tax 
sale, or who shall have purchased the right of said city, town or 
township to said lands under such tax sale, his or their heirs or 
assigns, any and all sums of money received by said city, town 
or township as consideration of said tax deed, and for other taxes 
upon said lands in arrears when said purchase was made or deed 
taken, together with interest thereon from the date of such pay- 
ment by the grantee in said deed named. 

2. And be it enacted^ That whenever any tax deed or sale of 
lands for taxes or assessments shall be set aside for any omission, 
fault or defect in the proceedings for such sale or in the giving of 
notice to redeem or otherwise, and the said city, town or town- 
ship shall have refunded to the purchaser of said tax title the 
amount so paid the said tax or assessment shall not thereby be- 
come discharged as against the lands originally lawfully charge- 
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able therewith, but the said tax or assessment and all other taxes 
thereon paid contemporaneously therewith shall thereupon be re- 
established as a lien or incumbrance upon said lands to the same 
extent and with the same force and effect as said lien existed be- 
fore proceedings for sale of lands for such taxes or assessments 
were taken ; and such city, town or township may re-advertise 
said lands for sale and sell the same in the same inanner and ex- 
ecute certificate of sale and deed for the same in the same man- 
ner and with the same force and efiect as if such defective sale or 
proceedings had not been taken. 

8. And be it enacted^ That this act take efiect immediately. 

Approved March 16, 1893. 



CHAPTER CCXI. 

A Supplement to an act entitled ''An act concerning the settle- 
ment and collection of arrearages of unpaid taxes, assessments 
and water rates or water rents in cities of this state, and im- 
posing and levying a tax, assessment and lien in lieu and in- 
stead of such arrearages, and to enforce the payment thereof, 
and to provide for the sale of lands subjected to further taxa- 
tion and assessment," passed March thirtieth, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-six. 

1. Be IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey^ That section one of the supplement to said act, 
which supplement was approved April fifth, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-two, shall be and the same is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows : 

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey^ That whenever any person shall desire to redeem 
any lands and real estate sold under and by virtue of the provi- * 
sions of the act to which this is a supplement, and the acts sup- 
plementary thereto and amendatory thereof, every such person 
shall, in addition to the sum or sums of money required to be 
paid as now provided by law, pay to the purchaser ot such lands 
and premises, or to his assignee, in case of assignment, or to the 
city for the use of said purchaser, or his assignee, all the costs 
and expenses necessarily incurred in proceedings taken for the 
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parpose of perfecting title thereto, includiDg fees for searching, 
at the rates allowed by law to the county clerks or registers of 
deeds for like services, but not including' counsel fees; provided^ 
howevcTj that no purchaser or assignee shall be allowed for such 
search or notice fees upon the redemption of said property unless 
he shall have filed with the city clerk of said city before such re- 
demption a statement of such fees, costs and expenses incurred 
in serving notices and searching as above provided. 

2. And be it enacted^ That section three of the supplement to 
the act of which this is a supplement, approved April eight, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-two, be and the same is here- 
by amended so as to read as follows : 

3. And be it encLciedy That the assignee of the certificate or cer- 
tificates of sale given pursuant to the provisions of said act and 
supplements, may give notice, in his or their names, of such sale 
to the owners, mortgagees and other persons interested as re- 
quired by said act and supplements, and to acquire title to the 
lands and receive the deed or deeds thereof, in the same manner 
and to the same eSect and extent as if such assignee or assignees 
were the original purchaser or purchasers at the tax sale, and such 
notice or notices heretofore given by such assignee or assignees 
are declared to be valid and efiectual and to have the same force 
and effect as if given pursuant to this act, and any notice of sale 
heretofore or hereafter given by the purchaser at a tax sale, in- 
cluding a city if it be the purchaser, under said acts and supple- 
ments and before assignment of the tax certificate, shall enure to 
and be for the benefit of the assignee of such tax certificate, and 
such assignee shall be entitled to receive a deed for the lands in 
such certificate named, which shall convey the same as fully and 
to the same effect and extent as if such assignee had given notice 
of sale in his own name and as if the same deed had been made 
and delivered to the original purchaser and the certificate of sale 
had not been assigned, and any such deed heretofore made, exe- 
cuted and delivered to any such assignee shall have such force 
and effect. 

4. And be it enactedy That all acts and parts of acts, so far as 
they confiict herewith, be and the same are hereby repealed, and 
that this act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 16, 1893. 
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Page 33 — Second line from bottom should read : 
Valuation of railroad and canal property, 1893 (subject to 
review) $222,468,389 

Page 35 — Monmouth county table was returned too late 
for classification, and table of 1892 was used. Increase of 
valuation for 1893 should be $2,370,800, making the total 
increase, 1893, $25,709,552. 
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